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Polyphony in “the Book of Ruth” and It’s Implications
2 &4 (Cheol-soo Kim)’

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the process of the developments in the narratives of “the
Book of Ruth,” Old Testament's eighth book, in the light of Mikhail Bakhtin's theory of
dialogism composed of the concepts such as ‘polyphony’ and ‘carnival’ and reconsider
the significance of the text. The significance of this approach lies in the possibilities for a
reader to analyze the Bible, one of the most authoritative and monologic books, which is
read, meditated upon and applied to life, on the basis of literary theories or devices tracing
diverse voices in it. For such analysis will provide the reader with a new perspective from
which he or she can find God’s Will permeating into the diverse voices in the text. In fact,
"The Book of Ruth,” which deals with the history of the survival of a Jewish family, contains
in it diverse voices in tension. There are the voices of ancient Jews despising and
excluding strangers, that of a gentile having her voice heard in the relationships with the
Jews, and also that of the narrator demonstrating the stafus quo of Israel of the time. And
all of the voices are interwoven in a clever way to manifest the provisions and plan of God,
who intervenes in important historical moments, providing gentiles with a more honorable
status than Jews, and handing over the leadership to women in a male—dominated society,
in the forms of dialogic polyphony and carnival.
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