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Abstract

The practice of social work, which has developed from the West, has formed its
orientation and practical guidelines in the context of the Christian world view from the
outset. Related to theory of relationship, the key to social work practice, this study intends
to redefine how we should view and relate to the other as the disadvantaged from a
Christian ethics of the other. For this purpose, this study identifies the circumstances of
the others referred to as clients of social work in modern society and examines what
perceptions and ethical positions have been made about them in modern philosophy
through literature review and analysis. Particularly referring to Levina's “ethics of the
other,” recognized as its ethical base on Christianity, this study explores social work
implications and limitations based on Levinas's ethics. Furthermore, as an ultimate
alternative, this study develops practical guidelines for social work practice by analyzing
ideas and practice of Jesus Christ in bible from the perspectives of ethics of the other.
This study can provide concrete action guidelines for the practice of social work in
accordance with the christian spirit and expand the scope of discussion about
relationships in social work based on the teachings of Jesus.

Key Words : ethics of the other, social work practice relationship, Levinas, Jesus Christ,
the disadvantaged
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Table 1 Comparisons of key concepts and emphasis by ethics of the other scholars

Scholars E. Levinas P. Ricouer M Walzer J. Derrida A. Honneth
(1906-19%) (1913-2006) (1930~ ) (1930-2004) (1949~ )
Imag:;:: the farmls;brl?r;c;nber, friend pagan guest member
¢ The creature * Being * A person who * Being in me, * Beings
that makes me a necessary for my wants forming my  fighting for equal
transcendental good life coexistence with identity, seeking treatment
Meanings of self with the face A ' 'tota].ly different coexistence '.A person
the other of pain broad.*brealqng 1den@ty, lifestyle seeking approval
+ An infinite vehicle that  and living space as a member of
being out of  makes oneself’'s the commumnity
control or ahilities real
possession
Emphasis of
ethics of the  responsihility reciprocity tolerance hospitality recognition
other
* Responsihility ¢ Regarding self  + Consider the * Tolerance * The other is
is derived from and the other as  other as the presupposes @ an active being
the other, and  an equal being subject of desire for control ~ that shapes
responsibility is capable of tolerance on the  and ownership, identity and
the sacrifice of judging behavior ~ premise of responsibility  self-consciousnes
oneself o Includes  self-contradiction assumes a sense s from outside
* Highlight one's consideration for between self and ~ of guilt and ~ * Oneself grows
The practice active acceptance the other starting the other sacrifice, while  up, resisting the
toward the  of passive the  with respect for * Tolerance hospitality intervention and
other / other oneself increases internal ~ presupposes evaluation from
Characteristics + The other's  equality among equality the other,
help and individuals + The tension of  creating one’s
institutional life  * The other is unconditional and own identity and
are needed to an object of conditional  self-consciousnes
realize one's  coexistence, but hospitality s and recognition
abilities not recognition,
but something
outside of oneself
¢ Unilateral * Replacement  * Tolerance is a  * If hospitality
responsibilities and necessary but not is insufficient,
can be supplementation sufficient conflict resolution
dispensations by are needed when  condition for 1s required
Limitations subjects the proposed coexistence
inability of
mutual
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