FAIdT} SHR. 26(2). 139-162.
https://doi.org/10.30806/fs.26.2.202106.139

T7t EEY =2lot WuEe|

Debates on State Neutrality and
the Separation of Religion and State

M £ gF (Yoonbal Seo)**

ABSTRACT

The debate on state neutrality, which began in the United States in the 1970s, began
with Rawls's contention that the state should be neutral to religious and moral ideas.
Subsequently, criticism has been raised by Sandel and other Communitarianists. However,
there is one common interest in their conflicting arguments about state neutrality. It is
a matter of individual rights. Rawls argues for state neutrality based on the position that
individual rights to freedom of religion and thought cannot be violated. On the other hand,
Sandel opposes state neutrality based on the position that such individual rights should
be limited by the community. However, the discussion on state neutrality according to
individual rights has already been implied in the principle of the separation of religion and
state as stipulated in the U.S. Constitution and the Korean Constitution. Therefore, T think
that the principle of the separation of religion and state should not be interpreted simply as
the separation of politics and religion. I think it should be interpreted in the sense of state
neutrality. In this paper, I will attempt to reveal how the issue of individual rights is central
to this series of discussions.

Key words : State Neutrality, Individual Rights, The Principle of the Separation of
Religion and State, Constitution, Liberty of Belief.
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