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Christian Young Adults’ Attitudes towards Cohabitation:

Focusing on Church Activity Participation and Christian
Religiosity in South Korea

Z M2 (Sung Bong Cho)**

¥ E'é & (Byungdeok Kang) (@ 1X{X}/corresponding author)***

ABSTRACT

In Korea, the number of people who support cohabitation as a possible option for an intimate
relationship or an alternative to marriage has increased vastly, and this trend also seems to be
occurring similarly among Christian young adults. To explore Christian young adults’ attitudes
towards cohabitation and possible causes to such attitudes, we examined 568 church-attending
young adult Christians, focusing on their church/religious activity participations and personal
faith/values as possible predictors. Results showed that 70%(n = 399) of the participants had
negative attitudes toward cohabitation, while 25%(n = 142) had positive attitudes. Additionally,
hierarchical logistic regression analysis suggested that spiritual maturity, Christian moral
value, Christian view on sex, dating education in church, and church attendance frequency
were negatively associated with having positive attitudes towards cohabitation. Implications for
research and practice of ministry for Christian young adults are further discussed.

Key words : attitude toward cohabitation, Christian young adults, religious activity participation,
Christian religiosity
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iRt = A 9] &7 (alternative to marriage) = WO F St (Bumpass & Sweet, 1989; Bumpass
et al, 1991; Brown, 2004; Brown & Booth, 1996). 1&{L} Ui A5 579 Ee5S 229 of
oto] opd wj & 9] thotof| o Mt A28 tHRIndfuss & VandenHeuvel, 1990). ©]3- Casper
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3L Heuveline & Timberlake(2004)9] ¢ 515 £9¥ (marginal) 54, 2&S Y3+ 44
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Table 1. General Information about Survey Participants (N=568)

Variable n %
Male 252 44.4
Sex

Female 316 556

23 or Younger 187 329
24-26 159 28.0

Age 27-29 m 197

(years)

30-32 66 1.6

33 or Older 44 77

High School Graduates or Below 70 12.3
Academic Students in College 269 474
Achievement College Graduates 176 310
Students in Graduate Schools or Above 53 93

2021.6 1



ar
30

-

~O

M_
KO

od

<+

THo
<0
Kq

2. EALER

A
IT

(34, o), 52, AalA of

[l

F QA

710l tiE

_]

=4

SRE

o

&t

B ), oldaLAlet AgEA ol

RS
|=0hay |

]

3l o

of o

5 F)oll BE A0Sl

TR

ol

o )= S48 olet F7 Ao A o] JuAl(H|o1F) T als

A

o
o

o
o
g

(3) Ol g x|t SEA o i

& of

519}, o] Ao Ta|A

.éi

A=A QA

Els

o/ ulA| 2k Ao T

.él

X

W

o
)

HH
_

Francis®} Greero] 1992

Foic}. i

]

422 A

]

= ol thek

e

1] Ehol A

]

A AFoIM S8

of RN WA Ay NHEA 07602 e, 24 A PRt Shelsgint

A
(Gorsuch, 1999). A2|A% =Y 714

L
-
oF

o}

I(

2

A =e4 7

o
- =

o A]

=
A& A AUA, G, Y, A, 0l )8 R

Z]
&

of

s

5 H263 X2

=]
T

].

S
gt ¢

42



2R HhE S4stal k. & AFolMs E 7o) EE & E9] JBA'E F7lste] gt 7t
A% SAssi) 2 A7 SEAES] U4 A8 HREE 0812 ekttt
EOE NS HeE A 5 4 (Spmtual Maturlty Index)i Elhsono] 198390 7St Ze

o
4
2
Fu
rE
4
ol
>
ofo
o
2
_EL
of
Y
ox
A
2
I'l
ufs
FI
o
N
L
>,
o
=2
N
[\l
N
[‘-1['1
l_,
oXx,
M
odt

of thet o] A E 67 HER %7}6}9}@(Stevenson 1999). Bassettﬂr =g %(1991)94 &1 Lof| w}
A A/ AF=rF 0.92313L, A 43](2013) Aol = WA 4 A=

