FAIYI} BHR . 25(4). 133-160.
https://doi.org/10.30806/f5.25.4.202012.133

EAE ACH 123]2| it
K|S 2IE{20| FR#X|GH0| M2 ORLICHE FAOR-

The Role of the Church in the Era of Postism
-Centering on Jeanette Winterson’s Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit-

Z A £ (Cheol-Soo Klm)

ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze Jeanette Winterson’s Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit to identify
some features of ‘postmodern novels’ and the present situation of today's churches depicted in it,
seeking the future roles for the church to play in the era of ‘Postism.” As the theoretical basis for
the Christian criticism and response to postmodernism, this study consults the thesis of Vauddie
Baucham Jr., who advocated "The Supremacy of Christ." The novel, which features the theme of
lesbianism, is divided into eight parts in total, each titled as the first eight volumes of the Old
Testament respectively. The contents parody the Old Testament to the trajectory of Winterson's
own life, ridiculing an exclusive Christian society deeply rooted in a small community. In
addition, the novel implements the narrative technique of "the postmodern novel" to maximize
the connotation and symbolism by inserting legends and fairy tales in it. The main speaker
keeps her postmodern life in her community, criticizing the church, the minister and her mother,
who is faithful to the principles of the church. Later, the narrator tries to persuade the readers
to understand her identity as a lesbian girl on the basis of her mother’s changes in expression.
However, Jeanette's mother, who is sincerely dedicated to worship, missionary work, and service
activities identifies with a "church-like mother, " who has endured and overcome the age of
chaos, and, in whom the image of a "mother-like church", full of grace, truth and love, being able
to preserve its members and save the world is well-embodied.

Key words : Jeanet Winterson, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, lesbian novel,
postmodernism, the supremacy of Christ, the role of the church
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