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ABSTRACT

This article purports to investigate the formation and its development of the relationship
between the teacher(s)/speaker(s) and the learner(s)/audience throughout the book of
Proverbs. Characteristics of the relationship between speaker(s) and audience, made
progressive developments in Proverbs 1-9; 10:1-22:16; 22:17-24:34; 25-29, and 30-31, can
be summarized as follows: first, the boundary of the teacher(s)/speaker(s) is gradually
extended until the form of education utilizes the means of communal learning. Second,
the boundary of learner(s)/audience is also extended until the form of education shapes
the learner becomes the teacher. Third, the book of Proverbs is suggestive of a communal
context of education that enables the teacher also learns from the learner. Fourth, wisdom
education thereby deals with all elements of the life of the learner, which culminates in
the formation of the wisdom worldview through the lens of the fear of the Lord. Fifth,
this form of education leads the learning community to practice righteousness, justice,
and equity. In conclusion, the book of Proverbs helps us to understand that the teacher is
also to participate in the learning process, which eventually forms a communal context
of education. Education in the book of Proverbs never assumes a closed ending in the
educational context, yet an open ending: continual form of the re-education for Christian
education.
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