74 0.900]8itt. & AF SHAEY WA 43 AE S 0,902 % e

3.24 84

2 Ao 28 BAS 9)8) SPSS 26.0 for Windows Z2 188 AL8310] 7|&EA 9} 2254
B AT AR, SHHSet SE5H e 2] tist d8kS ghetety] &l 7] &SAEA (F]
5, Fat 3= ANt 24, 2 et 3 0] tist Q149 At IAE T EAAY
AR R BT AR, ARt SHHE (SN S5 7|50y AN LAY AS)E ¢
A 0= EQstiA YA EAAE IFAENS Bl a9 A TANAN 4 FA Q14
VIS MA = H4E getsieltt

172 97 HeEe J|a 57 24

Table 2. Descriptive Statistics about Socio-psychological Characteristics

Variable N (Std. I\Sg\?gtion)
Perceptions of Social Issues’ 554 0(1.08)
Family Satisfaction? 568 4(1.47)
Attitudes towards Marriage? 560 0(0.76)
Sense of Self & Overall Life Satisfaction” 568 39(0.87)

1) Perceptions of Social Issues: 1=Liberal - 5=Conservative

2) Family Satisfaction: 1=Very Unsatisfied - 7=Very Satisfied (Except ‘Not applicable’)
3) Attitudes towards Marriage: 1=Very Negative - 5=Very Positive (Except ‘No idea)
4) Sense of Self & Overall Life Satisfaction: 1=Little or Not at All - 5= Almost or Always
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EE7R R VIR Wt 5430 R ESle o R BT A& gk e 58 HE 7
TOR o] 4080 E Ui AES 344 Aoz Q1Astal ISith X}OVJ EURSILY 23 ]
el MEE 520 59 A% 7|F0R B 39908 2] A} AEkRel o] s 2AH o
7t gtk
Table 3. Church Attendance and Religious Activities (N = 568)
Variable Categories n (%)
Christian but not attending church 3(5)
30s or later 5(9)
After graduating from high school (205s) 254.4)
Church Attendance Length Since middle or high school 28 (4.9
Since elementary school 35(6.2)
Since before elementary school 44 (77)
Since birth 428 (75.4)
Not currently attending 10 (1.8)
Every two months or less 9(1.6)
Church Attendance Frequency Once a month 8 (14)
Once in two weeks 24 (4.2)
At least once a week 517 (91.0)
Rarely or not at all. 71 (12.5)
Young Adult Occasionally 113 (19.9)
Group Activities Mostly 214 (377)
All the times 170 (29.9)
Religious Activities Not currently serving 202 (356)
Yoluntary On the request(nc;Ee Sﬁ:lsarly), providing the 94 (16.5)
Services at Church Providing regular service in a position 150 (26.4)
Providing reg;lca)];tsigrn\gce in multiple 122.215)
. . o Yes 279 (49.)
Having Dating-Education in Church
No 289 (50.9)
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Table 4. Descriptive Statistics about Religious Piety
Variable N Number of Questions (Std. '\Sgspati on)
Christian Moral Values” 554 1 4.0 (0.59)
Spiritual Maturity? 567 30 43(0.66)
Christian View on Dating? 567 6 3.3(043)
Christian View on Sex® 568 3 35(063)

1) Christian Moral Values: 1 = Not Wrong - 5 = Always Wrong (higher mean indicates higher receptivity to
Christian moral values)

2) Spiritual Maturity: 1 = Strongly Disagree - 6 = Strongly Agree (higher mean indicates higher spiritually
maturity)

3) Christian View on Dating: 1 = Disagree - 4 = Agree (higher mean indicates higher receptivity to Christian
perspective)

