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A Study of Perceptions of Christian University
Professors about the Role of Christian Universities in
the Era of the Fourth Industrial Revolution
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Abstract

The purpose of the study is to identify how Christian university professors perceive the
role of Christian universities in the era of the fourth industrial revolution and to explore the
degree of perceived importance of factors derived by professors. To collect data using
concept mapping, personal interviews with 17 Christian university professors were
conducted on the role of Christian universities in the era of the fourth industrial revolution.
50 final statements were confirmed by classifying the interviews, and a concept map
resulting from multidimensional scaling and cluster analysis was completed. The study
result showed that the professors' perceptions of the role of Christian universities consisted
of three dimensions and the sub—dimensions of seven clusters. The three dimensions are
human nature, education content and method, and practice. The seven clusters for the
sub—dimensions are human creation value education, future talent capacity education,
community awareness education, interpersonal relationship and adaptive change education,
selection and use of knowledge information, practice of Christian values, and community
resource provision. Christian university professors' awareness of the role of Christian
universities was different from one another, but the four most commonly valued roles were
human creation value education, future talent capacity education, interpersonal relationships,
and adaptive change education. The study findings provide some insights and implications
for the role of Christian universities in the fourth industrial revolution era.
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Table 1 General characteristics of study participants

Participant Department Sex Age Career Area
A Korean literature M 53 24y Seoul
B Educational psychology F 48 11y Seoul
C French literature F 47 16y Seoul
D Korean literature F 49 20y Seoul
E Japanese literature M 48 13y Seoul
F Education M 4 21y Jeolla
G Theology M 43 13y Jeolla
H Nursing F 49 23y Jeolla
I Social welfare F 5! 20y Gyeonggl
] Counsel F 51 17y Chungcheong
K Social welfare F 46 12y Jeolla
L Robotics M 59 20y Gyeongsang
M Political science F 42 12y Chungcheong
N English literature F 5'5) 33y Gyeonggi
o Theology M 53 20y Gyeongsang
P Economics M 49 12y Gyeongsang
Q Nursing F 45 10y Gyeonggi

*no administrative professor experience
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Cluster Statement number
1 20,21,22,23 2829 (Total 6)

11,24,25,27,38,39,40 (Total 7)

2
3 12,714 (Total 4)
4 12,1315,16,17,1819 (Total 7)

6,8.9,10,26,30,31,32,35,36,37,41,42
(Total 13)

6 3453334 (Total 5)

7 43,44,45,46,47484950 (Total 8)

Figure 1. 4th Industrial Revolution 3—Dimensional Concept of the Role of Christian

University and Statement number
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Table 2 Key control and cluster name

Cluster Key control Cluster name Dimension
human creativity value, ethics, human creative value
1 . . . human nature
morality, existence education
9 convergence, comprehensive ability, future human competence
creativity, criticism education
3 collaboration, solidarity, diversity ~ community spirit education  edycation
4 open thinking, liberal education, interpersonal relationships ~ contents and
adaptation, prediction and adaptability education methods
5 knowledge, information, integration, education for knowledge
virtual space, high-tech devices selection and use
6 truth, sacrifice, emotion, and practice of Christian
utilization values )
. . B - practice
7 community, networking, resource practice of community

provision, knowledge hub

resource provision
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Table 3 Average of clusters and statements

of,
>
K=}
N
it
El
4
e
i3
i)
2
=)

Statement

Statement  Cluster

-Ave -Ave
Cluster 1. Human creative value education
20 Educate to find important values on their own 458+
21 Educate to have the right values. 452+
22 Educate to value ethics and morality 429 449
23 Educate to raise good conscience 441
28 Educate to maintain good and positive human nature 447
29  Educate to know the importance of human existence 4,64+
Cluster 2. Future human competence education
11 Educate to be true to oneself in the changing world 441
24 Educate to have convergent thinking and behavior 4.29%
25 Educate to have comprehensive thinking 4.20%
27 Educate to strengthen human creativity 417 428
38 Educate to demonstrate imagination 411
39 Educate to raise creativity 4.29%
40 Educate to build sound criticism 441
Cluster 3. Community spirit education
1 Educate to collaborate well 4,23+
2 Educate to have solidarity to share 4.29% 419
7 Educate to utilize human networking 417
14 Educate to perform multiple functions 405
Cluster 4. Interpersonal relationships and adaptability education
12 Educate to have an open mind. 423+
13 Provide various liberal arts education in addition to vocational education 4,23+
15 Educate how to well maintain interpersonal relationships 406
16 Educate to experience pleasure from interpersonal relationship 4.20% 422
17  Educate to accommodate and adapt to changes in various professions 4.29%
18 Educate to adapt to changing society 4.41%
19 Educate to predict and respond to social change 406
Cluster 5. Education for knowledge selection and use
6  Educate how to network knowledge 4.06%
8  Educate to network information 417+ 350
9  Educate to actively find information 3.88%
10 Educate to actively participate in virtual space 3.29

<continued>
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Statement  Cluster
Statement
-Ave -Ave
26 Educate to integrate academic disciplines 4.00%
30 Educate to use information well 376
31 Educate to select the right information 4.00%
32 Educate how to select informtaion reasonably 3.82x%
35 Educate to choose qualified knowledge 4.065%
36 Educate to analyze the big data 358
37 Educate to choose and use a good deal of knowledge 364
41 Educate to handle high—tech devices 3.76
42 Educate people to use virtual space and reality appropriately 3.70
Cluster 6. Practice of Christian values
3 Educate to practice Christian sacrifice 352
4 Educate to recognize the truth of Christianity 4.41%
5  Educate students with a fusion of Christian values and class subjects 398 411
33 Educate to experience and use positive emotions 4.38+
34  Educate to maintain and express healthy emotions and energy 4.29%
Cluster 7. Practice of community resource provision

43 Play a role to connect a community in need and students who can help 3.76
44 Recognize societal needs and respond to them appropriately 4.16%
5 Play a role to combine human and material resources through 204

networking that a society needs
% Play a role to provide ‘in.formation to various members of society 411

as well as the underprivileged 393
47 Play a role to provide a society with a place to get integrated knowledge 3HA

Provide a society with a forum for various philosophical and
48 .. . . 4.00%

religious discussions
49 Provide a society with information and knowledge 3HA
50 Serves a society a knowledge hub 4.06%

* Above cluster average
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