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Issues Surrounding the Expression of Malformed and Deformed

Humains Bodies in Contemporary Art:
Focusing on the Art Works of Marc Quinn and Patricia Piccinini
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ABSTRACT

The human body is one of the oldest subjects in the history of art. In the second half
of the 20th century, non-representational - that is, imagined, deformed or distorted -
expressions of the human body increased significantly, and have intensified over time.

In the midst of this contemporary trend in expressions of the human body, this paper
examines the expressions of the human body by two contemporary artists, Marc Quinn and
Patricia Piccinini, in an attempt to summarize the posthuman discourse as a theoretical
framework that provides artistic justification for these expression, and to contrast them
with Christian beliefs and worldviews in order to lay the groundwork for a Christian
interpretation of difficult contemporary art.

In Alison Lapper Pregnant (2000), based on the real-life figure of Alison Lapper, who
was born with a congenital deformity, Quinn posits the deformed body as an alternative
concept of beauty to traditional notions of beauty. Piccinini fictionalizes monstrous, alien-
like hybrid creatures whose genes are a mixture of at least two animal species, including
humans. She predicts the emergence of such creatures in the near future and discusses a
new ethic of tolerance in the posthuman era.

Thoughts and perceptions based on Christian faith and worldview can be summarized
from the following three perspectives on Quinn's deformed bodies and Piccinini's mutant
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species : The perception of love for human beings and the world groaning in pain.
Awareness of technological civilization going astray and the perception of beauty. The
image of God imprinted in existence.

Key words: expressions of the human body, Posthuman discourse, Marc Quinn, Patricia
Piccinini, deformed body, hybrid creature, A new concept of beauty, suffering, image of
God.
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