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A Phenomenological Study on the Conversion of North Korean
Defector-Pastors: Using Colaizzi’s Method

dE 5 0ff (ByungAe Park)**

ABSTRACT

This study examined the gospel acceptance, growth, and church planting of North
Korean defectors who have become pastors. It aimed to find the meaning and the essence
of Christian gospel through the experience of North Korean defector-pastors. A total of 12
pastors, including six North Korean defector-ministers and six evangelists, participated in
this research. The data was obtained through one-on-one in-depth interviews and analyzed
using experiential phenomenological research method, suggested by Colaizzi (1978). As
a result, 95 themes were extracted, which was organized into 24 clusters of themes, and
established as five categories. The themes were rearranged into the categories of ‘War
between thought and truth, ‘Narrow road and wide road, ‘Meeting God, ‘Restoration
of the church community, and ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress as an evangelist, to describe the
meaning and structure of the participants’ experience. Lastly, based on research results,
concrete suggestions were presented, from the perspective of practical theology, to support
North Korean missions and North Korean defector-pastors.

Key words: North Korean defector-pastors, conversion, Colaizzi’s phenomenological study,
North Korean Missions, missionary work for displaced North Koreans
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