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The Contributions of Alfred North Whitehead’s Philosophy to
Christian Apologetics

2! A 2l (Sung-Won Kim)**

ABSTRACT

Alfred North Whitehead is one of the most important mathematicians and philosophers of
the 20th century. As mathematician Whitehead endeavored, with Bertrand Russell, to lay the
logical foundations to mathematics. Their works mark an important position in the development
of symbolic logic. As philosopher Whitehead performed a thorough philosophical critique of
modern science and philosophy. He also constructed an original philosophical cosmology for
our time. His philosophical works show a solid way to overcome the essential weaknesses and
pitfalls of modern science and philosophy.

This article focuses on the philosophy of Whitehead, which is often called Process Thought
from the perspective of Christian apologetics. Analyzing major works of Whitehead, this article
claims and explains that Whitehead’s philosophy severally contributes to Christian apologetics.

This article follows the following order. First, Whitehead’s philosophical career and his major
publications are briefly introduced for the readers from diverse majors and backgrounds. Second,
Whitehead’s major philosophical contributions are discussed from the perspective of Christian
apologetics. We find five such contributions: Whitehead’s critique of scientific materialism,
his critique of philosophical materialism, his monistic ontology and epistemology, his theistic
cosmology and finally his Platonic view on the aim of philosophy. At the end this article also
explains the limitedness of Whitehead’s philosophical contributions to Christian apologetics.

Key words: Whitehead, apologetics, scientific materialism, Process Philosophy, epistemology,
cosmology
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AT oA SO[SH|E Hato| 7S HEEHN T3

3. YEH Ex|ED} QIAEL| HAIE S8t QX EX|E D} Q1A 22| 7MY HAl
192445 E Sho|Es| ==
2 HioFARl date] JAIE et Ek. ol Este Aol 5\—711?_?_} 1925\9] T8k} oAl
(Science and Modern World) |4} oJu] ZHA19] G-7]A14 Zste] LS B8] 1L It I 2 1927|9
E7HE U3AE O 9|9t Ak (Symbolism: Its Meaning and Effect) 0|4 SHo|Ed| S 21419
NZ QA ES ANST ey StolEsErt AFAle] Heks 7P AAZH O = A S A2 19294
off et "33t Al (Process and Reality, ol MFTE. o] HofIA] = ARlo] FHdeh sk 952
= AN o] HO] HAHL TEjA “FE oAHo]o|tt. bt A7 AAEkAL Sl SO EF|
TO @FEL o] =0 WAHOE thE S+ glth $8& o7]oA 19 $320] AN eh= A=
- LB EAEY FHE QAR MNEES aNske R 119 3 7hestalat Sk
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(1) 4] =2 A EXX}
<o EAEY QRS fEE4 A L 2HES o]dEY FAIE 5] S8 3o
Ed |t 2 dUEF (monistic) 2A7NE-S AAISTE 17 AASE o] E3[2}9] o] 5L “EHAIR)
(actual entities)” &2 “&AA ZX)| A} (actual occasions)’o|t). A7 EAZA ZAAE B o]
QL o|AS0| M A AF, o B H-e-0] 74E70]7| wjlo|tl(Whitehead, 1978: 18). O] AE
2 o=oA 7P FAFo) A AAFS ZaAto]tHWhitehead, 1978: 22). TFE TE slapd o5 &
AANEL AAIE 5k ZE290 Q2o|th(Whitehead, 1978: 18). ZE2{91 Axjo]z} AEs}=
E A5Y FAQeSl0lhs Holl o]E FAMAEL ZrhEste] A /Hdst fARstL BE £k Q)
TH(Whitehead, 1978: xiii). 121} dA|= AAQF LEA O 2 ThE BAS 7R Al Qitt A2, A
7@]3 QIEAA L}t FAE SH/dS A W, dAAE & BEE ENAEERY B o
£ BE SRS #430) 7]ofste A S 2R st A=, AA 24E U 2o
-J AAET g So|EFEe] AL A A9 A AT 2 REE F/ST. T
A A= BAE ofun S ofyt}. 1WA A= AAe e ot EES
P& st= oS EAO] Aol Aot} 1efA Fo|Es|t 2pAle] HEHe FHo|Abekd daE
HHWhitehead, 1978: 35). o]2{st dLE4 A< F3l

