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ABSTRACT

This study is a qualitative research conducted to deeply understand and explore the
interpersonal relationship experiences of the pastor's wives of small churches and to
describe the essential meaning of their experiences. The data was obtained through one-
on-one in-depth interviews with 10 pastor's wives of small churches, who have more than
three years of experience, from churches with fewer than 300 members located in the
Busan and Gyeongnam areas. Data analyzed using experiential phenomenological research
method, suggested by Colaizzi(1978). The results of this study revealed a total of six themes:
‘Feeling heartbroken and painful due to disrespectful attitudes and words of church
members',Sorrow due to departing church members', ‘A life of self-denial and carrying
the burden of interpersonal relationships', 'Finding a breakthrough in the midst of pain’,
'Regaining the lost self and deepening trust in God', 'The growth of the church and oneself
encountered on the journey of calling’. This study provides an in-depth understanding of
the interpersonal experiences of pastors' wives in small churches. Based on these findings,
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the study is expected to contribute to the development of holistic programs aimed at
improving interpersonal relationships and fostering the personal growth of pastors' wives in
small churches, as well as the growth of church members.

Key words: pastors’ wives, interpersonal relationship experience, qualitative research, small

church
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Table 1. Characteristics of the Participants

o1 ZO{Xt Lt0] A3 Z3IX} AL F
(Research participant) (Age/year) (Small church pastor’s wife’s career/year)
I EHO4RH 4 6
o1 04X} 2 50 7
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7L &HO{xL 4 62 35
o171 ZHOIX} 5 60 30
oL &R} 6 60 17
o1 ZHOIK} 7 52 18
47t Z0IXt 8 40 3
7 =H0dXt 9 51 5
A £04X}10 43 3

Table 2. Meaning unit, theme, and theme clusters
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