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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to classify perceptions of sexual behaviors of unmarried
young Christians, exploring factors that may influence the group differences and testing
possible between-group differences on attitude toward marriage, marriage & child-bearing
intentions, and child-rearing expectations. Through latent profile analysis, 567 unmarried
Christians were classified into three groups—congruent, ambiguous, and inconsistent—
based on six questions in three sub-categories, which were Christian perspectives on sex,
disagreement on premarital/extramarital sex, and conservative attitude on physical touch.
The congruent group reported highest scores on the three-sub categories; inconsistent
group showed relatively high scores on Christian perspectives on sex while showing very
low scores on conservative attitude on physical touch. Ambiguous group reported relatively
high scores on conservative attitude on physical touch, showing relatively low scores
on Christian perspectives on sex. From logistic regression analysis, spiritual maturity,
fundamental evangelicalism, and worship service attendance were found to be predictors
of group differences. Lastly, young Christians in the congruent group reported significantly
higher scores on attitude toward marriage, marriage & child-bearing intentions, and child-
rearing expectations compared to ambiguous and inconsistent groups. Based on these
research findings, we make a few suggestions related to Christian sex education and
discussions.

Key words: unmarried young Christians, sexual behavior, perception, religiosity
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4 23 OF 5] S18) Figure 17} 2o] AR YL ATt

i o o - Perception of Marriage:
i| Spirituality: Frequency of

. ) ) .. Necessity of Marriage,
Worship Service, Spiritual ) ) )
Intention to Marriage :
- Perception of Childbirth &
Children: Intention to
Childbirth, Values for

Maturity, Fundamental Perception of

Evangelism, etc. exual Behawvior

- General Characteristics:
Age, Sex, Attitudes to

Social/Economic Issues

Analysiz Part B

Behavioral Behavioral Moral Moral Christian Christian
Perspective 1 || Perspective 2 || Perspective | || Perspective 2 || Perspective 1 || Perspective 2
Chvarall Exciusive Ehysical
Attitude fo Permissibility || Atfitude fo EPrivilege of Gift of God || Emotional &
Sarual in Saxual Framarital Married Spirstual
Contact Ralations Saxr Couple Union

Figure 1. Latent Profile Analysis Model on the Perception of Sexual Behavior
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1. 72 917 H4o| 7|25 24

= Ae] 8 W8] 7|87 3= [Table 2]} [Table 3]of] A A= o] T}, T4, & AL
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3 Al QA A4 88 AES ZASIITE 2704000 Tt ARl YAl E WA
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Table 2. Descriptive Statistics related to Perception of Sexual Behavior

Category Variable Value n % I\él;;;
Wide Openness 33 6.0
Overall Attitude Careful Openness 220 402
to Sexual -
Contact Strict Standards 283 517
Strict Prohibition 1 20
Behavioral Sex 9% 176
Perspective Sexual Caress 56 10.2
Permissibility in Kiss 219 40.0 B
Sexual Relations Hugs or Light Kiss 128 234
Holding Hands or Arms 37 6.8
None 1 20
Attitude to 5-point scale _ ~ 360
Premarital Sex (5 = Premarital sex is wrong) (1.283)
Moral
Perspective  Agreement to The  4-point scale 306
Privilege of Married (4 = Sex is the exclusive privilege of - - ( 9‘92)
Couple married couples) :
Sex as the Gift of 4-point scale B _ 352
God (4 = Sex is the gift of God) (688)
Christian
Perspective  Sexas the Physical,  4-point scale 355
Emotional, & Spiritual (4 = Sex is the physical, emotional, & - - (7'23)

Union spiritual union)
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[Table 3Jol4] & 4 Qo] FREEF U AY Folol A i Folxho] he (4217, 779%)°]
mE] Aol R, A% FolAt & 9 % okF B2 ik U 8 o) il EFaL Qi A0 e}
Wit 18] YRS TeR) FEoN BE B Q4] HolBths SHL 30%(166%)019]
A, o] B FolRths SR ERUTE 7%(70)E 4 W F UF P U
ol FHSAT. 94 H5S 67 Aol Bt 40UOE BE $E(B5UHE & 47
2 Holzglw, FEzoH Bexo] Y AES & 4 Uk 715 2EF0) 49 HE ML 5
A AT 7% o] 4748 02 AJF3] B2 £5S BRI

AEI 24 Aol that QXY U] A WS BN 57 HE /1% Fatol 44

Table 3. Descriptive Statistics related to Major Variables in this Study: Sociological Characteristics,
Religious Activities/Spirituality, & Perception of Marriage/Childbirth

Category Variable Value n % I\(A;S;
After High School 23 472
The First Middle/High School 28 51
Church Elementary School 33 6.1 -
Attendance Before Elementary School 39 72
From Birth 421 774
Currently None 10 18
Frequency of Several Times a Year 16 29
Worship -
Religious Services Every Two Weeks 21 3.8
Activities & Fvery Week or More 500 914
Spirituality
None 68 124
Participation in Young Somewhat 109 199
Adult -
All the Times 166 303
iy . 6-point scale _ ~ 424
Spiritual Maturity (6 = Highly matured) (659)
. : 5-point scale _ ~ 4.74
Christian Fundamentalism (5 = Highly evangelical) (523)
2022.12 133