AN
(metaphysical atomism)S.Z F27|% S
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A 3lo| Bt 2tfHEte] o]dR S
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A, o) QIAES] o]dEH EAIE S8 HsiA 17 AASH= Ao] ‘T

7Ndolt. o] 7HE& 7P ¢ olalisteld, oot Foiste] A2 d st ]E’_'HE‘E ot 4

ojtto]2 K mhok(prehension)S ©]3f|(apprehension, comprehension)2h= TLthE sk 7l o A]
A

HFolES Wi Bel e 7he Zoltk 1 oE olsio] A8l oz A9

A Zlolck, afuksh, olshe] e olzrol Tt Bkt Qlold A4o) AHgo] Washe,
& Qlojd] Aggo] Bastths ARFEAHolI o FolHel WHS AAFIL 9] WEolt 1
P} SholEsEE 9 y ,

o] 9IS Ftel RE ZARE Aold] BAH AE AAE F35HL, of

B QIR 220 2 Q13T A5t BE AE Alolo] Q= o]gidt TZHo|y =&

%%ﬁ]%% -1 1 O— fu AR bl =
o ZEAQ Q4RSS Ueil= HA/d 4 (pre-intellectual), 014 (pre-lingual), 712]414] (pre-
conscious) 7HEC & sto]Ed| == 1ok (prehension)o]2tal H= 7idS #|Ask= Zlojch ol &

\:l
S0l T dUAET deAEshs B 25 7HE7]E Aot
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3k otk &2 ¢to] Q= BE 52 71E)7)e wof 7ido] 7H o]¢h g LR
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(Whitehead, 1978:22).
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&0l AAVdE 7Tl Bt vt Tk Sto] Edf| mofA] lofM EAllete B A2 ¥AK % &—t—ﬁ} U?P

2h QlAle EAfe] Bolr, EAE WS oluls BAMel Bl o AL EAlg QNS sk
2R3} 70] FATHRE Slze) Qelng SR
AR, StolEs|=7} ANSHE stote] B & RE ARl FEH S4o]] mhgel JATEL

EAete BE 219 S50 2 SPPET) DA BE EAEL Q49 FA|(subject) O[HA FA

iﬂ(object)ﬂ QE} ﬂ‘ﬂE?ﬂEb 01E Argstr l %’511 A F2A|(superject)2t= §ol& ARESITE Q
o] Af8 Fgo] ofet= Ao
7

oA :rLZﬂXj' O & IPo|ES Y] A AES dofial e A Aol F 7}7\]«] T

AlSte) A A GAl= Qb J@= gAY LZ](perceptlon in the mode
of causal efﬁcacy)”olt} AN gEolet th, & A9k VAV &oll e BAAES] FaFol 4
AR o] Aol A= Q1A <]

oA JFE v LS BET dEHoR o Fe A2t <
AFACIA AAEE olefet At a2lo] AAAE AAFORA Sto|EF| i tPgo] AR 5
“lH QA A4 E}—t— 2 o] thd A RHE LrHE R FFUT TEY

 olelgt the a2 o

191 Qg0 2 ARG O Sho|Es|ZolA ofeist Acke B asi)
G 201 49 ol Q] AL SOV, SHI=SIEA el Bl £ 3
ok QL Z=je] TAelA Selel QA T A

ool QJeiiA QiAo & AE o)A, whEbA] Q1A
o2 tEoA dxEthtruly conformal to the objects) (Whitehead, 1927: 41). o]71& Q1A
o] thd AHAl(things in themselves) 48] Y2/E 7|8t THEA QIA2& HHO 2 ARSH= Zo]
TH(Whitehead, 1927: 40-41).

374 Aol QlojA T WA BHAl= B 4

X
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YA Fle] QIR H Ale] 27l At 2
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A9 AR TN TR A
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=
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