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A Study on Imagination of Suffering and Salvation in the Christendom in the
Late 16th Century: Analysis of Lutheran Voyage Images
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ABSTRACT

Metaphors of ships are frequently used in Christianity. In the Bible, ships are represented
as major symbols and roles. Even in the Middle Ages, ships were used as a means of
emphasizing communal values, which also appeared in buildings and symbolic expressions.
In various illustrations appearing around the 15th century, the ship not only inherits the
medieval expression tradition, but also contains anxiety about an unstable society and
Catholicism. As the Reformation progressed, this expression appeared more actively,
because writers who supported the Lutherans used ships as one of the expressions
criticizing Catholicism. However, as the political landscape and religious situation
surrounding Lutheran changed, the use of the metaphor for ships began to change. After
the defeat of the Schmalkalden League, conflicts over doctrine within the sect provided
new concerns for Lutheran supporters. Therefore, it is expressed as a more important task
to emphasize their doctrine or values.
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Figure 1. Sebastian Brant, Das Narrenschiff
(Basel: 1494). Hier nach der Ausgabe hg.

v. H.A. Junghans, Leipzig: Verlag Philipp
Reclam jun.,(1877). 103. Vom Antichrist.
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