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Calvin’s Natural Law Theory and Its Implications for Human Law

Z! j QI(Dae-in Kim)

ABSTRACT

Order of gathering restriction, which was imposed upon churches in defense of Covid-19 pandemic,
raises debate on the role and limitation of human law. This paper deals with John Calvin’s natural law
theory which deals with this issue.

Calvin, unlike Aquinas, finds the source of natural law from conscience, and analyzes that Decalogue
reflects natural law. He considers the ‘equity’ as the core of natural law, and equity is related with ‘love
for God and neighbor’ which is the essence of Decalogue. He establishes natural law theory based on the
emphasis on ‘sinful nature’ of human. In this context, Calvin thinks neither freedom nor civil government
is absolute. In this sense, Calvin can be evaluated as asserting ‘relative natural law theory’.

Calvin’s natural law theory shows many implications to human law today. First, his theory shows that ‘love
for neighbor’ lays behind the principle of equity, which is widely accepted in human law nowadays. Second,
Calvin’s emphasis on ‘sinful nature’ of human clarifies the limitation of seeing human law too ideally.
Third, his theory shows the way that natural law theory and positive law theory can be reconciled.

From the perspective of Calvin’s natural law theory, in executing order of gathering restriction
according to ‘Act on Prevention of Epidemic Disease’, sinful nature of government & church itself should
be considered in balance, and this regime should be implemented in the direction of abiding the ‘love for

neighbor’ command.

Key Words: Calvin, Aquinas, divine law, natural Law, human law, equity, order of gathering
restriction
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2 o] Astol A W& HAAS gl sttt Zle e shd el A H o RA, s
Ha} QIZE Afo] o] BAIE A7) 918 o E Bt 22 Bleto| o AEjoll A = o] 0]
The Ae 23t 5, od5AtolA Hdotats FAshs M 4 2'e Aol shuhdr &3
The A& BEsl7] 919t Aol lthz Aol vhao] Ho] o= AolAl= B 2] ghrhal ojop]
FATHEREEA 1:9), ZH2 o] Zlo] ZH|719] Taa} Bk 212 ohy2hal Eoh. vh=o] B}

O 5] ShEA| 17t l A jz—’}iﬂrvt— e Fshs AAZ floh 22 da= 3 A2 ofyzt

A& s el Tlstal, X}H]E% O], & AFgol AAE AME Jo] Ugttial Hol7] wiE

of F% 57l 2AAQ B0l Aol Bl ThA] el Wit B8 BF shbde] T
3k o) |9} W2k 0 2 HE Uttt al HQkt) (Institutes 1.17.2) o] A3} ¢1Aste] s g 3= 2 2
gt} 29SS shd el ‘Ead oA (revealed will)7F AIAIE A
WS Axeh v, ZEl = HE sid e ‘G771 9)A] (hidden will)7}
£ S 73z 3tk Zlo|th (Hesselink, 1992: 36)

E“’ﬂﬂﬂiit 0131?& 2ol Hold(law-idea)S =LA Al 7HA1 = A2Jstal Qlok AA, A4 o
Z(formally) ¥ shbd ) 9 2E110] HHARQI AAM S Rolsh, B4, A2 4 S & (materially)
‘:‘U LH‘Q“C‘ e - 54 A <ol A= shtde] A3l Abgo|al, AlA|, AdA o= e Fx

o

LA LTH= Aotk (Dooyeweerd, 2013: 17)
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2|0f1A| SHE=| 1 Of5H Z40| SHE|X| QH=7}= MYOLOF BHCF (Institutes 4.20.14)
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4. Xjoitd

0] )% 0720 H Aol talA Wol AFSHL UA RS AL Ao} e F
Ao = olo) sfjFet TSt NEES AFstal At A ¥ (lex naturae), ‘AR (lex
naturalis), ‘Aol &Jal] BFAA AAX ¥ (legem naturaliter omnibus insitam), ‘A1) Ag)’
(vox naturae), ‘ ——54 T2 (regula aequitatis) 5©] ZLA 0|t} (Hesselink 1992: 52) ZHHY& sjitd

7N AR 4 Bol sl Thewt 2ol Z]&sha glt,

A2 ARSI HE| OXIE A g2esE o O 540 l= AoCf. A2 s8u 258
SE0| MEE £ QU= SH2| MES0[H, AFRH0| FXIE 22 &X| =5l shs SAlol 2= ARl

=
S0 ofah REIE STITIH, 012 X AHo]| tiet Fo|2 LX| giE 20Tt (Institutes 2.2.22)

