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A Study on the Sense of Reality and Formative Embodiment of Korean
Contemporary Christian Art -Focusing on ‘Ecology and Environment’
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ABSTRACT

This study examines the Korean contemporary Christian art's recognition and embodiment of
reality by focusing on the artists' works dealing with the natural and ecological environment. In
order to examine the nature and ecology through the Christian world view, the study primarily
discusses the cultural mandate, stewardship and the future of nature and culture in the Bible.
Also, this study compares and categorizes the artists' perspectives and reactions towards
nature into three realms : pioneering and conquest, restoration and care, and compliance and
coexistence. The phenomena of natural ecology in contemporary art and natural ecology by
Christian artists show much similarity in appearance. However, Christian artists tend to focus
on the humble definition of careers rather than conquerors. They also differ in that they show
communality, which is intended not to settle on personal narratives and expressions, but to
empathize and involve the public. Both pay attention to the real crises and problems in ecology
and the environment, but Christian artists try to find alternatives to restoration by looking at
ecology and the environment from the Christian world view of the Creator and the world. The
ecological environment of these Christian artists does not limit the horizon of contemporary
Christian art to Christian themes and church art. The Christian world view deals with all things
created by the Creator and expands to illuminate and express history, reality and the future. In
addition, it demonstrates cultural transformation efforts by fulfilling the calling as responsible
stewards in the contemporary art world.

Key words : Christian Art , Sense of Reality , Embodiment ,Ecology, Environment
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[Figure 1] Michael Heizer, [Figure 2] Robert Smithson, <Spiral Jetty>, 1970

<Double Negative>1969-1970 Diameter : 48.8 M
Lenth : 4573M
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[Figure 3] Richard Long, <Han River Circle> [Figure 4] Andy Goldworthy, < Sidewinder>, 1985
2011, Daegu Art Museum
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[Figure 7] Kim, Y. L, 1991
<Women Holding the Earth>

[Figure 8] Kim, Y. L,
<A Women Planting Green> 1991
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[Figure 9] Park H., <Dear Hunting Seoul Project>,
1998

[Figure1Q] Park H,,
<Black Bear Rescue Operation>, 1999
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[Figure 11] Park H, The Last Insect [Figure 12] Park H, Becoming Fabre -
Collecting in the 20t Century Project Plan, 2000 Ecological Environmental Projet  at Insadong,
Seoul, 2001
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[Figure 13] Ko, S. H., <A Century’s Sound> [Figure 14] Ko,S.H,,
Keum River, Gong-joo, 2012 <Me and Donkey>, SanBernardo, Italy, 2019
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[Figure 13] Ko, S. H., <A Century’s Sound> [Figure 14] Ko,S.H,,
Keum River, Gong-joo, 2012 <Me and Donkey>, SanBernardo, Italy, 2019
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