4) Christian View on Sex: 1 = Disagree - 4 = Agree (higher mean indicates higher receptivity to Christian
perspective)
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Table 5. Attitudes towards Cohabitation before Marriage
Categories n (%) Categories n (%)
Strongly Disagree 233 (41.0)
gy g Disagree 399 (70.2)
Disagree 166 (29.2)
Agree (22.4)
g Agree 142 (25.0)
Strongly agree 15 (2.6)
No idea 4.8) No idea 27 (4.8)
Total 568 Total 568
2 Aol 9 Ml 24 w70l tigh ko] tigh A Avtel 24 S A /RishE o
Sof et A AT <Table 5>9F <Table 6>0 AA|E] o] 9t o] AL FeIAS9] 3%(15H) 7}
27 SA0) WS ST T S, 229%(127)7h Bolske WoE Suksle] & 25%(142
87t &4 A0 Zsks HlEE HAlth &4 sA0 5ot £ o2 WHE & o olalist
o, wkotet 4 Q1S A Lot 7} 66%(93%) 2 7P Wow, AE S n|g] A 4= QoA
(17%, 24%), ‘AT BB} Agl0] o] 4 4 QloIAT (1%, 15) 0.2 Wk,
Table 6. The Reasons for those who agree/disagree with Cohabitation before Marriage
For Cohabitation Against Cohabitation
Reason n % Reason n %
| could understand my partner 93 655 It is not right by religious/faith 189 478
more. standards.
| could experience marriage life 2 169 It is not possible to make a 8 0.8
in advance. healthy family.
If I love my partner, | could live There is a risk of unwanted
15 10.6 ) 58 14.7
together regardless of marriage pregnancy and abortion.
| could relieve my loneliness and It breaks down the existing social
X i 6 4.2 . 31 78
feel emotional stability. order for the marriage system.
| feel burdened about the cost It is not right by social/ethical
. 1 7 24 6.1
of marriage. standards.
Others 3 21 Others 1 2.8
Total 142 Total 395
PGt 3kE, H26H M2E
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R, o] Qi Hojahae] 41%(2337)7F A3 F3HA] b=t al SHBEHI oM, 29%(16678)
7t EStA| G WOR SHEI F 70%(399%)7t E4 F o] Kitshes Bl=E BYlth &4
Aol withsh= 4 o] f2 ‘Fal/A G 7]EA EUH —%Zl °‘7l ﬂ%ﬁl’ﬂ 48%(1898 ) P&Hg

]ﬂ‘

thoh= olf & 71 SH= Alelshd Ag] /&4 7]L°ﬂ/\1 [LH’E%Z] 3 1“11‘301] 7}6 6(2478) 2
&

Ot} o] A2 T TAT ARRA SR (= F2 T AoloM ) 88 el wthe

-

& HolFal Itk d/dell Hisl 949 FoIA7HOR =

o7} ‘E%% %011}7}(01% 0.825), 15 0] &2 FA7HOR = 0.638), AF&] 4] o] 4roll
FAZ7HOR = 0.689), 7H54E TE=7} &2 FAA7HOR = 0.864), Aokt

e XPO%Z}(OR 0.619)7F £4 57 ol| ¥itijg ghgo] =T

E/doA e ol 9] Fal B/ B o E A ws] 4 7|7 ol R, 23]

3ol BAHoE 4131 S Uttt 318] &4 713to] 71 (o wiRE g

FAA7HOR = 0.877), SlHiE 4714 0.2 A5 E2= FoA7HOR = 0.502), 23|04 o]

& W2 F9ZHOR = 0.368)7F &4 F710] HIth e ghEo] #3dth

dE EAoIME v 7 WS 5, 71534 =Y 7HX(OR = 0.165), ¥4 d<5=

(OR = 0.241), o]"daAol thet 7]=1% Bl:=(OR = 0.185), -d&#Aol thet 7|52 B (OR =

Am N

Rl ol
Ny
=
Ho
E

0.196), BLiFoll A FAA O2 fofulet JAE UENIT &, 7]514] Ade] dao] w45 &4
&7l Tt EHE (R Rl o

PlolM B FAR AR E WPES A ALY IFEME AHESt] AEAd JEE] &
A s Eﬂﬁ} Ef 5=0f] v] % 1 s A =

