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Development and Validation of Christian Faith Scale
for Senior Adults

21 M 2] (Sung-Won Kim)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to develop and validate a scale that measures the faith
of Christian senior adults. To develop the scale, sub-factors were determined and 53
preliminary corresponding questions were first developed based on the analysis of previous
studies, and then 47 questions were selected through content validity tests from 8 experts.
After conducting a preliminary survey of 20 senior adults, data were collected from 797
senior adults attending churches nationwide except on Jeju Island. Excluding the data
that indicated insincere responses, 756 questionnaires were used for exploratory and
confirmatory factor analyses using JAMOVI 2.3] SPSS 22 and AMOS 22. In this process, 322
copies were used for exploratory factor analysis and 434 copies were used for confirmatory
factor analysis. The final factors and questions extracted through validity and reliability
tests were as follows: 6 questions regarding ‘Gratitude for God’s Providence’, 6 questions
on ‘Trust in God, the Savior’, 5 questions on ‘Service to Others’, 3 questions on ‘Pursuit of
a Holy Life’, and 5 questions on ‘Hope for Heaven’. This scale is expected to be a useful
tool for measuring the Christian faith of senior adults and a catalyst for further research on
Christian senior adults.

Key Words: senior adult, Christian faith, scale development, scale validation
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Table 1. Demographic information of research subjects

A7}7} 27470l QlTt. A T 7191

(N=322,434)

Exploratory Factor Analysis Confirmatory Factor Analysis
Category N % Category N %
Male 14 354 Male 160 369
Gender Gender
Female 208 64.5 Female 274 63.1
65-70 153 475 65-70 200 461
71-75 116 26.7
71-75 75 233 26-80 - e
Age 76-80 52 161 Age '
81-85 37 85
81-85 31 9.6
86 or more 1 34 86 or more 18 41
Seoul 81 252 Seoul 122 281
Gyeonggi-do 108 335 Gyeonggi-do 166 382
Jeolla-do 87 270 Jeolla-do 83 191
Residence Residence
Gyeongsang-do 33 10.2 Gyeongsang-do 22 51
Gangwon-do 28 Gangwon-do 28 6.5
Chungcheong-do 4 12 Chungcheong-do 13 30
None 13 40 None 17 39
Deacon 85 26.4 Deacon 103 237
Church Senior deaconess 159 494 Church Senior deaconess 205 472
duty duty
Elder 44 137 Elder 85 19.6
Pastor 21 6.5 Pastor 24 55
2. 947 Hzf
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Table 2. Factor loadings

Factor Com-
Factor [tem muna-
1 2 3 4 5 lity

36. When I look back on my life, | feel

satisfied and grateful. /0 05 04 -08 -02 23

37 My life, so far, has been possible only by 63 -24 -0 08 10 63

the grace of God.
Gratitude 35 Crea_ted in the image of God, | am still a 54 -12 00 -1 07 49
for God's precious being, even as | get older.
Providence 39. I rely on“God more through accepting 47 -0 02 -10 24 58
vulnerability.

38. | have experienced God and His

enablement through hardships. . -3 22 03 10 43

41. | am grateful and happy to be alive. 44 15 14 -23 15 50

5. 1 trust and rely on Jesus who died for

-08 -8 05 05 13 73
me.

4. | thank God for continuing to guide my

) 07 -8 -07 -04 -05 66
family and me.

Trust in God, 3. Ithank God for saving me. 0 -7 -03 07 13 72

the Savior va
6. I believe in and seek the company of the 06 .73 06 -22 -00 68
Holy Spirit.
2. 1am a precious person loved by God. 21 -66 05 -06 -09 60
1. God is the master of my life -04 -65 05 -04 13 54

24. | use my time, talents, and health to

benefit others. ~06 04 87 i 05 65

23. | offer help and comfort to those in

-02 04 72 -09 .01 57
need.

Service to

Others 22. | treat others generously. 05 -6 62 -08 -17 48

25. I try to socialize with people of the faith

) .03 01 51 -20 09 46
community.

