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A Study on Symbolic Meanings of Design of Church Chancel as
Multispace for the Realization of its Religious Function
- Focused on Baekseok University Church Chancel -
Z Off 2} (Ellie Choy**

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to show how the worship space of church buildings expresses
the Christian symbolism presented by the Bible for the purpose of serving as a place of worship
while performing various functions. The architecture of Baekseok University Presbyterian
Church is used as a specific research object to identify the characteristics and symbolism of the
space function. The focus is on what symbolic meaning the design of the front wall of the pulpit
has in relation to the essential functions of the church. It can be established that the form of the
cleft of the wall of the pulpit has five Christian symbols.

First, it reveals the weakness of mankind and the protection of God by symbolizing the cleft of
the rock and safe places human being is hidden for protection by Him. Second, by symbolizing
the place of a foreigner who is self-confident or goes astray, the believer makes himself realize
that he is sinner and needs his salvation. Thirdly, it reminds us of God, who is a refuge, who
is our savior. Fourthly, by symbolizing the miracle of splitting the rock and watering them in
Rephidim, we realize that the Bible, the Word of God symbolized by the living water, keeps us
alive. Fifthly, by symbolizing the torn curtain of the most holy place in the temple and salvation
from sin, the believer is required to appreciate God's grace has saved the sinners and to realize
that prayer is a privilege of believers. The wall design of Baekseok University Presbyterian
Church reveals religious meanings by its symbolism and carries a rich Christian message that
binds users to the community of faith.

Key words : worship space, Christian symbolism, chancel design, religious community
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Figure 2. The church of St. Franziskus which
has become a landmark, Source: http://
www.newsnjoy.or.kr/news/articleView.
Figure 1. Garden Grove Community html?idxno=14381

Church with Resident Friendliness

in park, Source: http://theologia.kr/

board_church/56221

F|gure 3. The Temperi Akio church

which utilizes rock walls and hills

to become a landmark tourist

destination, Source: http://www.
e £8 020 58 5E christiantoday.us/2834

Figure 4. The landmark Hanover Expo is used as a
church and has a variety of exhibition halls, Source:
. http://www.newsnjoy.or.kr/news/articleView.
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Table 1. Types and symbolic meanings of motif

Type Theological meaning Place Biblical content
Crown The glory of the  eventual | Sanctuary, Basin, .
winner SUPPOTtS Four crown, REV 6:2
Lion Power, Courage,  Regal Sanctuary, Basin, .
power, Jesus Supports GEN 49:9
Prosperity; Sanctuary, Basin Palm trees and bloomed
Palm Tree BeautvVictor SUDPOTTS ' ' flowers carved inside and
Y y PP outside the temple  1KI 6:29
Salvation, A means to save
Ark the sinful world from ruin, Catacombs mural HEB 11,7
Baptism
Cherubim and a flame sword
. guarding the way to the tree
Cherubim ﬁfﬁggﬁriﬂé God \é\{Jarl’IEac?Esanctuary Door, of life on the east side of the
yp Garden of Eden
GE 324
) Sanctuary door, .
Open flowers | Mature faith Sanctuary wall 1Kl 6:29
A bunch of lTa'frw]ej richness of the promised
8rapes The profusion of God’s NU13:23
promises
Jesus the Sacrifice, .
Sheep Innocence Catacombs mural PS 23,ISA 118
GEN 9:12-16,
Rainbow ghe covenant between the EZE 128
reator and creation
Benevolence, Glory
Circle Perfection, Eternity, Infinity PS 26:6
. Jesus Christ, Multiple fish:
Fish Savior, the Son of God Catacombs mural faithful Christians
Ladder ascension N 1:51
Peace, Gentleness,
Pigeon Purity, Catacombs mural MT 3:16-17
The Holy Spirit
Alpha,Omega | Beginning, End ISA 41:4, REV 1:8

7o E5YA e Ead ARIshe ST 2:9). W 9] BiYo] HA|= o ATAES
378 (2 8:12), w2 FHTAE ASS 3t &A1 3] BAE AT 2:9) (A4 - gt
%71-0]73], 2002: 547).
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Table 2. Analysis of spatial structure

Type Analysis elements
Rectangle Crucifix Circle Ellipse
shape shape shape shape
Worship Space | plane Form etc: Geometric,
Square Fan Cent- )
e shape al shape Complex, Various
yp p p type
Sectional form Flat type Balcony type Proscenium type
Plane form Closed type Open type
Altar at the center
, Triangular , ,
Altar layout | center-axis type axi One-sided axis
Pulpit area Alter + Pulpit Pulpit at the center
constuction way —
Longitudinal Transver- _
Layout type Centralized space
space sal space
Sectional Vertical Horizontal Flat
form type type type
The Cross Installation Non-installation
Choir Layout Behind the pulpit|  The front of a pulpit The side of a pulpit
loft type In a congregation| Back of a congregation Alcove type
Congregation Layout Axial layout Centripetal layout
Seat Seat type Benches Individual chairs
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He pAHo R Avine B Fels PUEo)n vr Feli W Folr A 224 7
A AEshs et A BRI F WAl AEshs FHt gudolt WR Fet guEe)
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Table 3. Analysis results of spatial structure of the Baekseok University Presbyterian Church

Type Analysis result

Crucifix Circle Ellipse
shape shape shape

Worshin S Plane Form Fan etc: Geometric,
Orship space Square type Cent-ral shape Complex,
shape .
Various forms
Sectional form Flat type Proscenium type
Plane form Closed type
Altar at the center
Altar layout | center-axis type Tnaarl(iular One-sided axis
Pulpit area )
construction Alter + Pulpit

way
Layout type Transversal Centralized space
space
Sectional Horizontal Flat
form type type
The Cross Installation
Choir Layout Beglur}gi;[he The front of a pulpit The side of a pulpit
loft type
Back of a congregation Alcove type
Congregation Layout Centripetal layout
Seat

Benches

Seat type

4
o2 Mr
o
fu
>
N
=1
Bl
o
2
=S
i)
12
s
1%
in)
i
-4
ox
ol
1>
o
T
e
i
rH
¢
)

2020.6 45



Figure 7. Front of Worship space (Haeun Hall) Source:  Figure 8. Worship space (Haeun Hall) of Baekseok

http://www.bupc.orkr/intro_09_2018_1 university presbyterian church Source: http://www.bupc.
orkr/intro_09_2018_1
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Figure 11. Close-up of front wall of worship space, Source:
Homepage of Baekseok university presbyterian church.
Worship. Source: http://www.bupc.orkr/BHN_SVP/FP/bhn_
player.html?src=rtmp://bupc.or.kr/vod/sermon/mp4:91201.
mp4&mode=sidebyside&scaleMode=fit&themeColor=ff990
0&frameColo333333&fontColor=cccccc&autostart=true&wi
dth=720&height=445.

Figure 10. Preparation for baptism and sacrament of
Baekseok university presbyterian church, Source: http://
www.bupc.orkr/webcasting_02_2018
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