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An exploration of the directions and tasks of education for peace and

unification in Korea
-focusing on the current status and issues of education

Z 32 M (Gu-Sup I(ang)**
M 2= 2 (Soo Eun Chae) (i AX{X}corresponding author)

ABSTRACT

Objective: In this paper, we reviewed the achievements and issues of various activities promoted in
the field of education related to unification of Korea, and North Korean education. We also presented the
foundations, tasks, and plans for peace education and unification education.

Method: The study analyzed and synthesized the literature presented in South Korea.

Result: One of the major issues for unification education in Korea was the limitation of shared values
of unification according to the characteristics of schools, teachers, and local environment. The other issue
regards paucity of programs that are inclusive for both the North Korean and North Korean students
beyond many pre-existing programs for North Korean refugee students to adjust to South Korean society.
Entering into the 21st century, the unification education practitioners conducted more specific and practical
activities: the direct contact through the extracurricular activities of North and South Korean students was
carried out at the civilian level beyond public or national policy.

Conclusion: Reflecting these achievements and issues, psychological, human, physical, and legal
foundations were suggested for future unification education. It was suggested that resolving hostility
toward North Korea should be given priority, that the forum for unification issues should be expanded, and

that a model for the integration of the inter-Korean education system should be presented.

Key words : Unification education, North Korean refugee, peace, Korean education system,
inclusion, integration
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Table 2. Research Trend on South-North Korean Education

Area | Year | Author(s) Topic
1991 | Kim, T. W, etc. | Research on Educational Integration Policy of South-North Korea
1992 | Park J-Y. etc. Eﬁtajscgtion Policy Study for Unification (I) - Policy directions and tasks at each
Park, J-Y. & , , .
1992 Pack S5-I Germany’s Education Integration
N Education Policy Study for Unification (I1) - Model of The Reunified Korean
1993 | Choi, Y-P, etc. Education System
1993 | Shin, S-H, etc. | Germany Education Integration and The Derived Issues
1994 | Choi, Y-P. etc. E&esearch on Integration of South Korea and South Korea Teacher Training
ystems
a 1996 Chung, Y-G,, | Short-term Measures for Educational Integration Preparing for the Unification in
= etc. Korea
Q
= _ Research on Educational Measures for National Integration (I): Tasks of National
% 1997 | Han, M-G, etc Integration before Unuification
35 : ; ; S -
= _ Current status and Future Directions of Supporting North Korea’s Education
GE 2006 | Yoon, J-H, etc. Development
Q
= ~ Study on Supporting Measures for Educational Development in North Korea in
S | 2007 Yoon, J-H, etc. Preparation for Unification Era
2008 | Yoon, J-H, etc. | Perspectives on Two Korea's Education System Changes and Integration
2012 | Han, M-G, etc. | Research on Education Integration Plan to Prepare for Unuification
. A Study For Curriculum Integration Between South and North Korea During and
2015 | Kim, J.5, etc. After Unification of Korea
2016 | Kim, J. W, etc. | Teacher Re-education Plan for Inter-Korean Education Integration
. Study on integrated curriculum between North and South Korea in preparation
2017 Kim, J.5 for unification
2017 Han M=G The task of education integration between the two Koreas: the current status
5 of the North Korean refugee education system and how to improve it
1988 | Choi, Y-P, etc. | Comparative study of the education system between North Korea and China
1991 Lee C. H. Analysis of North Korean Chosun History textbooks
z
% 1994 | Han, M-G, etc. | North Korean education | received
g 1998 | Han, M-G, etc. | North Korea Education Status and Operational Analysis
Q
|?|'| 2000 | Han, M-G, etc. | Comparative Study of Educational Levels of North and South Korean Students
(@
i 2001 | Han, M-G,, etc. | Comparative study of the education system between North and South Korea
=
= 12003 | Han, M-G, etc. | The role of North Korea’s economic development and education
The birth of a new generation: generational experiences and characteristics of
2013 Cho, L A North Korean youth
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Figure 4 South Korean Adults’ Perceptions of North Koreans (unit :%)
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Table 3. South and North Korean Perceptions and Inter-Korean Heterogeneity (unit :%)

South Korea (a) North Korea (b) Gap (b-a)
2016 2017 2016 2017 2016 2017
Election 924 918 94.2 970 1.8 52
Language 81.3 825 935 909 12.2 8.4
Culture 778 771 8911 96.2 13 19
Emphasis on 906
family 64.6 573 (Values) 86.4 26 291
96.4
Social Welfare 94.9 905 (Standard of 80.3 15 10.2
living)
Emphasis on B _ _
money 62.2 811 189
History _ _ _ _ _
awareness 94.9
Mean 82.2 76.9 931 886 109 n7
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Table 4. North Korean Youth Refugees’ Intentions to Open Their Backgrounds of Origin

Do your school friends know that you and your parents are from North Korea? (%)

They know They don’t know | am not sure
39.22 40.00 2078

If you transfer to another school, would you let your friends to know that you and your parents are from
North Korea? (%)

[ will | won't | am not sure
18.44 5844 2312
Source: Kang, et al. (2015a), Longitudinal Study of North Korean Youth Education (VI), p. 56

(2) 3¢ ZH[ofl chgr ASH ola ®|2E flet uIES
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g0 L3k 210 2 YEtH(Figure 6 Ix)
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Source: Korea Ministry of Unification (2018), 2017 School Uniform Education Survey, p. 97

Figure 6. Understanding Levels of Unification Perceived by South Korean Elementary and
Middle School Students
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Table 5. Tasks for Educational Integration at the System Level

Area Tasks Characteristics of education in North Korea

- School form reorganization
- Schooling system reform

- Introduction of vocational education - Compulsory education before school
Schooling system system - 5.3.3. Single-line schooling system
- Semester operating system - No middle school vocational education
improvements

- Synthesis of special purpose schools

- Curriculum reorganization

. - Single curriculum, textbook
- Instruction method g !

Curriculum . - Emphasis on Political Thought Education
- Teaching method ) .
. . - Results-oriented teaching method
- BEvaluation method reconstruction
- Re-appointment of North Korean
Teacher teachers - A professional revolutionary
- Re-education of North Korean teachers | - Political ideology is important
- Inter-Korean teacher integration
Education - Reorganization of the whole system - Centralized, top-down
administration |- Change in the character of the whole - Integration of general administration and
system system education administration

Source: Han, et al. (2012), pp. 61-105.

Table 6. Education Integration Tasks beyond Issues of System

Category Tasks Characteristics of education in North Korea
Content and - Correcting educational purpose - Communist human cultivation
method - Creativity-oriented education - Process-oriented education

- Authoritarian atmosphere

- Reorganization of hierarchical structure

- Understanding education

- The role of parents and teachers

- Understanding of the entire educational
environment

- Collective atmosphere

- Hierarchical atmosphere

- Memorization, unidirectional
- Teacher-induced

- School-oriented

Educational culture

Source: Han, et al. (2012), pp. 71~118.
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