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A study on major Protestant figures and Religious landscape
in the northern region before liberation:
Focusing on the interrelationship among the major figures
and the sharing of ‘Christian Nationalism’ ideology

A 1 2l (Kyo Jin Jung)**
ol S A (Ho Jung Lim)***

ABSTRACT

It was none other than Protestantism that became the medium of progress against
Neo-Confucianism in the northern region after the enlightenment period. The leaders of
the major forces in the northern region specifically addressed in this study, such as Ahn
Chang-ho, Cho Man-sik, Han Kyung-Chik, Kim Kyo-shin, and Kim Chai-joon, can be
referred to as Korean Protestant nationalists. In some respects, “Christian nationalism”
can be said to be the common denominator of these Protestant leaders. This ideology has
a strong antagonistic character to 'exclusive nationalism' based on Neo-Confucianism.
Of course, early nationalists like Ahn Chang-ho were under the influence of Neo-
Confucianism. However, as they came into contact with Christianity, they grafted
nationalism into the Christian faith and advocated “Christian nationalism.”

It is a fact that the “Christian nationalism” established by early Christian nationalists
under the influence of conservative theology also had some influence on the Protestant
leaders who pursued liberal theology. It appeared as a movement to establish a national
identity and capacity-building movement. However, the religious landscape in which they

* 2021 119 11 < 129 124 2247, 129 229 AjAfEHy

w4 Al A H0)7| S u A AFA T A (Seoul Theologlcal University Institute for the Study of Modern Christianity) ¢15-14,
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stood was clearly different, and due to this influence, conservatism and liberalism are
still on the opposite side until today in Korean Protestantism. Nevertheless, both early
Protestant leaders dreamed the same dream which is self-reconstruction and society-
reconstruction, further national-reconstruction, and nation-reconstruction through
Personality discipline and capacity-building based on the spirit of 'Christian nationalism'
and in a larger category 'nationalism’,

Key words : Fundamentalism, liberalism, Religious landscape, Christian Nationalism, Trans-
religious nation, Christian nation, ethnic Christianity, open Christianity
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