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The understanding of Christian world-view

on the addiction: focusing on Augustine's
CONFESSIONES and DE DOCTRINA CHRISTIANA

Lt 1 2 (Gyuyeol Nam)

ABSTRACT

Gerald May argued that the biggest disaster which addictions cause to people is to destroy
healthy relationships. This understanding is in line with Augustine's view of addiction. Of
course, Augustine did not explicitly use the word "addiction." Augustine suggested that
people should have in a triple relationship through the concept of 'Frui(enjoyment) and
Uti(use)'. But what if people pursue love beyond this orderly relationship? Augustine calls
it 'Abusio(abusion)'. Abusio is that people forget God and enjoy(Frui) the world that is the
object of use(Uti).

What happens when we fall into 'Abusio'? we will not have a healthy relationship with the
triune God. Naturally, we cannot enjoy the true joy and happiness that God gives us. In
addition, we will not be able to see or experience God's nature that God reveals through
the created world.

So how can we be freed from this abuse and addiction? So can we love God, fellow
humans, and the world in harmony? Augustine says it is possible when men repent and
welcome Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, Augustine proclaims that They are
completely free from 'Abusio(abusion)’ when men fully enjoys the triune God.

Key words: addiction, enjoyment, use, abuse, order, joy
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The understanding of Christian world-view
on the addiction: focusing on Augustine's
CONFESSIONES and DE DOCTRINA CHRISTIANA
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