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A study on Vocational Calling of Christian Young Adult:
Roles and Tasks on Churches

ol20| (Eun Mi Lee)

Abstract

We make daily living and get opportunity to reveal our identity, and serve our neighbors
and society through work. Work (vocation) has an important and lasting impact on our lives
as a whole. In modern society, however, work has been unable to find meaning as a
calling while emphasizing the means of livelihood and social status. Especially Christian
young adult who have yet to make significant efforts and attempts to explore their career
paths and career choices, they have not been taught about vocational calling from the
Church, even though it is very important. In this study, it examined how the Bible speaks
about vocational calling, why it is important and necessary for Christian young adult, and
how to find a vocation(calling). It also explored the role of the Church in helping Christian
young adult to choose a career according to their vocational calling and to live a life
responsive to God's calling by recognizing and practicing the work as God's calling.

Even Christians have a view that work is a cursing or punishment that is given to human
beings as a result of sin, but in the Bible, man is prospering and enjoying through work,
and eventually describes work as a gift to man. The concept of vocation rooted in Martin
Luther's theology, has a religious meaning that applies not only to some clergy but also
to the life of a secular society. Through Luther's universal priesthood, all professions are
precious, spiritual, and equally honorable to God. Breaking the ancient tradition of the
Middle Ages, Luther said that unless he was guilty of sin by himself, all work would follow
God's calling.

In early adulthood, there is much anxiety and confusion in searching for career and
profession. but as a Christian young adult, they have to explore what kind of meaning and
plan do God have in the process of leading them into the world and how they can glorify
God and practice love to neighbors. For Christian young adult, the vocation has a special
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meaning. First, the values and perspectives of the professional world are changed from
the material age to the relationship age. Second, work based on vocation help to make
meaningful and sustainable work. Third, the vocation of the Christian young people should
be matured by spirituality.

In this way, the vocational calling not only enables Christian young adult to live a life
of obedience to God's call, but also has a very important Christian value that enables the
meaning and purpose of work and the command of love of neighbor. Therefore, the
Church should give Bible—based teachings about the importance and value of vocation to
Christian youth, provide specialized career and vocational exploration training in the
church, and develop career—based mentoring or role modeling programs based in
developing human resources from inside and outside churches.

Key Words : Christian Young Adult, Career Development, Vocational Calling, Roles and Tasks of
Contemporary Churches
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