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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the perception of homosexuality among young Christians
in Korea. The population of this study was 247 young individuals at six churches in Seoul,
Gyeonggi—do, Incheon, Daegu, and Gyeongsangbuk—do. SPSS 22.0 was used for statistical
analysis. The main findings are as follows: First, the main route for young Christian people
to get information on homosexuality was media, such as ‘Internet(28.0%)’, ‘TV(25.3%)’, and
‘Movie(18.8%)’, rather than church education. Second, although most young Christian
individuals, in this study, clearly recognize homosexual behavior as a sin, 17.8% of them
reported more accepting attitudes towards homosexuality on the grounds that one’s choice
should be admitted. Third, the most influential factor in changing a position regarding
homosexual behaviors as not a sin to as a sin is ‘Church Education(46.5%).” Conversely, the
factors that influenced the shifted stance to disagree on considering homosexuality as a sin
were ‘disappointment on the attitudes of churches(20.0%)’, ‘scholars claiming the innate
nature of homosexuality(16.7%)’, ‘media such as TV and movies(16.7%)’, and ‘doubts on the
Bible(16.7%).” Fourth, the youth members attending churches which actively educate
homosexuality as a sin tend to show more satisfactory evaluation on their churches’
responses. Fifth, early—twenties are the most indifferent group on homosexuality issues and
the most dissenting group in recognizing homosexuality as a sin. This study is meaningful
in that it explored the direction of future intervention based on the reports in respect to
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the perception of homosexuality among young Christian individuals. Limitations of this study
were given,

Key Words : homosexuality, church education, Christian youth
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Table 1 Socio—demographic background of respondents

Variable N(%) Variable N(%)

15-19 12(4.9) Church A 54(21.9)

20-24 125(50.6) Church B 38(154)

25-29 63(275) Church Church C 22(89)

Age 30-3H4 26(10.5) Church D 49(21.1)
3H5-39 11(45) Church E 10(4.0)

40-44 2(0.8) University Church ~ 71(28.7)

no response 3(1.2) Sex Male 102(41.3)

- - Female 145(58.7)

e
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Table 2 Christian life period and motivation of respondents

Variable N(%) Variable N(%)
fron(; the age of 150(60.7) Intellectual excitement  3(1.2)
to now
more than 10 years — 48(194) .. Persondlity discipline  4(1.6)
Period of Motivation Fellowship among
o 6 to 9 years 19(7.7) for . 7(2.8)
Christian Christian believers
life 2 to b years 21(85) life Parental influence 42(17.0)
6 months to 1 year  6(24) Personal spiritual a7
reason
Less than 6 months  3(1.2) no response 5(2.0)
Total 247(100.0) Total 247(100.0)

91¢] <Table 2>l #IAJEl vpe} o], “Eejaleyo] A i d=ke] 60.7%6= Ao

o] s AASET AGNE B1E AUk 0 A 95 olf7}

_—



186%9(75.3%) .2 W, A7 tidabs tii-iol 94 ZLe| s7l& 7ML 1A
25 shar Rl Zle detd o= Qlvh REjRle 15099 AgAE 571 HA

|
ohAe] R4ZRsh vHIZAR Afele] G o]t TBRUUODE 7MY e

-

x
i o
o
[is7
2
K
o
i
dlo
o
i
3l
1o
o2
o
3
I
@2
o\_E/u
SN
r o
pay
(o
i
=
Auj
X0
O

9, ZRET
B olye] ALSE AEAE thxt AW, AR FUE B 2 94, @
slefe] s3] A, w3le] s olgrel tigk vk B, FA N HE v, &
Aofloll et Bl A ool #3F Ao w FAEo] glom Zhzke] gy 3 4
= <Table 3>3} 7t}
Table 3 Composition of the questionnaire for the survey
Section Description Numbfer of
questions
Background information  General information on demographics and Christian life 5
Devoutness in Worship service, Bible, Prayer, Evangelism, 7
Christian life Volunteering and almsgiving, Fellowship, Offering
Perception of Perceiving homosexual behavior as sinful, Change in 4
Homosexuality the attitude and its reason
Information on Homosexuality . . . .
offered by church Bible, Church programs, Discussion among believer 3

Church’s interests in political and legal issues about

Church's atfitude toward homosexuality, Activeness of church’s teaching on 3

Homosexuality homosexuality, Satisfaction on the attitude of church

Exposure to information ~ Sources of information on Homosexuality, Homosexual 4
on Homosexuality acquaintance, Experience of homosexual affection

