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The Image of Christ in Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to reread Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro in light of Martin Buber’s
philosophy of dialogue, and try a new interpretation of the novel. According to Buber, the true
life of this world is an encounter enabled by “grace,” and that encounter leads to a meeting with
God, who is “eternal You.” For Buber, art is not merely the result of an artist’s own thinking
and experience, but of the meeting between an artist and the object, “with his or her whole
existence.” The interpretation of a literary work from the perspective of Buber’s philosophy
requires a new and different approach. That is, instead of the positivist, formal, or socio-
historical critiques of the work, which are based on the “I—It” attitude toward the text, Buber’
s interpretation requires the “I—You” attitude to listen to the text and hear the voice of “eternal
You” through the reading process. In an era when human-centered science, technology, literary
trends, and philosophy seem to prevail over the truth of the Bible, Ishiguro’s novel Never Let Me
Go, which opens up various reflections through the story of “a clone,” might be an appropriate
target for text interpretation as “thou.” It is because the dialogue with the narratives of a clone
speaker, who remembers and mourns the lives of her clone friends growing up to experience
human joys and sorrows and completing their lives after their organ donation, reminds a reader
of the image of Christ Jesus, who endured deadly sufferings to redeem the sin of human, and
further, enables the reader to heed the silent outcry of the implied other in the world.

Key words: Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go, Martin Buber, The Text as Thou, the Image of
Christ
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