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A Critical Assessment of the German Churches Roles for the Unification of
Germany for a New Approach for Building Christian Communities in
North Korea

£ & (Hoon Song)”

ABSTRACT

The unification of Germany in 1990 was a monumental event for world peace and
reconciliation, followed by the collapse of the Soviet Union and a relevant and promising
model for peace and the unification of the Korean peninsula. Moreover, The churches
in the West and East Germany cooperated to ensure the unity of German churches and
increased people's hope for national unification and peace. The exemplar endeavors of
German churches had shown the responsibility heavily raided upon Christians' shoulders
for peace and reconciliation. However, German churches in the age of the new Millenium
have been facing challenges of conflicts between people had lived in the West and the East
and a strong wave of secularism. These conflicts show how hard it is to achieve people's
integrity after political and economic unification. Also, the leaning of churches in the old
East regions shows how ideology can cleanse people's religiosity even after the decline of
the communist regime.

Hence, it is needed to critically analyze the roles of churches during and after the
German unification to present a new idea of missions toward North Korea from a
missional perspective. This paper aims to provide historical evidence that missions toward
North Korea should be an integral mission for the well-being of North Koreans based
on evangelical efforts to build Christian communities in the North from this critical
assessment of the German case.

Key words : missions toward North Korea, unification of Korea, German churches, peace,
reconciliation, evangelism
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