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The Spirituality and the Social Action Theology of Karl Barth
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ABSTRACT

Many theologians in these days try to correlate the Christian spirituality
and the Christian social action. In this essay, | attemped to seek for this
correlation in BARTH’s theology. Since 1970s, German theologians as F. W,
Marquardt and U. Dannemann emphasized the political side of BARTH’s theology.
This emphasis is unusual to us, who generally thinks his theology is conserva-
tive.

| devided the era of his theology in three parts. These are the times at
Safenwill of Swiss(1911-1919), about the time when "the Epistle to the Romans"
Ist. ed., 2nd. ed. were written (1920-1931) and "Church Dogmatics" era (1932-
1968).

During the first era, he was absorbed in Swiss religious socialism. It is
proved with the fact BARTH participated Swiss socialist party(S.P.S.). However
after the World War 1st, he recognized the Iimitation of German Socialism and
Bolschevism. And he displaced man’s revelution with the throughoutgoing re-
volution.

Ragaz criticized this theology of his as a quietism. Responding it, BARTH
wrote his masterpiece, Church Dogmatics. In 1this book, he argued man can
participate God’s revolution through the reconcialiation of Jesus Christ. He
linked together the reconcialiation to the liberation and the contemplation
to the commiiment.
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