AFE0) QAR H A 25
2 A-AE-AE MAES EARGS o, 4 ,
g L, obg 2 QA ao] that WA £ E70h BAHOR Sojus AL Qs AoR
UREhkeh, B o] 29 SR Aol A LrepE 251, el ool Wl 1)
F 1

& H
Aol FoJgt #HEo] W (OR = 0.372, p < 0.001), W& $Zf|A &= 31o] Holdf2 54 &7
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Table 7. Simple Binomial Logistic Regression Analyses

Variable N B SE p-value OR
Sex
(male — fernale) 541 -706 198 .000 494
Age _
(young — old) 541 192 076 on 825
Education
(low — high) 541 -449 126 .000 638
Perceptions of Social Issues _
(liberal — conservative) 527 372 0% 000 689
Family Satisfaction ~
(low — high) 541 147 065 023 864
Attitude towards Marriage ~
(disagree — agree) 534 480 131 .000 619
Sense of Self & Overall Life Satisfaction 541 365 1 003 694
(low — high) ' ’ ’ '
Church Attendance Length 5 13 060 030 877
(short — long) ’ ' ’ ’
Worship Service Attendance Frequency 41 689 146 000 502
(rarely — often) ' ’ ’ '
Religious Activities
(low — high) 541 050 205 806 1.025
Having Dating Education ~
in Church (Mo — yes) 541 1.001 204 .000 .368
Christian Moral Values
(low — high) 527 -1.804 216 .000 165
Spiritual Maturity 540 1421 177 000 241
(low — high)
Christian View Qn Dating 540 1689 246 000 185
(low — high)
Christian View on Sex S 1630 180 000 19

(low — high)

Dependent Variable: Attitudes toward Cohabitation 1 = Disagree - 2 = Agree
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o=

off g gEo] ROl THOR = 0.860, p < 0.05). =3 AFS] 4] OlTrOH gk Wl J¥e 2 5
7ol tisl Fg24Q Bi=s HF3IALOR = 0711, p < 0.01) &0 Hdst= AFLFZ 5710
g FEo] aste A0z UEHTHOR = 0.622, p < 0.01). Aozt Bl AR ghof] that B
= &4 570l thgt Bt fojmet #AE 7HAI=EI(OR = 725, p < .05), o= Aokzt Bl 4o o
g HEETL 2R T 70 el I FE0] 27.5% WoA s Ze ulditt v, o]}
IEAEIE e U8 HeES SASES W E1 70 tigh Bt A4 o2 folulgh B
7} gl Ao sEgrh(ito] OR = 0.895, p = 0.123; 7FEA)E WHE5 OR = 0.893, p = 0.148).

Te 20 A= QI-ARE-Al 2 EHA g olo FuAQl et TE WS S477E ol |l
=, ofHl] 9] B, w3jolA] AAIEH o /d A ul& e oA F)S Frlste] BT 11 Atz o)
W7t 24 A tish Bjx=et /23 #AE H=tI(OR = 578, p < 0.01), ©]= cfHio] A5}
+ RIE7} 71800l B&4E £ 70 FAY g0l 422% RotAl= A dujsith 181
W3 A HAIEH o] JuA] T Kol Fojdt Aol Ko FofshA] ghe FeET T 579
AT FE0] 50.3% WolA|= 202 EFFTHOR = 497, p<.01). 54| WelQl A9, k2, Akg] 4
olpol] Tt /g%, A&l gt Yol T F7ol et =gt o3| Folgt BAIS HALH A
obzt Bl UnkA grof] gt TS K 13} 2§54 oL ¥R YESTH B9 29] 2LLg)
L 49697 EA o7 GoJste] Aget 1 o7 Folw|l(x*=100.179, p<.001), B 20] HrEe
(Nagelkerke R’=.257)& 5.9 1] H]
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vu
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=S 75.7%91 4 78.2% %2 75t
1 g 74, 94 A%, ol aAl thit 7]
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537 B, R0l et /15 eE)E B 0] F7hste] BAsgt, 1 A 5ad €
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N

