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A Study on the Missionary Implications of
Korea-Japan Macroeconomic Changes
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze 28 years of Korea-Japan macroeconomic statistics
provided by the OECD from 1990 to 2017, and to examine the implications of these changes on
Japanese missionary work. In Japan, Francisco Javier preached the gospel in 1549 and Protestant
denominations were formed by American missionaries in 1859. However, the number of
Protestants is now 550,000 which is 0.4 % of the population. The study suggested that the gap
narrowed as Korea's GDP which was 8.9% of Japan in 1990, rose to 31.4% in 2017, and per capita
income rose from 25.68% to 77.40%. In addition, the annual average economic growth rate was
verified to be 1.16% for Japan, compared with a 5.19% rise for Korea during the survey period.
It also suggested that the gap between the two countries narrowed from 22.6% to 82.1% for
exports and from 29.6% to 71.2% for imports. Also, from the perspective of mission, the church
approached the understanding of the uniqueness of Christianity in Japan, the understanding of
church, worship method, and economic change, and suggested that the Japanese church and the

pastor can cooperate on the basis of faith.
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Figure 8. Internet utilization rate
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Figure 9. Changes in the Number of Christians in Japan
* Source: Research on the International Mission of the Tokyo Christian University in Japan(2019), p.9
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THYEZE7E 2019:19-22). 2L} o]e} Zro] Qo) 7= B-Lo] As|A] o]u] Qefo]il, 13
oh N1STAES] o) Bakil QRO Z1Ea AL i WA ekrk <1190k Zo] U AjAlu
ML) o) 1948W0] oF 205HH0|A] 201186] 659HE 0 & Z7l5te] BE AAAZ B oL} 2018
W 7 555 520 7 7kttt 7=l A4 H]go] Q1LY 1% H|gto|w, A E 314

2. Y=o| 7|5 ChY|Q} MRS, e 315}
201841 &) Qo] Zweh) AAF L A L oot 2k 23 T4 215570702 AE
Al 40.6%, BaA 39,1% 7= A 4.0%. 71EH] 16.3%2] EIEO|Th<E >, 7|=nl ©A|Q] £7} 8,626
72 Ergac] vlsto] @Afe] Wek FaAE-E G9lshe AR 19981330 E 02 AT 481%, B3l

46.5%, 7|E}

Table 1 Number of Religious Organizations in Japan (2018.12.31)
Religion Group (including religious corporations)

shrine temple church propagation other Total
Shintoism 80,983 14 5026 847 627 87497
Buddhism 26 76,872 1932 1,749 3,742 84,321
Christianity - 3 7102 724 756 8,585
Other Groups 65 41 17040 16,877 1144 35167
Total 81,074 76,930 31100 20,551 6,269 215,570

* Sources: Japanese Cultural Service, Japanese Religious Almanac, p.34

Table 2 The number of religious teachers and believers in Japan (2018.12.31)

teacher ‘ Ratio

male (foreigners) (fof;(eerilgﬁllteers) (forg?gglers) e %

Shintoism 45,596 (30) 26,102 (39) 71142 (54) 87,219,808 481
Buddhism 165,912 (374) 189,582 (21) 355,886 (591) 84,336,539 46,5
Christianity 26,959(2,259) 4,660 (824) 31,619 (3,324) 1921484 11
Other Groups 3(158) 123,735 (164) 200,848 (288) 7851545 43
Total 315 579(2 821) 344,079 (1,248) 659,658 (4,069) 181,329,376 100.0

* Sources: Japanese Cultural Service, Japanese Religious Almanac, p.34
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Table 3 The denomination of Christianity in Japan (201712.31)
Church Teacher Believer note
Catholicism 969 1,403 433,813 a teacher is a priest only
Orthodox Church 69 40 9,816
Protestant 7427 9432 555,167 including foreign missionaries
Total 8,465 10,875 998,796

* Source: Research on the International Mission of the Tokyo Christian University in Japan(2019), p.8

43%, 71=1 11%5>0] T3 2097, 2019) 7150 ARS7E 1921484 O 2 1% 2 We 52
of MET QL T 7HEES Al & B9 N B33HES 04% (L3]S 742770, 1A} 9,432,
A4 555,1678) &2 T GropITh< 3, 3

U2 7NN 0B8] WA= ol FHUZA 2L3]7} 2,20470(21.29%) 2 7P WAL, 2 ab AT 11.7%,
A 10.8%, /324 8.6%, WIF=A 79% 2] <~ Hol The|xgt U Buul RS % 175%% &
2 &S AAEHAL Qlek 123 20179 SR Ade] w33 S7hs B ol FHyZA w3
2,695, Ak ZEjWTh 54878 WA -898%, ZwubA Tk -810%, T wE|(=YA) 14862
2 AHRFERI 4SS Hole 7hed], i ﬂiﬂ“ﬂ 2351 7SIk & A0e R uE Alelst

] E A

>,

=

2 52 deadle e o A9} 3 9l 2900 B3 £ 543, 59 e gl

2 3he B weto)e) walolA v vt FuRl 548 1ol gtk (£ 37 Sar)s)

2019: 12-15)

Table 4 A Protestant denomination in Japan (201712.31)
Church Ratio Number of Ratio Number of Ratio
number (%) believers (%) worshipers (%)

Ecumenical 2,024 253 216,513 36.4 58,278 212
Luther 279 35 32,768 55 7149 26
Reform& Presbyterian 545 6.8 40913 6.9 21576 79
Baptist 891 11 56,532 95 29,579 10.8
cross-cultural missionary 866 10.8 44,530 75 32,084 n7
Weslean Horinnes 863 10.8 5741 97 23,593 86
Pentecoste charisma 872 109 50,054 8.4 38135 139
Other 541 6.8 23672 40 15,440 56

Unit unions, no church 1122 14.0 71,692 121 48526 177
Total 8,003 100.0 594,085 100.0 274,360 100,0

* Source: Research on the International Mission of the Tokyo Christian University in Japan(2019), p.11

9) Q14> 1912000750 H]al AAF47} 19982261 E 0. 2 Whe- 212 PE9] 739 thilal e melo] wop S5 Altw|gly] wzolth.
10) B2 1 7§33l tisf A= w7311 (2007), o)/d5+(2007)E =
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