Attitude toward Cognitive level 3
Homosexuality Emotional level 2
Basic sex consciousness 3
Sexual consciousness — Dating and romantic relationship 3
Premarital sex 3
Total 40
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Table 4 The medium respondents get information on homosexuality

unit: frequency(%)
*Excluded missing data from multiple analysis

Through which medium did you Through which media do you

Items get to know about usually get homosexual information
homosexuality for the first time? most frequently? (select 3)*
vV 69(279) 180(25.3)
Internet 60(24.3) 199(280)
Movie 13(6.3) 134(188)

<continued>
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Through which medium did you Through which media do you
Items get to know about usually get homosexual information
homosexuality for the first time? most frequently? (select 3)*
Books 22(89) 62(87)
Peer group 27(109) 5(7.9)
Church 21(85) %6(79)
School sexual education 11(45) 152.1)
Parents 1004) 3(04)
efc. 17(6.9) 6(0.8)
no response 6(2.4) 10(4.0)
Total Count 247(100.0) 721(100.0)

(2) Aol ws EZHoMe SHof HE & ZE

Table 5 Experience on homosexual information and contents in church environment

Item Values Frequency(%) Total
. Yes 192(77.7)
In the Bible 247(100.0)
No 55(22.3)
L ) : Yes 153(61.9)
in discussion among believers 247(100.0)
No HU3R.1)
Several times 133(53.8)
At church program Once or Twice 91(36.8) 247(100.0)

No 23(9.3)
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Table 6 Homosexuality acceptance of research subjects

Values Frequency(%)
Totally unacceptable 136(54.7)
Unacceptable Not quite acceptable 55(22.3) 10(76.9)
somewhat acceptable 40(16.2)
Acceptable Totally acceptable 4(16) U178)
I don't know 13(5.3)
Total 247(100.0)

Table 7 Attitude towards homosexuality of respondents
unit: frequency(%)

Values Item Frequency(%)  Total
Think homosexual behavior is sinful 135(71.1)
Less Feel uneasy about homosexuality for no particular reason 14(7.4)
accepting Concerns for social turmoil 19(10.0) 190(76.9)
etc. 116.8)
no response 11(5.8)
Do not matter if that is what they want to do 7(159)
Do not want to deny their love because it is one of the
aciﬁgfng ways of their life 09 )
Unavoidable if homosexuality is inherent factor 49.1)
etc. 23(52.3)
I don't know 13(5.3)

Total 247(100.0)
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Table 8 The factors affected to change their stance to agree on

considering homosexual behavior as sinful
unit: frequency(%)
*Excluded missing data from multiple analysis

Item Rank 1 3 things(multiple)*
Church education 20(46.5) 32(26.0)
Media such as TV and movies 8(186) 23(187)
Internet 6(14.0) 22(179)
Peer group 204.7) 14(11.4)
Books 1(2.3) 12(9.8)
Parents 123) 9(7.3)
School sexual education 1(2.3) 54.1)
etc. 4(9.3) 6(4.9)
Total 43(100.0) 123(100.0)
AN e AE sk Aot Badl 2159 5 20.026(439)7F 4
WsPh gtk SRtk BAGPE Heke ol Felhs e w43 3
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Table 9 The factors which affected them to change their stance not to agree on
considering homosexual behavior as sinful

unit: frequency(%)
*Excluded missing data from multiple analysis

Item Rank 1 3 things(multiple)*

Internet 0(0.0) 4(26.7)

Scholars claiming the innate nature of homosexuality 1(16.7) 3(20.0)
Media such as TV and movies 1(16.7) 2(133)
Acquaintances who advocate homosexuality 000.0) 16.7)
Disappointed to the attitude of churches 2(20.0) 2(13.3)
Doubts on the Bible 1(16.7) 2(133)
Don’t want to be blamed in society 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Thought I might be homosexual 000.0) 000.0)
Books 0(0.0) 16.7)

Total Count 5(100.0) 15(100.0)
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Table 10 Perceived activeness of the church in teaching homosexual behavior as sinful

unit: frequency(%)

Church

VAUeS  Chuch A Chuch B Church C Church D Church E Urcnﬁcsrllty

Very active 49(90.7) 16(42.1) 145) 11(21.2) 6

(60.0)
Somewhat active  3(5.6 14(36.8) 8(35.4) 18(34.6) 2(20.0) 15(21.1)
Usually active 237 6(15.8) 7(31.8) 14(26.9) 1(10.0) 5(7.0)
0 (27. (100 6)

)

)

) 126) 6(27.3) 6(11.5) 1

Not active at all ~ 0(0.0) 1(2.6) 000.0) 3(6.8) 0(0.0) 2(2.8)
no response 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 000.0) 0(0.0) 000.0) 228

Total 54(1000)  38(100.0)  22(1000)  52(1000)  10(100.0)  71(100.0)

Not quite active  0(0.