_1,3_1:4‘:_1 301]/\1‘— }\]ol- 4 Jg:'/;-v

Y 7H4], 4 sk, A tigt 715ad HE=r £ s700 tiek Bl fofn|st #AE 7t
Ae Aoz YRt FAA o2 AuE 7504 =Y 77} 24 £ 570 3T &
£0] 63.4% 743FAL(0R = 0.366, p < 0.001), B4 =57t 248 £ 570 I &&
o] 66.3% #aste A= YEHTHOR = 0.337, p < 0.001). =3 daAle] tis] 7| 5a4] A=
HSE £ 70 Y FE0] 531% FAsATHOR = 0469, p < 0.01). A Hips 5 2E
of theh Y-S = 1, 20F D folet 47417} NE AR YEIHIL g, 0§ 3, AR o]
off that AJ3ke o W3] Gouet BA L Y= Aoz Yepygth B 39] 2LLEES 411.60] 1L, Chi-
square(x) gk 185428 FAZ 02 -]t ?‘ﬁ%f{ E2E9le FIstith(p < 0.001). 2F9] A4

2] (Nagelkerke R’=.440) 23 13} 23 2W T} &=9k71 23 9] o 252 80.7%TH
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Table 8. Hierarchical Binomial Logistic Regression Analyses (N=519)

Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 Model 4
Variable
OR B OR B OR B OR
Sex -990** 372 -828™* 437 -659* 517 -564* 569
Age -151 860 -143 867 -050 951 -050 951
Education -349* 705 -392* 676 -466* 627 -482* 618

Perceptions of S0l _ e 1 309+ 734 -372% 689 -343% 709

[ssues
Famiy Satisfacton ~ -114 893 -1 895  -108 897  -106 900
Attudestowards e oo _poge 655 -018 982 -035 965
Marriage

Sense of Self & Overall

. . . -322* 725 -243 784 181 1199 193 1213
life satisfaction

Church Attendance 077 906 03 968
Length
Worship Service - B
Attendance Frequency 249 278 197 821
Religious Activities 078 1.081 177 1194
Dating Education in 698+ 497 543 g
Church
Christian Moral Values -1.004** 366  -992*** 371
Spiritual Maturity -1.088** 337 -996** .369
Christian View on 306 736 -307 736
Dating
Christian View on Sex -757** 469 -686** 504
-2 Log Likelihood 530.2 4969 4116 4041
Cox & Snell R? 121 176 300 310
Nagelkerke R? 177 257 440 454

*p < .05 *p<.0l " p<.001

28 4ol BE WS Fgse] RS, R MAES SASAE ul, 13N HAE
32 Y5,

4 4T, Al jg 1204 Bes &
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A=, 54 FA0] tis] Bolg &50] 41.9% 7459 2H(OR = 0.581, p < 0.05),
7150 BY M7 2205 EH A BT FE0] 629% HAdte ZA0E LUERITHOR
=03 7
369

371, p < 0.001). 3+ YA H&57t =545 E4 A Y FE0] 631% FAIL(OR =

0.369, p < 0.01), d&A 9] tal] 7|54 B HYLE T4 A 523 BE0] 49.6% W
Ao & FRIEGITHOR = 0.504, p < 0.01). A Hel F AW, 3 5, A A oo thsh d&o]
T 5A tigt Blxe} A &4 02 Fojulst BAE 7= A0 e BY 49] 2LLES

404.1, Chi-square(x’) & 192952 EA 202 (-oJ5te] Aglst Bgo @ lEtHp < 0.001).
T A2 (Nagelkerke R*=454)& 5§ 1, B8 2, g 3HT} &=9tom o|&SEL 817%= L}
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Hoh Bl e} WSl SEE HIEo] 247} 26%2) 74%E e 570l witishs A gFo] Huk
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S - &(SHd 5231 91 8], 2017)3} Hlalsl] & w, welo] EA/she JE A U] B 48 F 1
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T RAR, Y2l JUEY wids 9 AYHHE %5 Fofrt 150] 7H FA) it =
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ol Foste Jxre 159 FAd tet BiES fou|sHA d&she 22lo] ofd 20 ey
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