[
0x
ol
=]

[m}
oy
0%
jinl

+
(=

Intention to Marriage 5-point scale - . 4.47
(5 = Highly intended) (.808)
. . 5-point scale B _ 4.01
Perception of Necessity of Marriage (5 = Highly necessary) (764)
Marriage &
Childbirth . —_ 5-point scale B _ 4.30
Intention to Childbirth (5 = Highly intended) (1.009)
. 5-point scale B _ 4.62
Value for Children (5 = Highly valued) (701)
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selof Q1 7gelat A 4-0] 4 5% o) 4ol ol ghh ]unglﬂl Wickrama(2008)¢] 7] %0 2
HGHe wl, LR 47) B} 57 BYolA 3 o] 2960) WL Holal Yo} /1% &
%2 2-3) mPolk o 9] 1E3 B4 THs S SHstel HARYOR AAZETY 471 3

2|E AE Az =9t A 7§ 2E 9] AICs= 7039.633, BICE 71515499111, entropy+ 0.962
ot Al Testele] vl e A WAL 58% T WAL 24%, 23 Al WA} 18% Lepde,
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Table 4. Classification Criteria for the Number of Latent Profiles
No. of the Latent Profiles

Criteria
2 3 4 5
AlC 7394.000 7039.633 6981.392 6840.811
BIC 7475.785 7151549 7123.439 7012.989
SABIC 7415.471 7069.014 7018.683 6886.013
LMR-LRT 0.000 01142 01672 0.2129
BLRT 0.000 0.0000 0.0000 0.2196
Entropy 0.917 0.962 0.966 0.960
1 277 179 173 18.2
2 722 2472 56.0 28.0
Classification
rate (%) 3 579 245 6.0
4 21 20
5 456
7600 -2 AIC =4=BIC =x=SABIC
7400
7200

7000 --ﬁéf\\’
- p— >.<

6800

6600
2 3 4 5

Number of the Latent Profiles

Figure 2. Changes in AIC, BIC, SABIC as the Number of Latent Profiles Increases
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Figure 3. Latent Profiles of Perception of Sexual Behavior

Q1 = Behavioral perspective 1: Overall attitude to sexual contact (Original scale: 1 = wide open;

4 = stric prohibition)

Q2 = Behavioral perspective 2: Permissibility in sexual relations (Original scale: O = no relation; 5 = sex)

Q3 = Moral perspective 1: attitude to premarital sex (Original scale: 1 = morally right; 5 = morally wrong)
Q4 = Moral perspective 2: the exclusive privilege of married couple (Original scale: 1 = morally right;

4 = morally wrong)

Q5 = Christian perspective 1: the gift of God for people (Original scale: 1= morally right; 4 = morally wrong)
Q6 = Christian perspective 2: the physical, emotional, and spiritual union (Original scale: 1 = morally right;

4 = morally wrong)

ME FE 7152R19] AdqEol vt Q1AE oM 7 WaeR At W] et A=
71 (FA1Zro] 44 == 57)0] Aofste] RE W40 H4E 104 7|Eor Shitsto] [Figure 3]
of AIAISHAAL, 7F 2t o] £/do] wiet A HAE LA, = HAE Lo, A RAE =Y
2|’ 0.2 rg sl

AP 7]=a PO E2 80 BY4 ddolA 29 AEAE A grial B HjEo]
woH, J3so] H4AQ folth Adwel Bt 7| Eul Hy =Y 4w 74l P9 §
SHLINA LHEEA 2 pFES HolFaL k. o] FFoll= 58%2 Ado] Soitt Rege
Al 7 ZEak FolMe 7P S0AQA A BolRal t &, 7 Eal 3 8 ARt A

_ Ao}z 8H K27 K45
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Table 5. The Effects of the Participants’ Characteristics and Religious Activities/Spirituality
on the Latent Profiles: Multinomial Logistic Regression Analysis

Congruent Type' Congruent Type' Ambiguous Type'
vs. Inconsistent Type? vs. Ambiguous Type? vs. Inconsistent Type?

Category Variable
Coef. OR Coef. OR Coef. OR
Sex -869** 420 -323 724 -545 580
Age =171 8843 040 1.041 -21 810
General _ )
Characteristics Attitude to Social Issues  -.275 759 -070 932 -205 815
Attitude to

. .030 1.030 -101 904 130 1139
Economic Issues

TheFrstChuch = ogg 1072 033 1034 0% 1037

Attendance
Frequency of o 350 5ea 569 -457 633
Worship Service
Religious Activities Young Adult _390 %6 570 803 100 905

& Spirituality Group Activities

Spiritual Maturity 2130 19 -1.4127 244 -718* 488

Christian

Fundamentalism -14007 247 1154 315 -246 782

1 = Reference group; 2 = Comparison group; * p <.05; ** p < .01, ** p < .001
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