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A Speech-act Theoretic Approach to Biblical Interpretation
- The Text of Exodus 33:12-23

21 Ak O} (Sangah Kim)**

ABSTRACT

As a reader we often encounter ambiguous passages in the Bible which came from the
issues of translation related to the linguistic problems ‘there and then’ and interpreting
biblical texts. This paper concerns the latter, hermeneutical issues dealing with a
methodology and a technique for interpreting texts. The purpose of this paper is to suggest
linguistic approach as a methodology of hermeneutics. The Book of Exodus is typically
understood as narrative genre characterized by characters who interplay with one another
and events generated in the dynamic interaction of characters. It shows the features of
discourse, the exchange of words between more than two participants and its structure
which consists of sequences of speech acts. The participants has to rely on linguistic
features and has to convey the intended meaning simultaneously using their utterances
while abiding by conversational maxim. Thus this paper will apply speech act theory to
the analysis of discourse in Exodus 33:12-23 known as ambiguous passages. The analysis
shows that Moses used various request strategies by reference to the hearer’s willingness
and by employing indirect speech acts to minimize the imposition of the hearer and show
politeness as well.
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