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Novice Teachers' Experience of the Biblical Curriculum
Reconstruction in Christian Alternative Schools
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate experiences of novice teachers in Christian alternative schools
who are reconstructing the curriculum in the biblical worldview. For this purpose, an in-depth
interview was conducted and multiple sources were collected including various documents. The
results of the interview analysis are as follows; novice teachers in Christian alternative schools
experience several difficulties and growth on biblical curriculum reconstructions. The difficulties
could be classified into 4 categories; the lack of understanding about the national curriculum
and of experiencing the curriculum reconstructions before coming to the teaching fields, the
confusion about the concept of the biblical curriculum reconstruction, the difficulty on how to
integrate the biblical worldview when they setting up learning objectives, selecting curriculum
contents and organizing learning activities, and the lack of time and environment for developing
the curriculum. The growth they experienced could be classified into 2 parts; the professional
growth as a Christian teacher, and the growth of personal faith and attitude toward their own
life as a Christian.

Key Words: Christian alternative school, novice teachers, reconstruction of curriculum,
biblical curriculum development, qualitative research
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Table 1 Curriculum development process by Hay (Hay, 1999)
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Table 2 Curriculum development process by Greene (Greene, 1998)
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Table 4 Curriculum development process by Overman&Johnson (Overman&Johnson, 2003)
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Table 6 Information of research participants
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