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A Qualitative Case Study on the Unstable Reality of
Unmarried Middle—Aged Female Temporary Workers
and the Role of the Church
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to understand the unstable life of unmarried, middle—aged,
female temporary workers in church, to investigate the concept of marriage based on
biblical point of view and the role of church for them. One of the socially disadvantaged
people stated in bible, as orphan and widow, is the middie—aged unmarried women in
church with difficult financial circumstances and living an involuntary single life. This study
intended to help them receive the halistic salvation in church, with a hope for socially
disadvantaged people to live their lives with confidence, without getting alienated in society.
To this end, this study collected and analyzed data using one of the qualitative research
methods, the in—depth interview. In conclusion, the interviews resulted with the topics: The
current single life and church life, Living alone in later years and position in the church,
Expectations on the role of the church, Based on Apostle Paul’s claim, regardless of married
or not, it is important to view them as fellow workers in church, who are participating in
expanding the kingdom of God. Therefore, it is necessary for churches to support single
middle—aged, female temporary workers, both spiritually and physically for them to carry out
good christian work, which is the recovery of redemption as a holistic person.

Key Words : temporary work, unmarried middie-aged women, unstable reality, the role of the church
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Table 1 Characteristics of Respondents
) Monthly Income ~ Years of being . Residence
Name Age Education Job - (it millian won) in Christiznity """ onship
1 5u! college translator 15 from birth parents parents
graduate house
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graduate house
5 o5 ol ctor 20 from birth  parents PO
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quit graduate  freelance . ) . parents’
5 48 . irregular income from birth parents
school designer house
. apartment
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graduate employee )
her sister
1l home- f: y
7 20 cofeee ome-sfudy 08 3 years father athers
graduate teacher house
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Table 2 Topic and subtopic

Topic Subtopic

The current single life  Financially - mentally unstable

and church life Encountering negative views as singles in church

Living alone in later years Fear of living alone in later years

and position in the church Insecurity of becoming a burden to the church

Expectations on the role  Spiritual part: Systematic rearing system for spiritual maturity

of the church Physical part: Supporting service for senior citizens who live alone
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