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An Analytic Study of New Age Picturebook
within Christian Worldview
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ABSTRACT

As a crossover phenomenon in picturebooks, Gnosticism, which is horror literature for
adults, began to emerge. The current study analyzed the worldview by applying Vanhoozer’
$(2009) Theological cultural Hermeneutics to Hui-na Baek’s picturebook “Strange Mom,”
and illuminated it as a Christian worldview.

First, the world of the text itself, the analysis revealed that the family issues continued
through book cover. The main character was an antagonist that subverted the protagonist,
and manifested the notion of nihilism highlighting social problems by demonstrating that
the wicked help the righteous. Second, the world behind the text, Hui-na Baek lost the
copyright lawsuit, and pessimism was reflected in her work. She studied at CalArts, which
followed a postmodernist trend, and she has created several Gnostic picture books. Third,
the world ahead of the text, adults were comforted and children found the book either fun
or terrifying, which shows that the readers of each group expressed opposite reactions.
Hui-na Baek won the ALMA and, raised her profile, while ALMA’s award-winning writers
reflected the postmodern paradigm.

Finally, this literature contains a new-age worldview that advocates Gnosticism to replace
the nihilistic world. It emphasizes the absolute necessity of analyzing the worldview of
picture books as a means to recover Christianity.

It also demonstrates that children’s literature can contain the Christian worldview, such
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as in Tolkien's fantasy theory. A good picturebook cultivates one’s mind to find grace,
the gift of God. Although we are currently in the era of postmodernism to which culture
the picturebook adheres, one should examine it through a worldview analysis, and this
emphasizes the need for individuals to be a critic, a man of letters, and a believer that
repents and recovers in the light of the Christian worldview of creation, depravity, and
redemption.

Key words: Christian worldview, New Age picturebook, cultural hermeneutics.
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Shgo] 7]o|gto 2 £k = Zlol| dxFth(Todorov, 2013). HEHA|E FE FA 0] ofd AlE] £
2 HlghE Jacksone UE I SuH 8700 &2 A Ao AAE HE(subversion)Al7]=
refolgkal skith 1= 184)7] o] dojl= oo g Hrgglory, 11944 (Gothic Fiction)’o] &
ot 184)7] o] F & ofe] &Ato] WIS ATHAL Sttt 194|7]0ll= ¢fo] QIZHe] WHAAIR, 2047
ol efo] FAIQIA] Hojet 4= lrkal FA sttt (Jackson, Ao/ dEetAL2] &, 2001). ool A]
A o] IAERTEUZ] A8 AVLe] stzA UERdTh ofo® FAEH FGAF97} vt
2] TERR| 9] ARl = ofeo] LMo UEhbA] AT} oFe) ZiE & ATish AlZITh
Tolkien HEFA], @7 ofo}7], ofg] ‘ZHHA’ F3to] 7|3 0= ofglo]7} ofg} /dQls 9%t
Zolgtal AL Lewis® ©]of] 5-9)3itH(Duriez, &2t &, 2005). L2} Tolkien AF419] of
S0l AreFE AR PPkl HAE HuUj7] AlAbste] HA 3] olobr| & ThEo] With. ol+=
e M9 A, £ FUAG S AAISHE Fo] HH, ofo] 5ol A At TERA| 7} eYst)
(Pearce, AL 01%73 o] 2001). Tolkiene 28 27101 4+S 23 AAIR A5, 314
o] 12} AjAI2} THE Ak o= Kotk S A= AFA 4 W2 S 0]7]aL, mpfo] dojuh= AL}
A4 o] ehH 3] Z2E = Lot} ofglo] Z8te] BejH S oA 9] F 2 ofo]Eofl Al et
& F. obs A28kl Bettelheim®= Tello]o}7] 9] UH 2°1A obs-S fJ3t E3E & Tolkien
2 TR E AFET ‘ool Tt dAoA Sdste] AR AlA £o2 Y =
it} ofo] & Ho|2& /\ﬂﬁﬂi ofggslA| e & mpA|Toll= TP PSS RO R ofHo)
£ A4 AlAC HIE%E} (Bettelheim, 7 Q4>+ 32% 9, 2019: 105). L= o}5 A2 A]
ofo]=2] =& d7lo| &+ O}J} QFdof| gk a1k Adlo] AT
Tolkein¥} Lewis= —Erf% 01]/\1 AT} ofe] & 7]=al9] 7hEX] oA Zrotof kAl 2T
(Pearce, -5 0]% 2001: 112). to] Aloj) 7]’%*?5‘}% EA=A shdo] gopoll A AlFS 1
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An Analytic Study of New Age Picturebook
within Christian Worldview
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