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Liberal Democracy and the Church Politics
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ABSTRACT

This article aims to examine the possibility of Protestant church politics in Korean
political context. In recent years, many of Korean Protestant intellectuals repeatedly
expressed a kind of pessimism on the political future of Korean Protestantism. Though
echoing their pessimism in many senses, the author tries to secure some possibility to
make Korean Protestants be more responsible in political arena. For this purpose, the
author reinterprets the political meaning of Protestantism from just religious matter to
more political one. According to him, the Protestantism, the Reformation itself, was and
is a kind of political movement toward the authentic Liberal Democracy or Radical and
Liberating Democracy. In this regard, it is very evident that Protestant church politics has
contributed tremendously for the development of modern democracy and constitutionalism.
However, after the main field of political experiment moved to the Nation-States, church
politics became marginal and lost political importance sooner or later. Since the Korean
Protestant church has been heavily involved in the process of Nation-State building during
the last century, Korean Protestants tend to be more politically aggressive than they usually
assume. But the problem is that the Liberal Democracy in their church is not enough to be
compared to the Liberal Democracy in their country. In order to overcome the gap between
church politics and national politics, the author suggests that we the Korean Protestant
should move the main field of political experiment from the Churchian networks to the
Christian associations as soon as possible.
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o] R Flsitt. sk A= A S obite] HustA A S E A2 Fade SR 4 gk ARolt
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