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The Biblical and Theological Significance of the Secular Political Entity
and Law in Light of Noah Covenant and the Two Kingdoms’ Theory

Z & Al (Hye Shin Cho)**

ABSTRACT

This study is an attempt to justify the existence and function of secular political entities
and laws both biblically and theologically. The secular political entities is blessed with
God's preserving grace, which is given through the Noah covenant, and is given a certain
role. Therefore, it is impossible for secular entities to implement “redemption or salvation"
through politics and law, and attempting to do so is not only inconsistent with their nature
and purpose, but in some cases, they may commit the crime of arrogance. The moral
achievement that the state and law can achieve is by no means "maximum’, but at the
level required for retributive justice, maintenance and survival of society. In this respect,
it is not in accordance with its nature to achieve a higher moral purpose, such as the level
of holiness and purity, through secular laws and institutions. This is a limitation where the
ideal of ‘Christian State' or 'Christian Politics' must keep.

This interpretation of the Noah covenant is also consistent with the insights given by the
Two-Kingdoms’ theory of Reformation Theology, which establishes social thoughts based
on the creation order preserved by Common Grace after corruption caused by sin. Above
all, it is of great significance in that it distinguishes between the nonviolent Kingdom of
Christ and the forced state with a sword, and clarifies the limits of the powers each can
exercise. In addition, every human’s conscience proves the law that God has engraved,
and these universal and general laws correspond to the commonness shared by Christians

* 20234 119 8Y #4112 309 &4, 12€ 19 A
o] ¢t 2021 FHE TSl W] Aol 218k 29
** Sz etu (Handong Global University) ¥eHE B4y 8 IakA] B 8= 558 hyeshin@handong.edu

2023.12 161



ERY

[

and non-Christians. For this commonness, Christians and non-Christians can pursue
the just and good, and achieve cultural excellence together. In today's pluralistic society,
which embraces religious freedom and denies state-church, the Two Kingdoms’ and the
Natural Law Theory of Reformation Theology provide a framework and concept suitable for
theological understanding of the secular laws and political entities.

The interpretation of Noah's covenant and insight into the secular political community
resonate with considerations of the function of laws, further clarifying and enriching the
legal and theological understanding of secular laws. The discussion of the function of the
law in the field of criminal law, that is, whether its function is to protect social and ethical
norms or individuals from infringement of legal interests, is granting the role of a secular
state and also limiting it. There is clearly an active role of the law to curb the action of the
fallen nature of man, but it is impossible to purify the fallen nature or redeem men through
the law. In other words, the role and action of the state is bound to remain preserved and
maintained in the realm of General Grace. Discussions in criminal law academia also
want to set limits to maintain their secularity through legal interests protection, which is
in line with Noah Covenant's implications and theological insights of the Two Kingdoms’
theology. Although various norms with moral and ethical characters under the criminal
law are largely consistent with the Natural Law that God has engraved on all human
conscience, when the state seeks to secure its implementation through power, it must
comply with limitations in terms of a covenant with God and in terms of delegation from
the community. If you exercise power in violation of these limits, you will have to take
responsibility not only for the members of the community who delegated that power, but
ultimately before God.

Key words: Noah Covenant, Two Kingdoms’ Theory, Secular Law, Secular Political Entity,
Common Grace
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Al 5 A0
ol &F EX7F WA - A, G4 -M&H, 454 - H 75201 Z1 0 = A S FEshr] wlieo]
o} 22 AREQlE &= Uit (H]5 XS FEjst7|= ot SAlol &3] HoEM 1ALl
e o F U SHE T e A8 AR HI TP AEQ] B Al&e] Ut &3tth= AL
o] &0] ‘F&/ (commonness)’& ZH=TheE Ae Qu|sh=d], o] g2 ZAHIE oA T3] F

£ ZH= 7ot (Mouw, HEY < 2012: 17).
Ze 19 7150 e F IYAERIY A o] Wt FojA T3t Zo] T U2ke] Ex]9t
< geebA - skal Qlth(Calvin, T8 &, 2022: 955-6).
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O iofnt & L2} O|20f HIF0| 2 M&2| YRISSHIt Hol JE8H -4t 0|9

A AFAr oA 248 Erdtial sF¢itH(Calvin, A& 9, 2022: 1018). 1]l AFAH-L Al
o] UgtollA £& WS W& il AFRA S o] 7] wliZol, e BAIE F8f W shE

