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ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to closely examine the ministry experiences of ministers practicing
Christian social welfare for North Korean refugees. This study was conducted using the
grounded theory research method proposed by Strauss & Corbin (1998). The study participants
included 16 ministers currently practicing Christian social welfare for North Korean refugees.
The collection of research data was organized through 1:1 in-depth interviews, and analysis was
performed in the order of open coding, axial coding, and selective coding.

The ministry experience process of the study participants was changed into a ministry
start stage, a stage of disappointment and exhaustion, a stage of re-illumination, a stage of
recharging, and a stage of growth and sanctification. Based on the study results, the collective
exclusion experienced by North Korean refugees and ministers, the support of colleagues and
communities, the finance of the North Korean refugees ministry, a support for the ministry, and
the unification of South and North Korea were discussed, proposing a practical suggestion on
Christian social welfare.

Key words: North Korean refugees, Christian social welfare, ministers, ministry experience,
grounded theory study
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Table 1. The Demographic and Sociological Characteristics of Research Participants
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