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The First Churches’ Response to
the Cyprian Plague and its Driving Forces
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ABSTRACT

A number of plagues occurred in ancient Rome. Among them, the most damaging
epidemic was the Cyprian plague in the third century. The plague could have posed a great
threat to Christians: just as Emperor Nero blamed the Great Fire of Rome on Christians,
so the cause of the plague could be passed on to Christians. In fact, it was no coincidence
that extreme persecution was caused by the emperor Decius when Cyprianus plague was
prevalent. This paper intends to examine the overall aspects that the epidemic caused
to society, the Christians’ response to it, and their attitudes toward death. In conclusion,
these epidemic rather helped the spread of Christianity: the loving care and good deeds
of Christians for the sick, especially cordial funeral ceremony for the dead, seemed to
have moved people. And the most important driving force for Christians to do loving
care despite the risk of death was their view of death, in other words, the belief in the
resurrection.
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