ABSTRACT

This article investigates how Herman Dooyeweerd(1894—1977), a Dutch Christian phi—
losopher, tried to integrate faith and scholarship from the biblical worldview. Succeeding
Abraham Kuyper(1837—1920), Dooyeweerd developed his so—called ‘transcendental cri—
tique of theoretical thought’ in order to explain why scientific thinking can never be neutral
but is integrated with religious faith. Because the Almighty Creator created all things with
His wisdom, scholarship is the human activity to honor God and serve our neighbors by
rediscovering the order of creation. However, due to the fall of man, these academic activities
were separated from faith and humans developed science and technology for themselves,
which eventually caused various problems due to self—contradiction. Dooyeweerd points
out this as reductionism and idolization of thoughts through the absolutization of one aspect.
However, through the redemption of Christ, the ultimate solution is made possible and science
can be newly integrated with faith through the regenerated reason. After explaining the
sphere—sovereignty and universality of modal aspects, he analyzed how theoretical thinking
1s possible through theoretical antithesis and synthesis. Eventually, when the human heart,
the center of man, is born again in Christ and directs again toward the Creator, integration
1s possible, and science and technology are also beneficial to mankind. Finally, when the
kingdom of God will be consummated, the process of integration would also be perfected
just like jewels in the walls of New Jerusalem. In conclusion, it is discussed how Dooyeweerd’s
insight has been developed by his successors and what are the implications of his legacy

in the Korean context.
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THE TRIUNE SOVEREIGN GOD' S LAW AS THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN THE CREATION AND THE CREATOR
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Figure 1. Dooyeweerd's Theory of Modal Aspects
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Table 1. Andrew Basden’s Example of ‘Ism and Example of Harm
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Aspect: Example ‘Ism’ Example of Harm
Quantitative Over-emphasis on figures, league-tables
Spatial | || (stasis)
Kinematic (Slavery to “must keep moving”)
Physical Materialism [gnoring mental and social realities.
Biotic / organic || Evolutionism || Life becomes competitive.
Sensitive / psychic || Psychologism | Slavery to feelings.
Analytical aspect Rationalism Oversimplified arguments expel wisdom.
Formative aspect Functionalism, Drivenness, over-work.
Utilitarianism
Lingual aspect Swamped by documentation, email.
Social aspect Socialism Political correctness dominates.
Economic aspect Capitalism Everything reduced to money;
unconcern for the poor.
Aesthetic aspect Aestheticism Snobbery; The enjoyments of the rich precede
the needs of the poor.
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Table 2. Sciences per aspect

Aspect Meaningfulness Example science(s)  Some research methods
Quantitative Quantity, amount Arithmetic, statistics, Mathematical proof,
algebra computation
Spatial Continuous Geometry, Geometric or
extension trigonometry trigonometric proof
Kinematic Movement Kinematics, Calculus
phoronomy
Physical Energy + mass Physics, chemistry, Laboratory experiment,
materials science, with physical reasoning
geology
Biotic Life functions Life sciences, Greenhouse experi-
physiology, biology, ments, field studies,
ecology taxonomic analysis
Sensitive Sense, feeling, Psychology Stimulus-response
emotion (behaviourist), trials, control groups,
sensory sciences. etc.
Analytical Distinguishing Logic, cognitive Logical proofs,
psychology brainstorming
Formative Shaping, creativity; “Sciences of the Game playing,
history, technology  artificial,” design construct + test
science
Lingual Symbolic Linguistics, Hermeneutic analysis
signification semiotics,
hermeneutics
Social Social interaction  Social sciences Surveys, interviews ana-
and institution lysed hermeneutically
Economic Frugal use of Economics, Surveys analysed
resources management science  statistically
Aesthetic Harmony, fun Aesthetics Studies of sensibilities
Juridical Due; retribution, Legal science, Case review
rights, jurisprudence
responsibilities
Ethical Self-giving love Ethics Attitude studies
Pistic Vision, aspiration,  Theology, some Interpretation of sacred

commitment, creed,
religion

anthropology

writings, apologetics
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Figure 2. The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb painted by Jan van Eyck
(https://media.cntraveler.com/photos/57f66c4fed4dcfe84d3222a3/mas—
ter/pass/Gettylmages—148274647.jpg)
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