98-S 2 29Itk (Haas, 1997: 67) 2L o]2fat Al m %ol BA QT 29k wje,
Zhol) GlojA] Apeiyat EEM e A 02 AL & 5 Yk (Klempa 1990: 6)

ojx 9 Z2 N&A R U A (magistrate) ko] TANA MEH S =2lstal ot 1eal o]
5t JAAES] BAE A A FHo= A s Q) sibd el £ A0S 24

o 3

LS P wioll= o] A2 &¥o] glol= A|7H A]olAl &Xo] Huh old o5 1
&2 st &2 Wkl 1 kgol A7 &) WIS e (ZHpA 2:14-

9) “%‘%’3 Qe ool BLE &
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A7} Ho} 1 7k50] A
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ZHe Fo] BE AQIRE %A shilth= Zlo]th.(Institutes 4.20.10)
2 o] A7 M&H S %}l’\é

AzEA AEe Aeels QRS BesAL ujHs)
e} EA0) AAEL shurde) el 1 o] 4
N
of zt}b A8 AEARAE gl tie S50 shido

_4

th. Zflo]] ofshd Al 2 =YRiS] = WA 7] (X*XW 7]“)4 g4 5, 3
oFEhe RS Qo AR AFREE Atk 7lse Het o= VsE Esh] flsiA
& Aol dashA Aot shdAM & T EESHA] ¢Ral ALS)7E HeateE Zad 9E 3
&oh= S vhdskalths Aolth (Institutes 2.7.10)
6. 84
22 AW Yo 'Y JEE 3L Atk ol= Z2Wo] FH'H A olgE MEE
A ARE8hE 73 -(AH 4] B aequitas naturahs) } ke oA ¢k 4 ol 2 e &}
A#o]7] wiigoll BE ARolAl SLsHAl A &=kl Hokth. Zh=ro] dRolA g4 de7t 52
SHA JERAL Q= oA = o]& & 4 itk Ao]th(McNeill, 1946: 181; Haas, 1997: 68) ZHHY
< Thadh 2o] 382 BE HolA sds Ueht= e 2 Bttt
Y2 Yoist 210122 2E BN SYoIR| 242 4 glon WA #io] thao] 201EX] 0] sY
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E
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st ) H <°Aaqo}hu ARIEE) So AT shas Zuo] o FolA 479

Falska A83t] GlolA 2), 3), 99] olmjolN Folehs AHES AHSTITHL K31 Qe (Haas,
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(& 310-1).B22 HRSPIE, 2= AR0| HoiM Lih RIFICH Mg Aist= APt SILE it §
UCLECZ, A2 SiLigel M Wetof &olle 2715t IS0i7l= Sl thgh £2420] gitty
THISHT B O 30| QIR RHEAQI MB02fH 2[0] 2oilM o Met Ag = A2 B
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7| W20|CH (Institutes 2.2.13)

Sjoh 22 Zo] 2&olA 27 5 7HA) SAo] ehdtka A A=) 3 glek, R, Aol Al
A (naturally) ZARTHE Ao|T). 1zke] ALsldoleks g AHAREE Aol U8
o

2, shbdol 19 nhgol M AolFelr] thRe] AEHolel Zoltt. S, &
Smind)%o] Sl MERTHS, sl gAT IZHEAe] AReks Zolt Aol of
Re] o] SlalA FEeIA 7] s, Q17ke] o) o] Ao] Folar] mjRe ohfats
tt.(Pryor, 2006/2007: 248-249)
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= 3ig SHE Zi0P. S8l 28 FAMS IXIX| s o SRS Bst ArioISY] HaS g
4 glor], 1S Ereisle QISR %8 4 g| mh2o| 2l ZEHsHs 20|t 2l olzko| 1 Al
A3t A WO S0T ZMME B2 M2 IZH0 AT ACHS 212 1S9 oS HOtM TiZHoto}

919 MEulge B Zro] ZupsiabEo] thet 42 S-S 7L leS & 4 Al o]
o] 9] AAHAVII= FF& X A= & & e

=
7 g SRR 28-S N 2T TS Bo] g 20 B 4 gk

3. Qlzte| x| dut Faizte| Z3PHsd

Zgo] A7ke] WA B L= FHA S e ATt ARREe nhgol HojR ‘A e Fxe A
o] oj@A 23t 4= Q=R BAZE AZIEA &S 4 (it sAPE A= AEAEA ] 2Tt Qi
FAEAS] O] Hfo] 23HE|7] b2 AE FE3HaL QIThal HAXE, o] T 7EA] Afolo] 4]
Z¥gt Bl QIukal Hopa= ¢F "rkal A1 4stal Stk Zo] Al&FHelA] QIS 7heA S &
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