He tiAlsiA O Al JS ATl stef shubd <] e fehete 21 ofytH(Calvin, 7
& 9, 2022: 1019). Alde] UEtollA] HI LB AERJIEE Ao Hof flYo] E94 JHE ol&
4 Ath= AolaL, T Al&=7kek 18] Holl A T1ejgk A3, ol EEIW A, A, ™, A,
53, 3 3 22 Yol AAE 4 e TR ST £ e Aotk A= Etetal 1
o] FA UtollA FE HE kA o]
9] 7t=3lo) sl f-datA e sy

& Folathl Ak 4 AR ] YET} obd HI A Fx 9l HE AR Q] ARl o]3)ste]

TH(Van Drunen, 7 'e= ¢, 2018b: 180-1).
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S 2ol wE S e Sobol ‘5] Wareh ool Tt B ML Fedshil,
23} i vele] @4H Aldolet 8 4 gl Walol Al ') Abgol FAH Telw 3
A o] B thaE el glold Walet Ak A% U G RRAT F, 099 o
A AL AU FAE B G 95 B AL 37, ASH BAL S4uIe NS
3} e ReH Yot FRAS TN AEHA S FO2H WS AUY 5 Ak A

olch(Calvin, 21T} o, 2022: 1003). A1) olgho] TalA] A& AN AF83t 24 E 5183}
A% s, 12 2e sy Ueke] #A e malolE g4 B
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8]0] o]} BE AlRlo] i) BUAL ZH-ThL ST ol 2le] ol ZelA F b ui
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AdEE AloflA 18] 9] Gol= dFo] AHIHEE flet AR Ved o, ARl FRI} 559

25l vhet 23 S Y= Sheick

oA FBE HEE T U} Alojol A Lol FEAEQIY, B T Ut Aole] BAE &
5502 HASHTL A, o7joli= Hek YAIHQ) Do) e WAL T Uete] By Bl
of ol B, AAIZE oy ANAQ) BAIS T welo] Tholol T el 2
AEl et S7ke] Bojt: 43 ol BASS AZINC 53] 19) A8he e Amgle] 4
A& G o Uiet A9 UetelH SAlo] Aokiths B S Aol98
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A EY L] thE T Lol Lol BtX = ASAAE Al UE 7|29 Agalsts g,
1941719] 7Rg Ak Q12O A oAl 7| 5w A Q1 AAI TS| =4 ol ol ldtt o]=|3t 4%
oAl T el AW o] 22 ‘URkeF o] 20 = WMESHA Hrt. Fho| = oHA 7A=Y
Tyt 7 oA ZRRke] 183 TN S ARESEY] wlEol, o] 28] &S S44 R uot
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o 7] thgk Abarel s Ho) 1 o7 E Zo|th(Van Drunen, 7d=t &, 2018b: 469).
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<= EAIsk= A (Hi, state polity)= o] 2|39 HEo] & Aotk (Kuyper, 1873: 248). 1Ho| %
87e T A, A BAE, Q7] dS etk dEls, 1Y 7P ASSH] s e

£ AN, F =2 Qe o2 o] T ol ANGHA ote As shidZM s A e B
7k e e, of= 929 A 4l tisiA = 7 EA] o] tH(Kuyper, 1873: 250). SHAT
23 A2 S FAO EAol| o gA A EEA, Thefet Althiet AbEe] EAdol| o g A A-8-AlFH ok
A, 7] HET 270l of g Bstofof EA] Fofl WA=, HIE F o] JFLE QI ET
At e goll e Btelal, AR 489 el ofsto] 7dE ojof g Aokl Fth(Kuyper,
1873: 250).

_E

FARA TET e A, A, B 59 AFE sk W, f7IAEAM S 58)= QI A}
S5 715 AYe] FET 23HE o|REE FOEN M= UFE éﬁﬁfﬂﬂn é, ZﬂEEH
o] wjer g 71 =AM wele dRheEe] g9 YRsto] A
E} o] F3te] FtolH = (R =AM 9 1ol E Sob) AHe]e] 7]=asket EAlol (XilEEAH Eﬁl
&) =7 Atejet wele] felE A8k e VanDrunen, g &, 2018b: 459). 71o]
ﬂiﬂ T S7F 52 ARele] VISasl vt 73] VIS aRIel & AulstA] o 7F S A
Aol EAE E7otaL, 7t Z1Saehs RS o7l ARSRE o= &
O AETL AT 2] wjitoth de|AEE FERAo| 2
9o HEE EAdFog BEY AMNTHKuyper, YU <, 2017:
Aste] 712291 WS Wokso|iME o] B8-S sfalxt &E 7hol €]
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58}7] of2l g Aolth. A4 7ol o] Fe] Az AHE S o] g2 mﬂ}xm u}o}o} m}b e
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O iofnt & L2} O|20f HIF0| 2 M&2| YRISSHIt Hol JE8H -4t 0|9

