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A Qualitative Case Study on Self-help Group for the Deaf-Blind:
Focusing on the Case of 'Sonkkeutse' Missionary Society
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ABSTRACT
This study focuses on the case of a self-help group for deaf-blind people managed by

'Sonkkeutse' Missionary Society. The study covers ‘formation and development of the self-help
group’, and ‘participation experiences of its attendees’. Thus, various data such as observation
data, document data, and audiovisual data were collected and those were qualitatively analyzed.
The result shows that ‘formation and development of the self-help group’ consisted of 7 different
phases including 'beginning of the Sonkkeutse Deaf-Blind Ministry', 'making the foundation’,
'incompatibility’, 'independence’, 'new beginning', 'going hand in hand', and 'still incomplete’.
Concerning ‘Participations experiences of its attendees’, 7 categories such as ‘meeting’, ‘growth
pain’, ‘worship felt at the Sonkkeutse Deaf-Blind Ministry’, ‘becoming a second family’, ‘tactile
time together’, ‘experiencing overseas culture’, and ‘serving others over me’ and 14 subcategories
were drawn. 53 concepts were derived. Based on the result, the paper discussed the operation of

self-help groups for the Deaf-Blind.

Key words : Deaf-Blind, self-help group, qualitative case study
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