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The study on the early 19-20th Century Chinese style of 12 bibles and their

corresponding editions, and the origin of the term ‘“Holy Spirit”

A 23| (Eun-Hee So)

ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the 12 editions of the Chinese Bible in the early 19th-20th century, the
style of the Chinese Bible, and the origin of the word "Holy Spirit" as seen in the Acts 1:8, “But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

In addition, particular focus is given to the exploration of when and how the word “Holy
Spirit”, a Christian term not originally part of the Korean language tradition, was introduced
into the Korean Bible and began to take root in Korean Christian culture.

The Christian term “Holy Spirit” can be found for the first time in the 1863 “Bridgeman
Culberson Translation” Chinese Bible. The first Korean bibles, TJesushenggyojonseo, and
THyeontohanhanseonggyeong, were translated into Manchuria and Japan, respectively. “Holy
Spirit"was first read in Korean by Korean translators and later became an indigenous vocabulary
word deeply rooted in Korean Christian culture.

Key words: the early 19-20th Century, Chinese style of 12 bibles and their corresponding
editions, the origin of the term “Holy Spirit”
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1.1 5B 324 (High Wenli Version)
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1.2 S¥303% 54 (Easy Wenli Version)
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4 Q91T HEHA Be S B 471 99T ol ARAES 48 FUAR LT of
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) Folol e 2AE

T8 8l B (High Wen-1)'9F ECH (Easy Wen-li) 2k=
2012 AFE3I0] MOl S B3tt. AL olelgt Bol5L A HAEo] RSOl off 2 53
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B (Easy Wen-li) B ARl = B3I (Griffth John, 1831-1912)9] MR sC B4 4
(1886) ¢} fif 1% (Samuel Isaac Joseph Schereschewsky, 1831-1906)9] i % (izjliﬁ?izm
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“We are led to believe that the permanent Standard Chinese Version must steer a
middle course between the extremes of the high classical and low colloquial styles. It
must carry with it an air of authority and intelligibility; and must call forth the respect,
and be suited to the capacity, of the average scholar. --- It must not contain the collo-
quial of any district, but must be in the easy classical, or current style, known all over
the Empire -+ But time will not permit us to say all that we think the standard trans-
lation ought to be; suffice it to say that we consider Mr. John’s translation of the New
Testament, in its amended form, to be a most praiseworthy effort in the right direc-

tion -+”
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Eiam GFR) M GRE) (18865) ~ (AIAD) A (HBIRKFD) (18894F) ~ (FIRFC) = (Hanic) (1903F) - HE (HE) B
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1.3 “B3& 4 (Mandarin Version)
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Qo] BiffEAZE THHEEEAS TREAR854) 9 BAA Aok 73S BRiE (Nanking
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AR AE AR ATHER SR, 2018: 423-426).
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HEAI BRI SRR A (SS,1902), MIGAEREFEA(HH,1919) 12F HES AR <o = dste] ofwdh
S50 Yeh=A At sttt

—_

. LP(1803)1:8 {BEMZIRTEIRI] L, BMREIRF, MRFIE () 1 B ERRUS. W04 (18) &
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Table 1. Changes in the expressions of “the Holy Spirit”
2R e B

BB EHEACEEA (LP, 1803)
FBEAEEA (GL, 1839)
EMAEA (REA) (DB, 1854), | #5AX. TehEr7E2(BC, 1863)
HE B R B A (NJ, 1857) FEREEEAB, 1872),
BIEIEESIRREA (GJ, 1886), MEaARBEsE=A(HH, 1919)
BISIEFEEEEA (GJ, 1892),
HEKIRIZSTEREA (SS, 1902)

Btk KIBFEAR(MM,1813),
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A" o2 3F7]Eo] 9L, BiE%E(Louis Antoine de Poirot)o]] oJaf HIE itk seA* 1} 1839
| HAH Charles Gutzlaffe] FFEEEA, 18549 FMATEA(REAR), 18579 W.H Medhurst
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A2 Yok 7 e A E A & shaE WYt U S A deto] ARd tixst E £ etz %-Er

ol 714A St & wizlEtolole] FAE TAR, BA AR A0 7 Falo] ?45013}71_“%—3}5 SHE AR
o] Brslrtetal st AA R <A 7 MRS HA>FKioll= “ ST.Luke, 1882. First edition in Korean Translated
from the Chinese Version by John Ross of the U.P. Church of Scotland, with the help of Koreans"2}al Ao “Sh
IS =g Adof SR EE sty 1 HF ik

2023.3 67



b
rlo
lol

Picture 1. Korean translation of “Holy Spirit” in Yesu Syeonggyo Jyeonseo
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=, AP 17 88o] Kol o] “Ii (BlEE) olgt= of$]= oA A E vkt o, 1863
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(James C. Hepburn, 1815-1911)3} S=ro] 7 "RHATEAR 2] G973 2FH0)] L& o] Fofst Hele
(Samuel R. Brown, 1810-1880) 52| A wAIS dEo] 47 HAZY o= Fofsl=d], 152
Els

b o] B A Fo] Ll RS Fuskgirkn

of &Jsf =t = 304%1’14.

Fol A= “d7oleh= off)= 4% wEo| w} v} 2] the Holy Ghost” 22 “the
Holy Spirit”2 37]%|o] Qlt}.,

FFHEL} AT SHE 18|31 ofARHE o] =g AU 141 P OE 1604E0] S Al
Zhsto] 16119 Y& }% Fol 874 K (<ng James Version)olli= AF=3H 178 84 9] “d770]
k= o3& “the Holy Ghost”2 3£7]38}ith 1 o &2 ofeljet 2t}

KJV(King James Version)

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. "(Act 1:8)

1978\ ofe] AN wat 241 BLF0] o] B}, SA50] FE0] Ho] Holz} ojelg A
st oo, o] Jo] MY 374 5 71 Q17171 = NIV(New International Version )= “/3
7S “the Holy Spirit” = o}2je} ZHo] 17|33t

NIV(New International Version )

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”(Act 1:8)

Z]HH Q] o] d7 NASB(New American Standard Bible) = “/J5”S “the Holy Spirit"2 3%
7|5k, oFehel 2t

NASB(New American Standard Bible)

“but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My
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witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of

the earth.”
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[Korean- Chinese Bible. Morrison |

TGRS 0 BAS, hEEE, 2014,

[Guxincangao- Chinese Bible. Louis Antoine de Poirot. Zhonghuashuju, 2014.]
TRALE - KinFEA, 5 A=Y Kenny Wang,

[Morrison & Milne- Chinese Bible. Sydney Australia Kenny Wang,]

"BAE - AEAR, 35 A=Y Kenny Wang.
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The study on the language style of the 12 Chinese Bibles and the origin of the
word “Holy Spirit”in the early 19th -20th Century
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