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An Analysis of Research Trends on Christian Adolescents in Korea
— Focusing on Articles from 2001 to 2020

@ 8|| & (Hye Jeong Oh)

ABSTRACT

The study aims to identify research trends on Christian adolescents in Korea and explore tasks for
future researches related to Christian adolescents. For the purpose of the study, the total of 138
articles from 2001 to 2020 published in KCI accredited and candidated journals was analyzed. The
results of the study were as follows. First, over the past 20 years, researches on Christian adolescents
has increased from 2 articles in 2001 to 7 articles in 2020. Second, articles on Christian adolescents
were published totally 22 journals which were converged to the fields of Christian theology, Christian
education and Christian counseling. Third, with regard to the researchers, considerable number
of researches were conducted individually, most of whom were affiliated with universities (e.g.
professor, lecturer, graduate students, etc.). Collaborative researches between academic researchers
and field researchers were only 6 articles. Fourth, in terms of research methods, non-empirical
approaches were mainly used. Among empirical approaches, quantitative research methods were
the most used and then, qualitative research methods and experimental research methods. Fifth,
research subjects of 61 articles of empirical studies were mainly adolescents, who were middle
and high school students, high school students, and middle school students. Sixth, main research
topics studied in articles were emotional and behavioral aspects, spiritual aspects, social aspects,
vulnerable adolescents, cultural aspects and competence aspects. Based on the results, the study
presented suggestions for the future research on Christian adolescents, which were research increase
and diversification, enhancement of research interests on underprivileged adolescents and related
practices, qualitative research and experimental research activation, and strengthening of research
collaboration among researchers, ministry and practice fields.

Key words : Jeanet Winterson, Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit, lesbian novel,
postmodernism, the supremacy of Christ, the role of the church
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Table 1 Analysis framework

When the article was published

Overall
What journal the article was published in
How many researchers wrote the article (1, 2, 3 or more)
Researcher Which organizations were researchers affiliated in (e.g. university, research institute,

Christian ministry field such as church, Christian school, etc.)

Research subject | Which age group did the research target (e.g. 13-15/ 16-18 / 13-18 years old)

What methodology did the research take (e.g. non-empirical research vs. empirical

Research method T . o
research - quantitative, experimental and qualitative research)

Research topic What topic did the research explore
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Table 2 Articles published from 2001 to 2020

Year 01 '02 '03 '04 '05 '06 '07 '08 09 10 "1 "2 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Articles 2 2 2 4 6 4 2 3 7 1315 13 5 10 8 6 4 12 13 7
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Table 3 Research fields and journals

Fields

Journals

Articles

%

Christian theology

Theology and Praxis

w

Bible and Theology

Journal of Evangelical Practical Theology

Korean Journal of Christian Studies

Theological Forum

Korea Reformed Journal

44

Mission and Theology

Theology and Society

Evangelical Missiology

Korea Presbyterian Journal of Theology

University and Christian Mission

== N INDW W W N

Christian education

Christian Education and Information Technology

N}
N

Journal of Christian Education in Korea

=
B

Korean Journal of Religious Education

w

297

Christian counseling

Journal of Counseling and Gospel

No
~

Korean Journal of Christian Counseling

39

No

283

Other Christian Studies

The Korean Journal of Christian Social Ethics

22

Interdisciplinary Research

Faith & Scholarship

43

Youth Studies

Korean Journal of Youth Studies

Journal of Future Oriented Youth Society

2.2

Other Studies

Journal of Welfare for the Correction

Korea Journal of Korea Dance

— == w

14

Total articles

138

100.0
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Table 5 Research methods

Empirical research

— Non-empirical Total
Qualitative research
research

Experimental

Quantitative

Methods

research

research

77 138

55.8

13
94

40

Articles

100.0

58
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Table 6 Research subjects
Research subjects Articles %
Middle school students (13-15 years old) 6 9.8
High school students (16-18 years old) 19 311
Adolescents Middle / High school students (13-18 years old) 30 492
Middle / High school students + Youth (13-24 years old) 2 33
Elementary / Middle / High school students + Youth (7-24 years old) 2 33
(Adolescents) | Adolescents + Adults (e.g. pastors, teachers, parents, etc.) 1 16
+ Adults Professionals (e.g. pastors, professors, etc.) 1 16
Total (empirical researches) 61 100.0
5. A7ER| S8
7% Hade] B =5 13800] ATFAL A 9H A, N -BE Je, A8 29, Bt

A 249, I 2k AL FHoF HAad A9 o7 AR EAET FAE =7 3%

Table 70|A & 4= Ql50] HA- 85 o] Tt =70] 64H(46.4%) 2 7P WAL, o2 o
2 219 44 (31.9%), AFlA] A 18H(13.0%), ok 2 A 11H(8.0%), =3+ 2}
o 219 89(5.8%) 2] w=olith

o
\O
g
o
ul
X

Table 7 Research topics

Research topics Contents Articles (0f01A)38)
Spiitual aspect personal faith / religiosity / spiritual well-being 18 13.0
church education and ministry / Christian education 26 18.8
Emotional and psychological well-being / mental health / emotional problems 23 16.7
behavioral aspect  behavioral problems and crisis 41 297
family relationship and conflicts / parenting attitudes 9 6.5
Social aspect school experiences / learning / peer relationship 4 29
career development / other social activities 5 36
Cultural aspect youth culture / media and internet / consumerism 9 6.5

D) % 1388 =8 3 168 67) A7 F 2ol sHstel 2 A 8 Bao] Eistel FA 2 B GA
ol wgick. et AA =8 F 7 ArAle] v o 2%
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number of articles for each topic was 154. However, the ratio was measured with the base of the total of articles from

* Since sixteen articles had two topics and were included in the number of articles for each topic, the sum of the
2001 to 2020, that was 138 according to the analysis purpose.
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