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Exploring the Meaning of School Community Recognized by Christian
Alternative School Teachers
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ABSTRACT

This article aims to explore the meaning of community that teachers of Christian alternative
schools recognize. For this purpose, this study conducted a qualitative case study of eight
teachers who have worked or had worked at various types of Christian alternative schools.
As a results, for the teachers, the ‘community’ meant a field that shared common values and
educational philosophy, a place where conflict and problems (must be) solved, and a natural
product as time goes by. Also, findings include that a sense of community is tremendously
shaken when the identity of teachers is threatened by the name of the community, when a
colleague or a student, who are the supportive base of life, left a school, and when the school’
s narrative is not passed on to the next generation. Based on the findings, the article concludes

with some suggestions to build a healthy community for Christian alternative schools.

Key words : Christian alternative school, teachers, community, school community, meaning-
making
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current/former
.
current
current
current
current
current
current
former
former

grade to teach
M & H
E4-6
H3

(in 2019) *

teaching career
(years)

sex/age

M/ 33

M/ 32

M/ 39

M/ 33

M/ 43

M/ 40

M/ 34

M/ 36
* E: elementary school, M: middle school, H: high school
** former refers to a teacher who left school as of 2019.
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