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“Was her mother so much to blame? --- What mother would not want to save
her child from such a life? Charity thought of the future of her own child, and
tears welled into her aching eyes, and ran down over her face.” (170)
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“-- the gulf between them was too deep, and that the bridge their passion had
flung across it was as insubstantial as a rainbow”.
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“Fifth Avenue: an insurmountable barrier between them”.
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She herself felt as remote from the poor creature she had seen lowered into her

hastily dug grave as if the height of the heavens divided them. (169)
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Another reader's comment is as follows:

This is a tale that comes to life during a Summer, and the descriptions of the airy
landscape under the sun are amongst the most enrapturing aspects of this novel.

And then there is a story of conflict. First and foremost, of the heroine, Charity
Royall, who is not a heroine at all. She is in conflict with her past, with her present,
and, she suspects, with her future. She rebels against those who, charitably, have
offered her a refuge and a life, granting her name as a promising and foreboding
start.

The story seems to follow a straight path, a well-known path, but too many doubts,
too many uncertainties, too many false impressions, too many unknowns, too many
remote possibilities, make that path seem more and more like a treacherous chimeras,
and the only way left is to go back to the beginning.

And even if this could be taken as a lesson that one just has to accept things as
they are and shun fantasies, | could not but feel that the main character ultimately



fails. And even if she "had never known how to adapt herself, she could only break
and tear and destroy" the often analyzed but still unresolved plights of women with
their limited choices remain depressingly unresolved.