3. 2417} 5hojgf 0%
70| H o] = Uz} o] 29 el 2 Ml ERHE ST ASAE wheS 4 91 o, 1
£ 198k esjoh PEE REsks 28 s it HolA Folne] Astahe
5 e 28 %7% S Ut ohlm, defasele
_]

% {F

ol ozl 7= E AN SoF 5hH, 77F-1d] & 7|5ul A 24 E HRt= o= 7t
oJs#7}A] o]oj7l 7H"i.‘“ﬂ"‘ib—} A8 & O‘X}O]‘Ri | AL oflth I3y HIZE= = yeEkeh AFd
W olES Ao ARSRA, AR S4AFE FASH Wil UIth(Van Drunen, e
= 9, 2018b: 487). &, FXAA | &3 M&A H7tel LA £33 e Uehs 1Ak
QoA EEH, ol L AEE Bl ANE el SHE L ofwsh A A (RAH) = EAE 4
ok LA §lo] stbdo] Al owdh WA o= E TAE Weths A7 v g En) it
Ao 7 T e} o] 2o B3t s HIEE«= 7iEAE e AFOoRRE Y Fi TR o] QItial B
L Ao| ggdt Aot}

Ftols o] 7| & AIEHS LojH| 2 E (Dooyeweerd) 9t LRFE GEFS HES B0 7|FAeAE &2
ojojFItal & 4 = Al ‘AEH S0 (Neo-Calvinism)' = JZojA]= o] Agh = YgtE
AFstal S Utz 9] shd Uil & AFgshe WFeE A7NE) o] 52 1A 9] 7Y Al
i o] AN I LEAIS S sk, S ARReEO] At B0 Ao E A
shHA ALY 52 H43 AP & st At g, 2] AdhIFo = shud o] =
AP FEAS S B ZHAQ 7| E0A AAS st ool uket A AAl= R
3l Eo|2} 58] tiito] Hrt ofof whet L ARRIoAl= 42 BE FYS /sl 5T A

£ O|F = As AFFet=s g

o] o1l o] F F3to] o] Aldel shud yeke] FEHEA A4
o} &, 23EE A7 FEEY 5RE =5

SHH 7ho] 9] JFFS Wol W2 A9 AlgAE, o EHH ¥ (Cornelius Van Til), HpY A
(Herman Bavinck), 270t (Klaas Schilder), ZA0HHerman Hoeksema) 58 YHHeE2S O
< AasHA Afel Ukt o] 0] dEreE MNdS 83k A4 o

e
AL AR o] FAGSH | SFA (&1, 2012: 133), IOl = 781l o5 B 2

2) P Fhol o AN EES /Mg SUSA ASIIL Qi AL & 4= Qv Tl 204 o] e AT 4
Slth(Bavinck, BF5H2] &, 2021: 41).
SHPEANE 71 1 oA RS YRS P GONFU IR BHS F31 FRsHIL, B FoE A%
Tejel gy 1R Hot 3% Aolo] AnkeE, = Ao NZPAAE GAT Akt ZAlslFE LalE 719
HoA G, A5t G RE Slo] o] 23] ol EUFT, ol Aol Erefet Aol A Uhhs e vkt
YU Bl o] 73] ol Hol M= Wk shpde] g o] A% XM\_E_ FAP, BE 28 THeA L
Utk Ak 0.2, Azt ehelli= shubd B49) EA0] 078 o= A ot Y]
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A o]70] Q& 4 AT FA7] 949 motloke] Ao A =& E Al&e] X35l o
S} AFH O R oojA = Ao R KT T 7ho]H o] URMEFE A LopIeks

g 4 Qom, HAR T AA ‘AREEFE oA ek aeld] EUHORA &
9 Zlo] QA TELE AN S ABE FolStAIEA A7EOZ sfojg 11 oFst B
B8l 3EAIE o) Fo] AEE oHA ‘folof BE e &I 1 s BAS GYshe
3 Aol Flo|H o] & ‘gurex o & WIsllth Ed] PRS0 A4 o] 2L
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THe Zlo|t}, 53] A2 A& A2 5AE thag e o
I} 5= Let o] Zo] AAETHVan Drunen, 71'd=} &, 2018b: 14).
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The Biblical and Theological Significance of the Secular Political Entity
and Law in Light of Noah Covenant and the Two Kingdoms’ Theory
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