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What Kind of Counselor is A Military Chaplain?
-centering around the US. Military Chaplain’s Role and Tendency Analysis

M 2 M (Joseph Jeon)”

ABSTRACT

This paper aims to clarify the identification and role of military chaplains as a counselor.
Chaplains were emphasized in their roles as counselors in addition to their role as officers
and pastors.

(1) There is a growing trend in the US military to emphasize the counseling role of
chaplains as religious liaison officer. While the role of chaplains between the US military
and the Korean military differs significantly, but Korean military chaplains should also be
capable to taking charge of civil affairs related to religion as counseling experts with more
expertise in civil affairs. (2) It has been revealed that chaplains, as counseling specialists
for psycho-spiritual therapy, play a crucial role in resolving the psycho-spiritual issues of
soldiers. (3) As counselors for evangelism, chaplains are officially recognized as agents of
evangelism, so they should seize opportunities in counseling to fulfill their pastoral calling,
engage in evangelism, and the ministry of salvation.

The researcher emphasized the need to further strengthen CPE as a means to enhance
the counseling capabilities of chaplains. The researcher also highlighted the importance of
clinical training. There was a proposal to support chaplains in acquiring counseling-related
qualifications similar to the approach in the US military by providing support for obtaining
counseling credentials during their active duty.

Key words: military chaplain, Christian counseling, pastoral counseling, military counseling,
mental health, U.S. military
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