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A Research on the Socio-Ethical Implications of

Abraham Kuyper’s Thought on Sphere Sovereignty

Z| 8 Z (Yong Joon (John) Choi)**

ABSTRACT

This article investigates how Abraham Kuyper(1837-1920), a Dutch theologian, politician,
journalist and educator tried to develop his ideas of sphere sovereignty. He expanded Jean
Calvin’s theology which emphasized the sovereignty of God into all the spheres of our lives.
This is so-called Neo-Calvinism. With this principle of sphere sovereignty, Kuyper argued
that each sphere has its own sovereignty established by God so each sphere should respect
other spheres and should not intervene others with its own power and authority. Based on
this idea, Kuyper founded Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam in 1980 and gave his opening
address with the title “Souvereiniteit in eigen kring(Sphere sovereignty).” Furthermore,
his idea resulted in the so-called pillarization of the Dutch society. Then the socio-
ethical implications of this thought both in the Netherlands and Korea are discussed. As a
conclusion, we will reflect how Kuyper’s insight can be applied.

Key words: Abraham Kuyper, sphere sovereignty, neo-Calvinism, pillarization, social ethics
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ofHelg}l 71o]#(Abraham Kuyper, 1837-1920)+= HEHE 9] A3t E3)ato|2} AlEARE 13
o] WAt P7IA|eL FHAE T AERIQ FAlo] tighs AYst asrtolHA FA7t= 4
G Aot 7 Jhsh VIR E WHA QlEoltt L7 AvHke] FuiEAt 24
(Jean Calvin, 1509-1564)2] A18}e TS WHAIA shHY 38 AMIE 419 BE Yoz &
tigh &9 A0 (neo-Calvinism)= Agke A AAFCZ A4 ¢ dF= HHaL At
(www.allofliferedeemed.co.uk)’ E3] o] ZFo|X% 1.9] 99 FAGARTHE, sphere sovereignty,
souvereiniteit in eigen kring) AMJS UEHE= ALs]o] TheFs HSHS: 7P $kom St ALS|of| % o
2] HollA ALE] {24 3ol E 7T,

T-5QE 7HolH 8] Agoljeh A el Tl E}—E— = (873, 20110k A (A, 2010) B A
T2 AU O)VE-8- /g &, 2011, HEfE &, 2020) o] FAof el wUloflA Zlo] et =olut
A2 o]a--0] 7ho|He FY FARS FA LR 119 PAAVEE ofFA sheAom 488 Zl9
A5 TE =i ol AR #2143 & 123t =22 79 YITHe]=+2, 2013). 3Ljol| A &= 7}o]H o]
Bt =2olut AZEE i Bo o] g9 o] 7 AR 24 TOE R =e e WA &t
SN YAH O] ARG thelaol A= ZHal 14058 2 Fhols M7 10053ES 71E3t 2020-2021
SPAEE 7holH e s &2 Fafal 119 F3lS T (democracy), TFE/S (diversity) 2 Asl4 719

Al(Social Entrepreneurship)©. 2 QOFsPHAA 15 UEZHE A}S|7HE7HSocial Entrepreneur) 2
ZfJH?f_}f}(www.youtube.Com/watch?v=CgOplpPP]Fk&ab_channel=VrijeUniversiteitAmsterdam).

Tt 2 =ZolAs 710l O] G FH Aol FARIA] WA Argstal ofef ¢rdsto] HolLe]
7F F3foll A dojit AP A1 oful 2 Ed|o] E(Apartheid)2he] #Hed/do] #af #AIsHTE,
Lo} of 9 8 Aol 7HolH o] AIRS 0] sl ofgA| BHEUEAE e 1L & HEdE
AF21e] £ £9] V15 S (pillarization)E &3l 7Hol#H7} of A AR td/de ML HEA o
& 2&sh= BAlof o] AVdol F= AR &E4] o] tial] vUEdH= Bl 4] Aol M =23t &

