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Librarians’ Perceptions of the Roles of Libraries in
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the research is to explore university librarians’ perceptions and perspectives
regarding the optimal roles of libraries, representative and collaborative organizations
supporting Christian character education within Christian universities. The research is
significant for providing foundational data to redesign library roles and develop re-training
courses for librarians in better supporting character education at Christian universities.

To achieve the goal, the research employs a mixed method approach, combining online
survey and semi-structured interview with librarians in Christian universities. The survey
consists of 43 questions covering five topics: demographic data, main contents of character
education in Christian universities, the relationship between faith and occupation, core roles
of libraries in supporting character education, obstacles in supporting character education,
and re-training courses to overcome these obstacles. Additionally, interviews with five
representative and professional librarians are conducted to explore the backgrounds and
reasons behind their selections and perceptions.

Based on the findings, the research suggests practical approaches, detailing the preemptive
roles and services that Christian university libraries should undertake. It also recommends

basic directions for librarians’ re-training courses to support Christian character education
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should be provided. The research acknowledges its limitations and proposes further
research topics for exploration.

Key words: Christian character education, librarians’ perception, roles of library, Christian
university, Christian university library, librarians’ re-training
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<Table 2> Semi-Structured Interview Outlines
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<Table 3> Profiles of Interviewees: Professional Librarians in Christian Universities
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<Table 5> Themes of Character Education to be Taught at Christian Universities
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<Table 7> Topics of Librarians’ Re-training Courses
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