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The Theological Thought of Jacques Ellul and
Reflections on His Thought

0|AtTl (Sang Min Lee)

Abstract

Characteristics of the theological thought of Jacques Ellul are showed up like this: First,
the ‘reality’ and the ‘truth’ are combined and unified through his unique dialectical method.
Second, as the ‘religious belief' is distinguished from the ‘true faith,” the ‘religion’ is
opposed to the ‘revelation.” Third, the ‘dereliction’ is suggested as the symptom of this age.
In the age of the ‘dereliction,” the ‘hope’ is not only the wait or conviction, but the firm
demand of men and their provocation transmitted to God in the face of the rejection and
silence of God and his turning the back on them. In the age of the ‘dereliction,” the true
prayer of Christians should be a persistent and combative prayer asking God to return and
speak again to us. Fourth, the liberty is obtained in Jesus Christ, and only ‘the liberty in
Jesus Christ’ is the true liberty. Fifth, it is in the world that Christians should experience
the liberty, and in the world there are realms to which it is concretely applied. Sixth, the
Christians should create and pursue the new style of life by means of the connected acts
among themselves. Reflections on the theological thought of Ellul which contains such
characteristics are as follows: First, Ellul reveals himself as a man of God and as a
Christian through his theological thought, and he is regarded as the ‘prophet’ of the age.
Second, the theological thought of Ellul based on the ‘hope’ aims at alliance and
accordance between Christians and Israel, and it stands against ‘the theology of the death
of God.” Third, Ellul's contribution to the contemporary theology is extraordinary, and his
theological method which has truly contributed to the contemporary theology has the very
special force.

Key Words : Jacques Ellul, truth and reality, revelation and religion, true faith and religious belief,
dereliction, hope and liberty
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