1) 2018 HEH=9] 7fAla " u]d W49l VPRO(Vrijzinnig Protestantse Radio Omroep)+= 194]7] | %%E Ab
512 2Wsts e g A 2E dbstHA 2% shE ‘Quidt of2 a3t (Abraham de Geweldige) olgl= A&
o= ofEgksl Fho|HE 7Y T3t JE 5 o PO = Rt www.youtube, com/watch?v:XUHsb4W—ool<&ab_
channel=kobayasukobayasu Z3l. ®3F 20204 1€ 9¥, 717} Ejoju} RHOZHE Kol AgE e nf&ehen
(Maarsluis) 2] 7§ 1.2 (Grote Kerk)oﬂ*i% 719 XA 100%% < 71dshe PAPE AFE =t o= SHEdo Haan) vk
2o A, FaL = &of(Hugo de Jonge) T4 #52 (7]5UFATHCDA) 2%), 24 31 (George Harinck) AH&-H
A}k I]L—’F 7+ & ol 227 (Karin van den Broeke) U'E#E A &3] 314, of|2] S AEeH(Erik Hoekstra) = =2
Efst 24 4 A7} 238 A(Johan Snel) 5 o8] FART} 7Fol HE RSt T ol A A 7T www.youtube.com/
watch?v=i463_4Yh7B8&ab_channel=HDCCentreforReligiousHistoryVU L.
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& o 2020). o] TiEhe] o]&2 oA At A= thsto] W3} =] ko 2HE Q2L A
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Staatkunde, 19 870lM = 9 ol el tha} Zo] Adrgsial Stk
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U FHS E30F ol 2t BRANE 01F E=23H0F etti(Kuyper, 1916: 265-266).

FholH o] A Fxo] TAS) SFEAAE
WERACGE 1:11-12, 21, 24-25) wabA ZbAF ALq-sk SHA
ZFA AL QitkE ZAolth Yoprt o] G 1 AMFE 4] 7 G0l i HekS A IS
ok ofye} T2 G} thE AT} ) F(de taak en de plicht) = tHKuyper, 1912: 299). st
AN AASRLL FA A= 2 AX e Tdet ARSsAES o FeAEe] fA 9 T
= I HES I kA o] 99 FHY AR FxO| AACE A ApHIE F
Skl EFot= Zlolt). Al Ef 2 Fnitt Z}iﬂﬁ‘ﬂ =AY o] e g ol thef
= Q3| oF gtrh= o). 7, 714 /8g T Aol Hisl Wr””ﬂ/ﬂ A OE 4
Alsfjof 7Hgo] HlZUAA Y EA] o w3y w7ts 247} A|3HE 5
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BEA=71e] FA 2 o]ojFthalzkA] 46tk (Bak, van Holthoon, Krabbendam, & Ayers, 1996).
SAE Fto|H o] o FH AP A 18] FA4F9 (ecclesiasticism)2F LTS A&

(secularism) 2] A|A|1 o] thet 7] =l AJAIA] TiQtolt), S48) w4 3-5=4]|(Papal Monarchy)

£ A w3 E Bl Ade] BE 99 thadntal Byt wetA AFE At st
Eo] 2o Znte] mlHA 2 TAIE BH TA| 8t 7hed) thd o] glom thE ofE A&
T o] AREL Y #A A& 4 glth ol& BollMT a4 Al F8 TR w3l 93|
= AL F A w5 3] o] Ao mEE A EAEE IE AT BA S} 5 Robe i
7 SR OH 71E GYolME EAE AL I8 EofollA = o] tigto] wske] il u}
2t A A SHA T 2uld A o] % M504 AAITo] SAFsHHA st AlAIF] 9
o AR ARIES w3let FtetA clee] SAA7} H AN Al ilE Fal7)E (Reformation)&
ol ANl B o, 7, 18 2 FAE 139 FAREE et 7l nE wdlFo)et
2] g A7 AuEids AERF oY oo YEht Al&A ATl s &As] gloly R
o}, 3HARE FholH = P9 = HES “Shd dollAl (Coram Deo)”2h= -0l 71RES FHA] &
9] BE JY2 shd dellA s5stal A MAATHL HYth webs 7holH e AS G952
247y B stal 11 Ay w7} Adjs2) = gk Zlo]tH(Kuyper, 1912: 151).
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J g Ao|t}. o] 2 1A FolgollA] Wil Ao el 1948 HE
SHE QISE A, =, Q] HAH] {AQ1Fo tsh AP 7@14 & Wohetd REAES US54
H , ITHEE AFA 28, 5& 54, &
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=41 Wl Ag=9] 7}~ A gFstdtt. o2fgh A 9] v o= 132 7HE w3 (Nederduits
Gereformeerde Kerk)7} Q1ZxPH2 sjAS dlo] olu}2EF|0]EQ] o|dd EUE ALt
= As)7t Ak F, A9 GY YollA FHo] Qlths Fhol# e AMdo] o7]o] FL35 9
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AT}H(Lijphart, 1980).
e < 7NAlalofl= H ol ARP(RFE ™, De Anti-