32. | am attempting to deliver the wisdom

of life and faith to future generations. 2 .03 =] 05

No
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13.1 try to live as God guides me through 1 06 06 -73 2 7
. His Word.
Pursuit of
Holy Life  15. I try to avoid sin. 04 -07 00 -69 14 67
16. I'live to give glory to God. o =22 17 =42 17 57
45, I' look forward to heaven, the eternal “06 -03 O 13 8 75
kingdom of God.
46. | entrust my future to God. 09 -00 -03 -07 .80 77

Hope for 47 1 will accompany Jesus until the day the 08

Lord calls me from this life. ~23 03 07 68

Heaven

44. | have confidence and hope that | will

go to heaven after my death. 07 -08 07 -06 e 63

40. | feel at peace because of my faith in 34 02 108 -08 44 61

God.
Eigenvalue 1088 251 160 11 097
% of Variance 4200 851 489 293 246
Total Variance 4200 5051 5540 5833 6079

of thalo] HhSEHO R 017 QRAS
FAEE A Egdh ojnf By Bt PHORE XHSS Ol%ﬁ}—t— W A A
= TR, AV, 2A13], 2009: 145-147). x 32 902.63
EJr‘:bt—Hl, X°Ze 25 A7)0 035&% = AEo] o] S=AFA Q1 TLI, CFIEZ} Ao A A4
o] RMR, GFI, RMSEAE 37 t}. A% A|4= RMR=.02, GFI=.86, TLI=88, CFI=.89,
RMSEA=08= Y} A7} 7]EA] ol n|Gsh= A O 2 YEgTt 4248 Eelsto] gro] =7
e el<->e6(32.42), eld<->e15(16.52), e18<->e19(25.58), e21<->e24(31.77)0] s a}= =32
om|7} FAREHS RISt & FRAO R AAsIGITh 24 T AFE Ape x*=778.96(df=261,
p<.001), RMR=.02, GFI=.88, TLI=.90, CFI=91, RMSEA=07% R & 7|&X S £Z3l= 2o
UERSTH A3 s A 4= Table 30 AAIE AL, 214 QQ18A 32 Figure 13t 2t}

np'
PE
32 n
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Table 3. Model Fit

Model X?

ar RMR GFl TL CFl RMSEA

Original 90263

265 .02 .86 .88 .89 .08

Modified 778.96

261 .02 .88 90 91 Q7

Cut-off

<05 >90 60-80

28

® POA®O®® ®GO@®®
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‘AL SeniorFaith_22

SeniorFaith_36
SeniorFaith_37
SeniorFaith_35
SeniorfFaith_39
SeniorFaith_38
SeniorFaith_41

.52

Gratitude_for_
Providence_of_God

.78
81 Trust_in_Savior_God)

SeniorFaith_5
SeniorFaith_4
SeniorFaith_3
SeniorFaith_6
SeniorFaith_2
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Figure 1. The path diagram of model
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Table 4. Convergent validity

Factor Item . Fstimate ; SE. CR AVE EZE:;::;
SeniorFaith_41 1.00 53
SeniorFaith_38 183 72 17 10.57%*
Gratitude for SeniorfFaith_39 167 81 15 11.22%
, , - .80 96
God's Providence  SeniorFaith_35 1.21 60 13 9.44***
SeniorFaith_37 0.88 69 09 10.29***
SeniorFaith_36 113 52 il 10.20**
SeniorFaith_ 1.00 72
SeniorFaith_2 1.05 72 07 14.47***
Trust in God, SeniorFaith_6 1.87 8l 07 16.28*** 9 99
the Savior SeniorFaith_3 098 86 06 1738+ ' '
SeniorFaith_4 0382 69 06 13.92%
SeniorFaith_5 104 78 07 15.80***
SeniorFaith_32 1.00 69
SeniorFaith_25 0.98 75 07 13.62***
Service to Others  SeniorFaith_22 0.70 61 06 .34 90 98
SeniorFaith_23 0.89 68 07 12.52%**
SeniorFaith_24 122 82 08 14 55**
_ SeniorFaith_16 1.00 78
Z”;fy“tifoef SeniorfFaith 15 0.54 51 06 949% @ 97
SeniorFaith_13 0.68 64 06 1218
SeniorFaith_40 1.00 79
SeniorFaith_44 0.95 78 06 17.27**
Hope for Heaven  SeniorFaith_47 0.64 66 .05 1417 94 99
SeniorFaith_46 093 85 05 1917
SeniorFaith_45 0.85 77 05 17.027**
***p<,001
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Table 5. Discriminant validity

Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 3 Factor 4 AVE

Gratitude for God’s Providence 80
Trust in God, the Savior 58+ 92
Service to Others 57 35+ 90
Pursuit of Holy Life 58 45% e 92
Hope for Heaven 73 58** A4 49 94

p<.01

BT MEE

3

2 SAEFY AFHEE HAI57] Ysto] 578 891 257 B WHFAEE HoF
Cronbach’s aA|$E AF&313IT) Table 604 AAIE vlQ} o] 319 2 91 Cronbach’s aZhe
‘g el Adeof thst AP 81, ‘Gt HAl shbd S &t AlE] 89, BRIES &St AT 84, AE
3k ho) 230 72, ‘Ato] tigt A% 88, 181 AA= 92& UrERdTh

ru fo rr
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Table 6. Reliability
[tems Cronbach’s a
Gratitude for God’s Providence 1,2,3,4,56* 81
Trust in God, the Savior 7.8,9,10,11, 12 89
Service to Others 13, 14,15, 16, 17 84
Pursuit of Holy Life 18,19, 20 72
Hope for Heaven 21,22, 23,24, 25 88
Total 92
* Final Item number
4. 35 28
ol Tt ATFE F3) EEH =0l 715 A SHETE 529, 5EFOR HF A4
Atk B =0 F 519 Q917 B&° 2 Table 63+ 2},
Table 7. Final factor and item
Factor Item

Gratitude for  God’s

Provi

dence

1. When I look back on my life, | feel satisfied and grateful.

2. My life, so far, has been possible only by the grace of God.

3. Created in the image of God, | am still a precious being, even as | get older.

4. | rely on God more through accepting vulnerability.

5. I have experienced God and His enablement through hardships.

6. | am grateful and happy to be alive.
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7.1 trust and rely on Jesus who died for me.

8. I thank God for continuing to guide my family and me.

Trust in God, 9. I thank God for saving me.

the Savior 10. | believe in and seek the company of the Holy Spirit.

11. 'am a precious person loved by God.

12. God is the master of my life.

13. 1 use my time, talents, and health to benefit others.

14. | offer help and comfort to those in need.

Service to Others 15. | treat others generously.

16. I try to socialize with people of the faith community.

17.1 am attempting to deliver the wisdom of life and faith to future generations.

18. 1 try to live as God guides me through His Word.

Pursuit of

Holy Life 19. I try to avoid sin.

20. | live to give glory to God.

21. I'look forward to heaven, the eternal kingdom of God.

22. | entrust my future to God.

Hope for Heaven 23. I will accompany Jesus until the day the Lord calls me from this life.

24. | have confidence and hope that | will go to heaven after my death.

25. | feel at peace because of my faith in God.
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E4|(accountability group)2 EHA Agolghs njg e AR A4 FEAS FAOR EHE
grolgkal o]ttt Bergen} Stevens?] sl Q17100 ERIT} HE0] A= 49 S2/3E 7
Zgtog B 13 Axto] 3g AojEeh ATt Q150 FF X}%EA}Oﬂ Fojgh o 2
BApol| ot whg A Abael S FolRE AAABARFED SalAioke] e AE- B Agol &
ol 1 7|5l 0 X 9] AH|/do] ZatE| ke ATHChoi, 2015)& & AT- ATtol BT
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