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An Autoethnography Study of a Christian Professor on Christian Teaching
- Christian Teaching as Paradox and Community

2+ 24 EH (Young Taek Kang)**

ABSTRACT

This study explores the question, "What are Christian teachings?" This simple yet profound
question cannot be answered solely through academic discussion and intellectual reflection. It must
be answered theoretically and logically, while simultaneously demonstrating its practical application
through life. Therefore, from the planning stage, this study adopted autoethnography, a research
methodology that explores the researcher's personal life. This study divided the researcher's life
into four periods and analyzed the life experiences of each period, exploring how they interacted
with the social context and cultural factors of the time. The primary goal of this study is to uncover
how the researcher's understanding of Christian teachings has evolved through this exploration.

The understanding of Christian teachings discovered through the use of autoethnography was
not entirely new. However, some aspects that had previously remained unclear to the researcher
were brought to light. This confirms that the two values pursued by Christian teaching—religiosity,
or faith and publicness—are not mutually exclusive, but rather exist in a paradoxical relationship
where both are absolutely crucial. Similarly, the meaning of Christian teaching possesses
universality while simultaneously reflecting regional specificities. Furthermore, it demonstrates
that while academic theoretical orientation must be pursued, practicality is paramount. While these

aspects may seem conflicting, it emphasizes that they are not a matter of choice but of integration

* 2026 29 109 A4, 4€ 30 2247, 0¥ 19 AR
## 0 Muf8al (Woosuk University) URFTHerel w8 8ls) w4 debis g3t Aeg -Auiela a3 34115,
ytkang@woosuk.ac.kr

2026.6 3



3y

within the context of paradox. Most importantly, this discovery highlights the communal nature
of Christian teaching. This suggests that Christian teaching is best expressed within a good
community, and it should contribute to the formation and strengthening of that community.
Therefore, Christian teaching will, above all, foster a learning community of hospitality and care,

and through this community, Christian teaching will be enriched and experienced.

Key words: Christian teaching, autoethnography, Christian (alternative) school movement,
paradox of Christian teaching, communal nature of Christian teaching, learning community

of hospitality and care
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<Table 2. Changes in Researcher’s Understanding of Christian Teachings and Influencing

Factors Across His Life Stages>
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