Revolutionaire Partij, 1879-1977; 7H&F2]), CHU(7]|5-A A3, De Christelijk-Historische
Unie, 1908-1977; =7}7413L8]), RPF(7H& g2 A%}, De Reformatorische Politieke Federatie,
1977-2000; 7§415) 2 GPV(ZHE 2 A", Het Gereformeerd Politiek Verbond, 1948-2000;
A5 WEF) 7 AJaL AFao| A= RKSP(ZuF 7HHE2 A, De Roomsch-Katholieke
Staatspartij, 1926-1945) 9 KVP(7}&¢ =-91d, De Katholieke Volkspartij, 1945-1977)0] 1}C.
v, A1122]9] 79 SDAP(HE]T
1945)7F YRXE v SHA 2pF39] /ol VDBARMFFAE, De Vrijzinnig Democratische
Bond, -1946; #¢]-2}-1), LU(De Liberale Unie, 1921; 114 A1), Vrije Liberalen(-1921; X4
2 Z4), LSP(RF-=71d, De Liberale Staatspartij)/Vrijheidsbond (1921-1945) ¥ PvdV(AF-
3, De Partij van de Vrijheid, 1946-1948)0] it A9t @A 7HA L A2 SGP(57H1E
I, De Staatkundig Gereformeerde Partij, 1918 ©]%) (A4 7EF2]), CDAC|S-UFA,
Het Christen-Democratisch Appel, 1977 ©]%) (oll7#4#) ChristenUnie(7]5 ¥, 2000 ©]
%) (HE-7103/ 58 4)0] 9T}, FFILE CDAS77 o)F olFuiZ)oln] Alslze] Ao ms
PvdA(%=59, De Partij van de Arbeid, 1945 ©]%), SP(AFE]Y, De Socialistische Partij)7}F Q3L
S8A A3 EAMoE VWWDAERMHFE=Y, De Volkspartij voor Vrijheid en Democratie,
1948 0]3) ¢} D66(WF 66, Democraten 66, X H 24 Z}-5)7} Qlct.

ool H&59 F$ fAluo= NCRV(HEZHE 7|5 gt Q A%, De Nederlandse
Christelijke Radio Vereniging, AE-71839]), EO(E-3%;, De Evangelische Omroep) 1]
31 VPRO(AH 7410 2he] @7k Vrijzinnig Protestantse Radio Omroep)7}F 910 ol =

