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ABSTRACT

This paper addresses the need for two significant aspects of life in pastors — namely
ministry and livelihood — to be integrated to bring vitality to ministry, and proposes this
be achieved through pastors” “financial freedom.” For present—day pastors, salary from
church is almost the sole source of income, and this is problematic because of polarization
between mega churches and financially dependent churches, and growing individualistic
nature of churches which overlooks the absence of the greater Church. The laymen also
have a responsibility here. Many pastors today hold two jobs and this is a struggle they
take on to support ministry and livelithood. Some argue that pastors must live by depending
on the grace of God(“living on the ravens” as mentioned in 1 Kings 17:1—7). However,
through Scripture, God has already revealed financial principles His servants need to live
by. Levitical cities in the Old Testament were like minimum wages for Levites who received
no other inheritance but were to devote their lives to serving God. This principle continues
into the New Testament era. Tentmaking in the New Testament is an amazing way for
present—day pastors to achieve financial freedom(this is called bivocational ministry).
From Levitical cities to tentmaking, this study presents financial principles for pastors.
Obeying the “decrees and laws of God” written in the Bible will provide great vitality
to the stagnant Korean church(Leviticus 25:18—19).

Keywords: pastor, bivocational ministry, financial freedom, Levitical city, tentmaking
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