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Re—reading The Adventures of Pinocchio from the

Perspective of the History of Redemption
&4 (Cheol-soo Kim)'

Abstract

This study aims to re—read 7he Adventures of Pinocchio, written by an ltalian writer
Carlo Collodi from the perspective of the history of redemption in Christianity. This book
as a piece of classical masterpiece enjoyed by people all over the world for generations
vividly depicts a boy’s initiation process, in which the emphasis on education and training
for the recovery of national order during the era of turbulence right after the Resorgimento
(unification) in ltaly ceaselessly clashes with the protagonist’s quest of an individual liberty.
However, read from the perspective of the history of redemption, this book, based on the
covenant between Geppetto, the father and creator, and Pinocchio, the creature, can be
regarded as the Pigrim’s Progress of Pinocchio, in which a puppet created from a single
material of a log pursues its goal to be a real human boy trying to fulfill the covenant by
going through a variety of temptations and perils. On the other hand, this story might be
interpreted as a story of limitless love and waiting by Geppetto, who has been waiting until
Pinocchio’s journey ends and the puppet becomes a proper boy as the father of the
prodigal son did in the Bible, after experiencing death in the stomach of a big shark. This
book therefore can be interpreted as a miniature of God’s history of redemption, through
which God himself came to this world in a human body to fulfill his covenant through his
death on the cross and resurrection for the eternal/real life of his human creature.

Key Words : Carlo Colodi, Adventures of Pinocchio, fairy tale, Kronos, Kairos, Covenant, the history
of redemption
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