KRO(7F=E ght] @1k, De Katholieke Radio Omroep)7} Q131 AF]F29]o= VARA (=54 2}

54, De Sociaal-Democratische Arbeiders partij, 1894-
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o] &8l Vereeniging van Arbeiders Radio Amateurs) 18]31 S84 Ahq-29]ofl=
AVRO(ZRF ] @74 A3 De Algemene Vereniging Radio Omroep)7} {1tk
Aol CNV(H= 7|15 ==, Het Christelijk Nationaal Vakverbond, 1909
o]%) NWVUEHE =524, Het Nederlandsch Werkliedenverbond) Patrimonium (7}
& 39] 1876 o]&)o] Qlal AFo+= NKVUHEHE 7IE2 =%, Het Nederlands Katholiek
Vakverbond, 1925-1976) & FNV(UEZE= =% A% De Federatie Nederlandse Vakbeweging,
1976 o]&)7} Qom Akg]FEojo= NVV(HEHE =% A% Het Nederlands Verbond van
Vakverenigingen, 1906-1976), FNV(U@E =225 A%, De Federatie Nederlandse
Vakbeweging, 1976 0]|%)7}, $H % 2-g52ol= ANWV(HEHE Uit =X Het Algemeen
Nederlandsch Werklieden-Verbond)7} It
A2 49 7|A o= De Standaard(1872-1944, 7H&F2)), Trouw(1943-@A A, 7§83
9]), Friesch Dagblad (7§ & 2]), Kwartetbladen(1971d¢] Trouwet 3 7H&=2]), De
Rotterdammer, de Nieuwe Haagsche Courant, de Nieuwe Leidsche Courant en het Dordtsch
Dagblad, Nederlands Dagblad (A3 7§E322]) & Reformatorisch Dagblad 7H&2])7} Q)
O HAuof= De Maasbode(De Tijd7} &), De Tijd(Haagse Poste} 3l in HP/De Tijd),
Katholiek Nieuwsblad (1983 ©]%), De Volkskrant(1919 0]%) @ x]&] 2un} 7158 AREE0] 9lal
ArS|F2)o = Het Vrije Volk(1945-1991) & Het Paroolo] 12|l SHA A-5-522]0= Nieuwe
Rotterdamsche Courant(#}3-2]) @ Algemeen Handelsblad(#7-2], NRC Handelsblad®} &
3}), Algemeen Dagblad(#}7-4]), Het Vaderland(*7-4)), De Telegraaf(5H2]) ¥ De Courant/

Nieuws van de Dag(Z9H2%])o] St}

S gE 7|A RS ¢ School met de Bijbel(34LS 71 &)t 7N 1-71% 18-S 3}
© AHEErt ol AFue] 39 2op 7HEE vt Jlom YA F Ve BE FEdtu

ojth. thehs X 7WAlae] 79 Vrije Universiteit (A7 thehal), Protestantse Theologische
Universiteit Kampen (Z¥# Algu 7§18 9])7F AT HFu+= Radboud Universiteit
Nijmegen(Ho]H& tstu) 2} Universiteit van T1lburg(‘f;ﬂl"i—§ gt 7t Y3 YA T 75
2 FYstaselt.

sk T2 ZHAae] Q- SSR(Societas Studiosorum Reformatorum, 1905-1969) 1886-
1905 “GSV Hendrik de Cock”, d=ul= AHC(¥HJ At Aller Heiligen Convent, 1971-&Y;
1908-1970 UKSV/UKSN), Al3]sE2]= ASV(YRE 243 3]) Algemene Senaten Vergadering,
1892 ©o]=) FUB(Federatie van Unitates en Bonden, 1948 ©]%; 1913-1927, UNS) 1&|3l &3
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A

A AF0)= ASV(YRE S8 $])9F FUB(Federatie van Unitates en Bonden, 1948 ©]%; 1913-
1927, UNS)7} Ut

HAad G 2= A FAe NJVUE J 4 A%} Het Nederlandsch Jongelings
Verbond), A1+ KAJOHEE =54 %, De Katholieke Arbeiders jeugd) KV(7HEg A2}
&, De Katholieke Verkenners), A3+ AJC(=5 4 54, De Arbeiders Jeugd Centrale)
383 Y4 A/F+= NPVUEHE W2 AE 3], De vereniging De Nederlandsche
Padvinders)”7} {1tt.

Eo 2 Hee] F2 7i4lul= Oranje-Groene Kruis (L#:A]-547}), A1+ Wit-Gele Kruis
({-24 47}, A= ST} Groene Kruis (547} o]th(Blom, 2000, Dam, 2011, Huyse, 1987,
Lijphart, 1968, Rossem, 2012, Stuurman, 1983).

3. Alg| 22|H gt
FtolHE oY 99 FHS A
(popular sovereignty)3} =57of| A A (state-sovereignty) AFS R 75
ek 71 oAl = gtael tish A&, 7Y 9 A, dle 5 AFSle] “S1h7|#E(intermediate
bodles)”° S 7 718 AR goll S
BZolaol AFS| A E Eeet e Faul 3 EA7E A st AR,
3 iE’J 7F QAL 33
UolZt 1 vgSE F11e] =94
TFAE AT QA 7 AAL

