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Figure 1: Marriage rates have generally fallen since their peak in 1972

Marriage rates for opposite-sex couples, England and Wales, 1938 to 2018
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. Rate: marriages per 1,000 unmarried men and women aged 16 years and over

Source: Office for National Statistics - Marriages in England and Wales
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Number of live births in England and Wales from 2000 to 2020, by marital status of
mother (in 1,000s)
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