Table 11 Attendee’s satisfaction on the church’s attitude and response to
homosexual behavior

unit: frequency(%)

Church
Vs Chuch A Church B Church € Church D Church B UPversity
Church
Very satisfied ~ 49(90.7) 6(15.8) 3(136) 6(11.5) 2(20.0) 11(155)
Somewhat
satisfied
Neither satisfied
nor dissatisfied

7(13.0) 15(385) 5(22.7) 10(19.2) 1(10.0) 26(36.6)

7(13.0) 16(42.1) 7(3L8) 29(55.8) 7(70.0) 22(31.0)

Somewhat

dissatisfied 00.0) 1(26) 7(31.8) 7(135) 000.0) 3(11.3)
Never satisfied 119 000.0) 000.0) 0(0.0) 000.0) 4(56)

Nno response 000.0) 00.0) 000.0) 000.0) 000.0) 000.0)

Total 54(1000)  38(100.0)  22(100.0)  52(100.0)  10(100.0)  71(100.0)
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Table 12 Kruskal-Wallis test on church’s activeness on teaching homosexual
behavior as sinful and Attendee’s satisfaction on the church’s attitude

unit: MEAN+SD
Church
t iversi 2p)
em Church A Church B Church C Church D Church B University — x2(p
Church
Chuch 7ot 413696 318:91 35113 4304106 4354104 o
Activeness (000)
Attendee’s 56,93
+ + + + + n
Safisfaction 434+86  368£78 318t1.06 320+& 350+H 343198 (000)

e] <Table 10> w37} FA N7t HIE&
gk Adolth. <Table 12>0ll4 &1 + Q% 7+ w3lo] wet AR wls-
n)gk zpol7}b UAILG2=75.82, p=000), AnL3] thetws] Ews| Bils], Duls], Cil3]
wo w2 ASA 0l

3 w3lo] A F LA w39 FAolol gt Bl WS AE EUS
wf, oA 3] Fhel] EAA 0w Fom|gk Afo] 7 AATHA2=06.93, p=.000). -8 A543
o] 7P &= Au3|7F wslo] gAdofol tiEk tiSol thek oMk 191310,
Ttk Buls], Eag], tishas], Das], Cils] o2 =UrH<Table 12> 1),

99 AnE FFHRY, w37t st IS dEe A5 =%
e 3] Biel] gk dwo] W £9)7F Bus|(th$A 54 49, Wk 2%’4
el s](c-8-4 57 291, W= 49]) ffo YA BE w7t U Aow B o)

OPH
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Table 13 Cross Analysis on experience on homosexual information and
contents in church environment
unit: frequency(%)

Church
Queston ~ Values  Church A Church B Church C Church D Church E UE“}‘I’ECS;W 2p)
(N34 (N3 (N=22)  (N=52)  (Ne=10)
(N=T1)

- Yes 468700 2163 1984 3156 880 6690 3413
e No (130 17TWD 3136 AU 200 570 (000
Discussion ~ Yes 31685 18474 16(27) 20404 TD0) WD 0
among

believers No 17315 00260 6273  31(396) 33000 17(239) (001

several times  43(796) 12(316) 12(345) 15(288)
once or twice 10(185) 18(474) 10455  25(48.
Not at all 119 82LD) 000 1223
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Table 14 Kruskal—Wallis test of devoutness in christian life and
sexual consciousness (by church)

unit: MEAN=SD
Church
Question Church  Church  Church  Church  Church  University  x2(p)
A B C D E Church

Devoutness in 2
+. +. + +. + +.
s e 1143474 1260411 1524350 13145320 1390314 1164422 "
Soxual e e AT0 21964543 17484382 19614483 18804547 18554523 0L
Cconsciousness (OOO)

Seoll A ] ek 3F fef gk o7k AATHa2=3271, p=000). XYL &
w3 ojghus] Euls] 0% w9kom the-0 7 Buls] Duls|7} uigltt

o duAl A B EX A SOl dig BeE WAshks 4 oA 94 w3
b Aol7h frelahtix2=3261, p=000). ©4 A7 oAl W F Bzt 7 7Y
Aolglom, 11 thyo® Dus], Eud], tigtus] o= /iAol Cuslel Aul

3= v alglsol Hls) BaAQl Holoitt.

o

=

O

SHof 7 214

ol
nE

(4) @

Table 15 Answers on whether they agree that homosexual behavior is sinful (by church)
unit: frequency(%)

Church
Values A B C D E University
Church Church Church Church Church Church
Totally agree 49907  18(474)  18@8L8)  29(5H6.8) 6(60.0) 46(64.8)

lightly A4(74) 8(21.1) 3(13.6) 11(21.2) 4(40.0) (
Not agree slightly 0(0.0) 4(105) 0(0.0) 596) 000.0) 4(56)
Not agree totally 1(1.9) 5(13.2) 1(45) 1(19) 0(0.0) 1(14)
Pvenever heard of 00 406 0000 268 0000 000
homosexuality is a sin