TS
EORER(EE XP—OW Sletmiee] olel o) olst S A3 Bz ol
A Aol LEAE0] 150 aol UEY A F7SH BAlo] AR REHS A s
S AN A 7

w8, St wele Ak, Sl Ei vieel vl A5 2ES U 4 glom 48 hsd
MBS Y ool B Ho|DE Sl PP 54 S 7|40 get PHHOD Gyshe
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AtEo] gljof stthal d= YT np7 A 2 B2 Ao M= AT A8 of 54, F
© Ao A& A Ao A o]FofoF Sithal ZholH = £3]
o] Mo A flshH HEI7F AUAA A wnlth 5752 =577 Ude Waliskal vk 7&
of thal efsfiof ghrkal T TR

FtolH o] ApE| o] tist WAL 1880 De Standaardo] 543t ‘@Al 71E% HHEHA
(Antirevolutionair 66k in uw huisgezin)”o]2h= =d o] YERATHKuyper, 1880). 7] 4
AR AT ] A8 ARl Tl FRTETL 223 Tol eJaiel HAH o)1 ghast 7Hgol
= @ ofTI AL Tl 71 B} sl el AR, st of), WA, A7) At
A& W A ARAIT ol 7ke] TA otk BLE AR oA & tishH A Helol thidt £5
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A=,
e U E2F AR o= AR, BE L FAIoH, BAShE AFRFED BAF e AFREE ol
RS R ol 54 Fald AAAA B 4 e AR LR CEMLR) F 78 gt
W&} fARSE Ho] QITkal & 4= QLo Fho|#7} o] @ F-S AUTHA ofuf o] AE YRk 2F 07
S 7oz Heltt,

npAEto 2 ge REL 17118913 119 9-12%0] FAE|2hol A TE3 A1} 7] 5 ALS] 2]
F 18 A (Christelijk-Sociaal Congres)ol|A] &&t 71.0] ¢IA o]t} GA] AALS ol 4] 2yt 2
55 74 THolA thHE 19 942 Het sociale vraagstuk en de christelijke religie(AFs] &
ALk 7))k Al o= S TH(Kuyper, 1891 ; 2413 <, 2005). 74 Zhol = 1B A
LRIo B AR Aol tisl A<l olAlS 7HA AL et wAlES s Edst] A8 HdS 3 &
o 3L A& thsfjof sttpal ZAxshiA o] 77H4] & g & ZJV\]?E‘:} AR B4 7=
A A WA 231 W EsIAL HAE TWEA Shbd ofHAI E U302 AR Y] B Ao tish
shd Q] B wfetof sirk E4) 1 71e] U9t ARRle] AR5 ] HEsfiof djof ofH %
AigksiAy 33teiA= o Hoh AR QI ARSl= shue] §71491 FsAHdS A8 of g
oh A 223t A & uf 1YAEQIES HAS vl HIAIZ| =5 shEAA FEAT o
AR LY AERIEL o) &S ot g4 63501] ZresliA = ¢F HH ARRlE ez 7Y
gafjof gt} oA shbdrto] RhR-o] FRlojA B g BAL 2] HA 7|2 B2 S Weks-S 7]

& 250 AlofARt FgtE| ol A= ¢F "), o]Ljo = 7}
013115 LEAES Lol @St 4bS wrotof &b Ush o] Sof|= WIEA] 4 42 Qlojof 3 X
&S QRS st dEAEE AS3T

(Praamsma, 1985 ; o]A-&-7Ake] 2011: 210-213) o]# 3t 715 AlE] %58 11 & A4 WA E o]
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A A miel o] Ydt o= 7| S ea s go] 24E Ao ALE] 7} Hofe] 75 TAlE0]
gtato] A F7HA & gEstal QltHwwwstichting-csc.nl).
T gk ARS]of|A] o] Fho|H O] o =l AMSE ol AN 2|4 e E THA=7F A
A= 3k AFR] = oFF] gol Q= o] &S FEof gt 2R shud e Auids xS
H FtolH= o] S Y BE JYom grjote] LAF o2 AP I At o] WA
o|% w3|= o] HolA & 3dS Jeh w3l E Al B35S AR v opet g stu g A
Foto] £H-2 QXE HiEsI WSS sty EAES FEVA o8 Tol% ofuA|st
ST}, ol7} Chofet AlEj A A HES
B0l o] A o= dxsilal
3, 2012). sARE od3] $h=2] %] Fofd
W32 AN e Eale U3 A
guz) PAEA ST o0 o] 9o
Aol olafet vgekEe) 715 0] e A7} o Bol o] 20N HA] GOl shie)
bt Qlshe s wejshof st

