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A Study on the Work by Jung-Saeng Kwon in terms of the Kenosis:
Exploring God Lives Next Door to Me

& 5| (Deok Hee Jung)

ABSTRACT

This essay aims to explore the kenosis theology through the children’s story, God lives
next door to me, written by Kwon, Jung-Saeng. God in the story is portrayed as a humble
and vulnerable character, far from the feature of Almighty God. And yet the concept
of the kenosis offers a fresh perspective to examine such a vulnerable God in the story.
In particular, the kenosis theology by Moltmann will be helpful for current project. The
kenosis signifies the indwelling of God in the midst of suffering of human beings. God’
s self-emptiness is the another aspect of Almighty God. Moreover, God’s kenosis is an
authentic expression of God’s steadfast love toward the world. In this light, human has
to empty himself also just like God because human is the one who have been created
according to the image of God. Kwon points out that Korean church today is filled with
greed and avarice. They should restore the spirit of self-emptiness. So Kwon provides this
short story by which the whole of the readers should follow the self-emptying of God. In
this sense, this children’s story can be said an excellent theological story.

Key Words: Jung-Saeng Kwon, kenosis, God lives next door to me, self-emptiness,
Moltmann
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