Pdom'teareil 0 oge) 000 47D 000) 11.4)
homosexuality is a sin

Total Count 54(100.0)  33(100.0)  22(100.0)  52(100.0)  10(100.0)  71(100.0)
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<Table 15>°] W2xRtA A Faf w3lo] o s 3
W, A ke AS stk SEAe] HlES dubHoR A YeRdth g,
Y SHA T UelA] AR FosleAE AWRYS u, Al H0.7%, Cil
5= 8L8%E el w2 HlES YR Wb, Dul3|(56.8%), Bals](47.4%)= 50%
ulele] SHES Btk dishaslel EuslE 747 648%, 60.0%9 $HES YER
o} 3, A7 Hibe Aol dHoR Foshs $HEC] W Buldlel Duldl=
SANE ek AZEA RAVKBLLE] 237%, DLl 115%) #ilel gl SHAHB
w3 79%, D3] 115%)7F HlEsoleh T34l $uArE the Jeksel vls] wokth
thetudle] 75 wlEe] o] 7.0%, T SHA7E 14%th

Table 16 Kruskal-Wallis test on devoutness in christian life and
sexual consciousness (by age group)

unit: MEAN+SD
( oU]
Question Age group x2(p)
~19 N~ BB DA B early s

Devoutness i yo i1 13736417 15184411 16008462 17804450 20002288 00
christian life (.002)
Sl o g 1907SITS 1TBM5Z 1274566 1573:4dl 15301350 20
consciousness (.035)

AR A FHAEG2=1873, p=002)2 4 <J4(2=1201, p=035)°l -F2lgt
Zpol7b it 2 AU LTS AL SAETF =9k, £ AvA Sl digt
A

S el 4 o

oZ
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Table 17 Answers on whether they agree homosexual behavior is sinful (by age group)
unit: frequency(%)

Values Age
~19 0~24  25H~29 30-H# 3H-39  early 40s
Totally agree 6(500) 76(608) 5lL(7H0) 22(846) 8727  2(100.0)
Slightly agree 54L7) 302400 9(132)  3(1L5) 109.1) 0(0.0)

Slightly disagree 000.0) 8(64) 4(59) 0(0.0) 000.0) 0(0.0)
Totally disagree 000.0) 7(56) 000.0) 000 2182  000.0)

Never heard of homosexual
behavior is sinful 18.3) 2(1.6) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 000.0)
Don't care whether homosexual
behavior is sinful or not 0(0.0) 2(16) 4(59) 1(38) 0(0.0) 000.0)
Total

12(100.0) 125(100.0) 68(100.0) 26(100.0) 11(100.0) 2(100.0)

o

91o] <Table 17>0] YERt QAo We S4d) A A4 L Avnw, w5
Aol A Folaln eerhel Ao Bolala eherh) 2 F 1990,
A g9 9% F 7o) 20dlel Selele) the A wwd W 20zl
MES) SEAALOR B st ol AR FolsA gtk v

o E9km, BelE R M@ Aoz Yt tale] o4
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Table 18 t—test on devoutness in christian life and sexual consciousness (by sex)

unit: MEAN+SD
; Sex
Question N o ()
Devoutness in christian life 14.24+4.29 14.78+4.36 (_23%6)
. 340°
Sexual consciousness 19.80+5.44 1752+4.98 CooD)
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Table 19 Answers on whether they agree homosexual behavior is sinful (by sex)
unit: frequency(%)
Sex
Values Male Female
Totally agree 65(63.7) 101(69.7)
Slightly agree 21(20.6) 28(19.3)
Slightly disagree 4(39) 96.2)
Totally disagree 5(49) 428
Never heard of homosexual behavior is sinful 2(2.0) 1(0.7)
Don't care whether homosexual behavior is sinful or not 5(4.9) 2(1.4)
Total 102(100.0) 145(100.0)
<Table 19> AA|== Aafo] Wz v]Ee] S| tish AJd zjol= mn|
AT 88%, o4 9.0%), T34 SHEC] YA69%)°] dHQ21% EY B W
KoM, o SH HEE W O] o vk R 84.3%, 914 89.0%)°] YERSTE
V. 28 9 =9
1 3
B AT 715 gdel B4 AA2AE gl Axwgen, drel Ane e
5 2
AA, QAL Sl T 8-S He Hg wiAe 2 Heke wiAE TV(27.9%,
25.3%) 9} ANEIUN(24.3%, 280%)°] 7M =2 SHES HTh vhd wslE 5 54
of #H W8S =2 Hila vt SHe AR 7.9%, A HIoka S Al
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