o

A 15 R theld = YR Erg 71 53talso] A9 FRo| A ds A= 23k of

Ko,
:

e

L AE A WS 4 JES wsiol SHLOH AL WOk R} AU AL o
g Zlolt}. obr} gke] oA 7hg 2 Aol AliLgoleka ot et shelo] ¢l
I SES B S¢lo] B 0F 34 1%l FA7He goto] Bilo] Y TS gost
3ol 7L &0 Alo] YOw F 2ol Z Sk YolE FAY o], Yol W 484 A
H}97] 9ja) SH9lo] AL ekt oleisk Akmgulof that Hto] Feol S S Y A
2 HTOR oA BN A WXL YL WA BTk Lo} 25A180] AH4le] BE 7
2 A3 oby QMR S TR WA stedol] ATt o2 slof s YASE B
o] 2¢ SES WYl QEY] AT ol2jE HES HYHoR A grh 52
% BT 2 HES SHs FAUES US4 Gl FASL TS gaste] oH9l A
2 HlEsHe 2L 1S ofel g Aoltt vgREs] A 7HES Bel g mgo] Ao} ik, 18
sfal 9 7} o] Shivh Elof 2R 5e] &S BT B3] 7Pl AW Aaksl] HolE 7=
SHAR, AR} o] 3 87 9t 7w sk Tiakstel FHAoIA A 18 9] FRAS Zo) 1Al
3 AGATHEEE, 2016). O] 9 W HEs} 1%L Shaeh selo] Br)iL AFe o]
olzstt] @l ol WE HAHolN LHE AdaE S sHs Ao WS- s

niA g o2 AR el Te)2 A3t ola] 71X Hee IRaof s}, o)A BRek 7%0] A
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% 0]} 913 ZA0] QoS Yol BRIRHOR 4% BAIE Qo3 Yt ofefat ZAEE v
| SEsjolo} & Zloltt. o]z WM B3] slolnlzt 715 AElA Ffol A FEe UF A

% EsCRR B 4 ik

>~
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>
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Fholwi 9] ol 2 AHE ol Ao 4 Ao| ozt w3, thel, A, A
7} Zofo| A FAAH o8 At =IO RH Al HIAIZ|E AL = ABA 7197t
o}, oleigt 9] Alole AFE UEIERT ohje} A AAHOE FFL MAT Uk /Y 1
7} A3k ey L. 197740 71E Y EWste] 7] 51 23HCDA: Christen-Democratisch
Appe) &2 WASIA LT o] AL o8] Folmo] e W glom Uobt feige] 75

=
el 55 G (EPP, European People’s Party) & 18] J&FS & 4= Ut} 7|Ef w3 WS,
=2 7}

2 ol

AR, w2 5 7 o) ofals] 19 fate Yot glow] ot ula, Ak, £, HEAE,
HokE 2 SEolE e v gk

AL oleld WEES Hgslo] YO B oA WA ok & Aol o]uE
& FEshEA BSARE e 9 LHIUA 715 18-S tiREOR ANt T Al
SU12 7153 AABE 27 A 5 YEE sjof 3 Holk, wF, AR} /1% vheretio]
AU B BT 189 ARG EFHES AALBOIN weks A PR 1
2 58] TUsjor ¥ Aolth Uobt ol F sla) vigRT 715 Al)d $ae) 20 o] 2
ol FEaE 7|5 BAS0] AFH: 50| ol o] ENAHOE 2w § HAS HE
SF3 SRl LhekE 2 gl M AAZ 7R Utol & el
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A Research on the Socio-Ethical Implications of
Abraham Kuyper’s Thought on Sphere Sovereignty

2 =R UgHs 9] Agrto)zt FH7tm A2Q1Q1 FAlo| mEAATE ofHake 7ho]H(1837-
1920)7} g FHol| tet A4 AVd-S oAl WAAZIH L = om 11 AR {24 gHejrt
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