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A Study on the History of School Struggle in the Netherlands

Z| 8 £ (Yong Joon (John) Choi)**

ABSTRACT

This study examines the historical development of the School Struggle (Schoolstrijd) in nineteenth-
century Netherlands and explores its implications for contemporary Christian education in South
Korea. The Dutch School Struggle was a prolonged political and social conflict that challenged the state’
s monopoly over education and demanded freedom of education based on religious and worldview
convictions. The struggle reached a critical turning point with the constitutional revision of 1917, which
institutionalized financial equality between public and private schools, including Christian schools.
Focusing on the Reformed tradition represented by figures such as Guillaume Groen van Prinsterer and
Abraham Kuyper, this study analyzes the ideological foundations of the School Struggle. These thinkers
understood Christian education not as a private religious privilege, but as a public responsibility aimed
at forming morally grounded and socially responsible citizens. Such an understanding provided the
normative basis for Christian schools to receive state funding while maintaining educational autonomy
and confessional identity. Drawing on this historical experience, the study reflects on the current
challenges faced by Christian education in South Korea. It argues that Korean Christian education
should move beyond a defensive emphasis on religious freedom and articulate more clearly its public
mission and contribution to the common good within a pluralistic society. The Dutch School Struggle
thus offers an important comparative and theological reference point for rethinking the role and

responsibility of Christian education in contemporary educational discourse in South Korea.

Key words: School Struggle, Christian Education, Public Responsibility, Reformed Tradition,
Freedom of Education
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